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TO  ADVERTISERS. 

Begin  the  year  in  good  style  by  giving  your  printers 
instructions  for  the  preparation  of  a  good  circular  or  price- 
list  to  be  distributed  to  the  trade  through  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  Winter  issue,  January  28.  Our  Publisher 
will  furnish  any  inquirer  with  full  pai  ticulars  as  to  the 
cost  of  distribution  in  this  way.  It  is,  we  need  scarcely 
say,  much  cheaper  than  sending  singly  by  post,  and  infinitely 
more  effective. 


TEN  GUINEAS  IN  PRIZES. 
Ant  of  our  readers  who  want  to  employ  their  time  profitably 
in  the  dull  days  of  Christmastide  should  go  thoroughly 
through  the  advertisements  in  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary  for  1899,  and  write  answers  to  the  seven 
questions  which  are  printed  on  the  postcard  coupon  enclosed 
in  the  Diary.  We  are  to  divide  101.  10s.  amongst  those 
who  send  in  answers  which  accord  best  with  the  general 
vote.  On  more  than  one  occasion  in  former  years  single 
competitors  have  secured  a  five-guinea  prize.  The  questions 
are :  — 

1.  "Whose  Advertisement  in  the  Diary  do  you  regard  as  the 
most  effective  ? 

2.  "Which  illustration  amoDg  the  Advertisements  in  the  Diary 
is  the  most  attractive  '? 

3.  Name  the  Firm  (advertising  in  the  Diary)  whose  goods  you 
buy  and  sell  with  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

4.  Name  the  Firm  (advertising  in  the  Diary)  whose  goods  you 
do  not  at  present  buy,  but  which  you  are  most  tempted  to  stock. 

5.  "Which  Telegraphic  Address  (see  Diary,  pages  207-210)  do 
you  think  the  most  happily  chosen  ? 

6.  Vote  for  one  of  the  Doctors  named  on  pages  275-277. 

7.  Vote  for  a  proprietary  article  advertised  in  the  Diary. 

All  postcards  posted  in  the  United  Kingdom  on  or  before 
January  1,  1899,  will  be  eligible. 


Summary. 


A  Formula  for  a  Brink-cube  is  piinted  on  p.  1013. 

Interesting  scholastic  demonstrations  are  reported  en 
p.  966. 

The  Microbe  of  Vaccine  ia  said  to  have  been  discove«ed 
(p.  997). 

Christmas  Trade  is  the  subject  of  a  few  thoughts  ©n 
p.  1010. 

We  reproduce  a  Parisian  cartoon  of  bacteriological  interest 
(p.  1000). 

Vogl,  the  distinguished  German  photographic  chemist,  is 
dead  (p.  1022). 

Cambridge  Chemists  had  a  pharmaceutico-political  night 
last  week  (p.  1002). 

The  Latimty  of  the  B.P.  does  not  please  Edinburgh 
young  men  (p.  1004). 

A  Prosecution  for  selling  a  weak  beiladcnna-plaster  has 
failed  on  a  technicality  (p.  1018). 

Professor  Ramsay  has  told  the  Kaiser  in  Berlin  all  abont 
the  new  gases  of  the  atmosphere  (p.  1013). 

Mr.  W.  L.  Curhie  describes  an  apparatus  for  making- 
small  quantities  of  effervescent  granules  (p.  1003). 

Glasgow  chemists  have  continued  their  discussion  oc 
the  new  B.P.,  and  give  some  practical  hints  (p.  1003). 

"  Label  Literature"  is  a  commentary  and  criticism  on. 
some  of  the  post-card  suggestions  sent  to  us  (p.  1020). 

The  School  of  Tropical  Medicine  which  is  being 
started  in  Londcn  is  causiDg  some  heartburning  (p.  1012). 

Two  Cases  of  Illegal  Poison  Selling  in  Ireland  • 
have  been  met  by  fines  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  (p.  1016). 

Professor  Dewar  finds  that  evaporating  liquid  hydrogen, 
unlike  ether  liquids,  does  not  fall  in  temperature  (p.  1002). 

Mr.  DA"V1D  Brown,  of  Edinburgh,  dissents  frcm  Professor 
Eamsay's  views  on  chlorofoim  (p.  1C07).  Co  do  we 
(p.  1012). 

Mr.  G.  F.  Mer?on  contributes  a  useful  practical  sugges- 
tion for  facilitating  the  official  process  for  the  assay  of 
opium  (p.  1025). 

"  Camwal"  shareholders  met  on  Tuesday,  and  passed  the 
directors'  satisfactory  report.  Pietiring  directors  were  re- 
elected (p.  1014). 

A  New  Pharmacy  Act  has  become  law  in  New  Zealand: 
It  covers  titles  and  tbe  dispensing  of  medicines,  but  not  tbe 
sale  of  poisons  (p.  1001). 

The  Prince  of  Wales  had  a  meetiDg  at  Marlborough 
House  this  week  to  encourage  the  Association  for  tbe  Pre- 
vention of  Consumption  (p.  997)  ' 

Plymouth  Chemists  made  arrangements  on  Wednesday 
evening  to  give  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  a 
hearty  welcome  next  year  (p.  998). 

Gregory's  Powder,  belladonna-plasters,  and  spirit  of 
nitre  have  been  the  subjects  of  cases  under  the  Sale  cf  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  this  week  (p.  1017-8). 

The  Sale  of  Female  Pills  and  Aeortefacjent 
Medicines  requires  the  serious  attention  of  tbe  trae'e  in 
view  of  recent  revelations  (p.  1012). 

The  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets  are  quiet,  and  are 
devoid  of  unusual  features,  except  a  run  upon  Tonka  beans, 
which  are  30  per  cent,  dearer  this  week  (p.  1028). 

Dr.  L.  Bobbin  says  the  new  B.P.  is  inconsi.stent>  in  M 
chemical  foimulre.  Ibis  and  other  phaimacop ctial  matters 
were  discussed  at  the  North  British  Branch  on  Wednesday 
evenirg  (p.  1007). 

A  Chemi&t  sends  us  a  caution  seainst  an  assistant  who 
replies  to  advertisements  of  sitnaiions  open,  and  borrows 
money  on  the  stiergth  of  bis  ergrjgement.  We  espesed  th« 
same  trick  in  July  last  (p.  1C25;. 
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Local  neto'.papers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
,         to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  tlie  Editor. 


Chemists  take  Poison. 

Mr.  J.  T  Bentley,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mill  Hey, 
Hawortb,  was  found  dead  in  his  bedrcom  on  December  14. 
A  doctor  was  called  in,  and  a  bottle  containing  a  quantity 
of  prussic  acid  was  found  by  his  side.  Deceased  was 
formerly  dispenser  and  bookkeeper  to  Dr.  Ling,  of  Keighley, 
and  only  recently  took  over  the  business  at  Mill  Hey.  At 
the  inquest,  held  on  December  16,  Dr.  Ling  stated  that  he 
thought  deceased  was  in  financial  difficultus.  A  vercict  of 
poisoning  by  prussic  acid  was  returned. 

At  Blackheath,  on  December  15,  the  inquiry  was  resumed 
into  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Guy  John 
Edward  Gaskell,  lately  an  assistant  with  Mr.  Bloodworth, 
chemisf,  Blackheath.  Mr.  Gaskell  died  suddenly  on 
November  29,  and  the  inquest  had  been  adjourned  for  an 
analysis  of  tbe  contents  of  the  stomach.  Mr.  Bloodworth 
said  deceased  had  been  in  his  employ  for  upwards  of  two 
years,  and  was  in  every  way  qualified  for  the  situation  he 
held.  Witness  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr.  Davis,  who 
came  into  possession  on  November  28.  Deceased  had  made 
arrangements  to  stay  with  Mr.  Davis  for  a  fortnight.  Dr  F. 
Womack,  toxicological  analjst  to  the  London  County  Council, 
said  he  had  examined  the  contents  cf  the  stomach,  and  bad 
found  therein  a  small  quantity  of  prussic  acid,  but  not  suffi- 
cient to  cause  death.  He  was  of  opinion  that  some  of  it 
had  evaporated.  A  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Gaskell's  said 
deceased  had  told  him  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking 
powerful  drags  in  small  quantities  as  a  stimulant.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  an  overdose  of  prussic  acid 
taken  by  misadventure. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Battersea,  on  December  18.  on  the 
body  of  Charles  Leopold  Field,  an  analytical  chemist.,  it  was 
stated  that  deceased  had  suffer=d  from  insomnia,  and  was  in 
the  habit  of  taking  chloral.  Lately  he  had  cot  done  much 
work  in  chemistry,  but  had  been  writing  short  stories.  He 
was  found  dead  in  bed  at  a  friend's  house,  where  he  was 
staying,  and  a  bottle  of  chloral,  "containing  enough  to 
poison  twenty  men,"  the  divisional  surgeon  said,  was  dis- 
covered on  his  dressing-table.  A  verdict  of  death  from 
misadventure  was  returned,  the  Coroner  (Mr.  Braxton 
Hicks)  adding  that  it,  was  another  warning  against  the 
reckless  use  of  deadly  drugs. 

Practical  Demonstrations. 
Last  week  the  students  of  the  Imperial  College  of 
Chemistry  visited  the  Geological  Museum,  Jermyn  Street, 
and  spent  the  afternoon  amongst  the  metallic  ores  and  other 
specimens  of  pharmaceutical  and  chemical  interest.  Mr. 
Frederick  Davis  discoursed  for  nearly  two  hours  upon 
mercury,  lead,  and  silver,  the  extraction  of  iron  and  the 
making  of  steel,  and  on  sulphur,  magnesite,  witherite, 
selenite,  kc. 

The  students  of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy  journeyed 
to  Widnes  on  December  15  to  visit  Muspratt's  works  of  tbe 
United  Alkali  Company.  At  the  works  they  were  divided 
into  parties,  and  were  shown  the  manufacturing  processes 
for  a  number  of  chemicals,  including  sulphuric  acid,  sodium 
carbonate,  caustic  soda,  potassium  and  sodium  chlorate,  &c. 
Each  process  was  shown  from  the  beginning.  Sulphuric  acid, 
being  the  starting-point  for  the  formation  of  must  chemicals, 
was  shown  first.  From  the  burning  of  the  pyrites  to  the 
finished  acid,  the  process  was  followed  and  minutely 
described  by  Mr.  Hedley,  the  courteous  manager,  or  by  one 
of  his  assistant  chemists  The  salt-cake  process  for  the 
manufacture  of  sodium  carbonate  came  next — first,  the 
decomposing-pans  and  the  HC1  condensers,  tbe  special 
furnace  used  in  Muspratt's  works  to  finish  the  reaction  ;  and 
finally,  the  extraction  of  the  black  ash  by  water  and  the 
evaporation  of  the  solution.  Emptying  the  molten  contents 
of  the  revolvers  into  the  bogies  was  a  sight  not  likely  to  bs 
forgotten  by  the  visitors,  and  a  peep  into  the  inside  of  them 


when  the  action  was  in  progress  excited  many  comments. 
Purification  of  the  soda-ash  completed  the  product. 
Chance's  recovery-process  evoked  considerable  interest.  The 
visitors  were  shown  the  decomposition  of  the  "  cream," 
formed  by  mixing  the  alkali  waste  with  water,  by  the  CO., 
pumped  through  it  from  the  top  of  a  limekiln  by  powerful 
engines.  The  HS  was  conducted  into  reservoirs,  from  which 
it  was  drawn,  and  mixed  with  the  requisite  amount  of  air  to 
burn  out  the  hydrogen,  then  passed  into  a  Claus's  kiln, 
where,  on  coming  into  contact  wiih  lining  of  FeS..  kept  hot 
by  chemical  action,  it  was  immediately  ignited,  depositing 
the  mlphur  in  liquid  form.  The  sulphur  thus  obtained 
is  99  99  per  cent,  pure,  but  is  liable  to  smell  of  H28  for 
a  time  While  watching  the  evaporation  of  the  caustic  soda 
liquor,  the  guides  said  an  experienced  workman  could  tell 

closely  the  degree  of  concentration  by  spitting  into  it  a 

test  that  was  promptly  attempted  by  several  of  the  visitors. 

The  special  feature  in  the  manufacture  of  chlorates  in 
these  works  is  the  employment  of  magnesia  ins  end  of  lime 
for  absorbing  the  chlotine.  The  crystals  of  KCIO.,  produced 
by  this  process  resemble  thin  sheets  of  mica,  and  they 
crystallise  on  sticks  very  prettily.  The  NaCIO,  crystals  are 
in  beautiful  quadratic  form.  The  Weldon  recovery-process 
was  also  shown,  and  the  decompesing-tanks  examited. 

Having  observed  how  repeatedly  one  substance  was  used 
up  in  the  manufacture  of  another  before  the  finished  article 
was  reached,  the  inquiry  overheard  was  not  unnatural, 
"What  do  these  manufacturers  sell  ? "  After  the  visit  tea 
was  provided  for  the  patty  at  the  Central  Hotel  before  the 
return  to  Liverpool. 

Poisonous  Patent  medicines. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Wyatt,  the  Lambeth  Coroner,  held  an  inquest  at 
Newingtonon  December  14  relative  to  the  death  of  a  man 
named  Harry  Woodhouse.  Deceased  suffered  from  insomnia, 
and  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  sleeping-draughts.  On  the 
night  of  his  death  he  took  the  best  part  of  a  4-oz.  bottle  of 
chlorodyne,  and  died  next  moining.  The  Coroner  examined 
the  bottle,  remarking  that  although  it  was  a  poison-bottle 
there  was  no  real  label  to  indicate  that  the  mixture  was 
poison  The  print  on  the  label  was  very  small,  and  the 
directions  gave  the  maximum  dose  as  thirty  drops,  which, 
as  Dr.  W.  T.  Partridge,  who  was  giving  evidence,  pointed 
out,  was  three  times  the  B.P.  maximum  dose.  A  juror  re- 
marked that  a  4-cz.  was  a  large  bottle  to  sell,  and  the 
Coroner  supposed  the  vendors  traded  on  the  principle  of  big 
sales  and  quick  returns,  but  he  held  that  the  compound 
ought  to  have  been  labelled  as  other  poisons  were.  Another 
juror  thought  it  was  time  the  Legislature  took  measures  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  these  deadly  poisons,  which  remark 
was  unanimously  acquiesced  in.  The  Coroner  said  that  case 
alone  showed  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  this  mixture 
labelled  "  Poison,"  and,  after  some  further  remarks,  a 
verdict  of  death  from  misadventure  was  returned. 

Thefc  from  a  Chemist. 

At  Retford  Police  Court,  on  December  13,  a  lad  ramed 
Dobson  was  charged  with  stealing  8d ,  the  money  of  Mr. 
Ward,  chemist  and  druggist,  Carolgate.  Mr.  Ward  stated 
that  he  found  the  lad  behind  bis  counter,  but,  he  escaped 
before  he  could  catch  him.  Prisoner  admitted  the  theft, 
but  said  he  put  the  8d.  back.  The  Bench  ordered  a  dozen 
strokes  with  the  birch  red. 

Medicine  Mistake. 

At  Camberwell,  on  December  12,  an  inquest  was  held  on 
the  body  of  a  3-months-old  baby,  the  son  of  a  clerk  named 
Clayton.  The  child,  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Mrs. 
Clayton,  had  been  left  in  the  care  of  the  landlady,  who  gave 
the  child  a  teaspoonful  of  ammonia  in  mistake  for  aniseed, 
and  it  died  the  following  day.  In  the  course  of  the  evidence 
it  transpired  that  the  bottle  from  which  the  woman  had 
taken  the  ammonia  was  labelled  "Children's  Cough-syrup," 
and  the  Coroner  lectured  the  mother  of  the  deceased  on  her 
folly  of  not  removing  the  label  before  putting  in  the  poison. 
Accidental  death  was  the  verdict. 

The  Trade  in  Anti-obstructive  Medicines. 

The  hearing  of  the  chcrge  against  the  three  brothers 
Chrimes  for  blackmailing  women  whom  they  had  supplied 
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with  abortefacients,  was  concluded  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  on  December  20,  when  two  of  the  prisoners  were 
sentenced  to  twelve  years'  and  the  other  to  seven  years'  penal 
servitude.    We  deal  with  the  case  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

At  the  hearing  of  an  assault  summons  at  Marylebone 
Police  Court,  on  December  16,  the  complainant  stated  that 
defendant — a  butcher  named  Self — accused  him  of  having 
taken  Mrs.  Self  out  for  drives  and  to  theatres,  and  thereafter 
assaulted  him.  Cross-examined,  complainant  said  his  name 
was  Edward  Owen,  but  he  also  used  the  name  of  Frederick 
Allen  in  connection  with  the  Irristum  Company  (which  was 
himself),  and  which  advertised  patent  medicines — specifics 
for  women  "  for  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  of  the 
sexes,"  to  quote  the  words  of  his  advertisement.  Evidence 
for  both  parties  having  been  given,  the  summons  was  dis- 
missed, defendant  being  ordered  to  pay  the  complainant 
three  guineas  costs. 

At  West  London  Police  Court,  on  December  17,  George 
Hare,  a  herbalist,  living  in  Shepherd's  Bush,  was  charged  on 
remand  with  administering  drugs  to  Emily  Brown  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  abortion.  Mrs.  Brown  detailed  a  con- 
vert ation  she  had  had  with  prisoner  as  to  her  condition.  Hare 
told  her  he  was  a  professor  of  medicine,  and  they  left  the  house 
together,  and  he  went  to  a  chemist's  shop  in  Goldbawk  Road 
and  got  her  a  bottle  of  medicine.  When  she  saw  the 
prisoner  the  next  time  she  told  him  the  stuff  had  done  no 
good,  and  the  prisoner  then  performed  an  operation  on 
her.  Evidence  bearing  on  this  statement  having  been 
given  by  Mrs.  Brown's  sister  and  by  Dr.  Chapman,  Detective- 
Sergeant  Allen,  who  made  a  search  at  prisoner's  house,  said 
he  found  bottles,  herbs,  and  pills  in  a  room  in  the  basement, 
besides  labels,  handbills,  and  a  large  quantity  of  empty 
bottles  in  a  room  on  the  first  floor.  Some  of  the  handbills 
were  printed,  "  The  Ever-sure  Medicine  Company, 
23  Cathnor  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush,"  and  a  few  of  the 
labels  had  the  written  words,  "  If  not  successful  call  upon 
me."    The  prisoner  was  again  remanded. 

Sale  of  Spirit  of  Salt. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Heavitree,  Exeter,  on  December  17, 
on  the  body  of  George  Otten  Roberts,  auctioneer's  accoun- 
tant. Mr.  Peacock,  chemist,  of  Messrs.  Holman,  Ham  &  Co., 
Heavitree  deposed  to  being  called  to  see  deceased,  whom 
he  found  suffering  from  poisoning  by  spirit  of  salt.  A 
bottle  labelled  "  Poison,"  which  had  contained  spirit  of  salt, 
was  found  in  the  house.  In  reply  to  the  Coroner  witness  said 
^  oz  of  spirit  of  salt  would  be  sufficient  to  poison  anyone, 
i'he  Coroner  :  It  is  a  poison  ?  Witness  :  It  is  not  a  scheduled 
poison.  The  Coroner :  A  person  would  not  have  to  sign  for 
it,  I  suppose  ?  Witness :  No ;  anyone  could  go  into  a 
huxter's  shop  and  buy  it  in  a  teacup.  In  this  case  more  had 
been  done  than  was  required  by  law,  for  this  bottle  had  a 
poison-label  on  it.  Mr.  Peacock  said  he  had  promptly 
administered,  as  antidotes,  oil,  and  then  chalk,  and  continued 
the  treatment  until  the  doctor  arrived. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Thomas,  manager  of  Messrs.  Holman,  Ham  & 
Co.'s  branch  establishment,  at  Sidwell's  Street,  Exeter,  de- 
posed to  having  served  a  man  whom  he  believed  was  the 
deceased  with  a  quantity  of  spirit  of  salt,  in  a  bottle 
similar  to  the  one  produced,  and  which  he  labelled  "  Poison." 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  while  temporarily 
insane. 

The  Dignified  Doctor. 

At  an  inquest  held  last  week  at  Bedminster  concerning 
the  death  of  a  man  named  Hendy,  it  appeared  that 
5  gr.  of  sulpbooal  had  been  obtained  from  Mr.  Allen, 
chemist,  and  given  to  the  deceased  shortly  before  his  death. 
Mr.  Barker  (Deputy-Coroner)  asked  Dr.  Edward  Regan 
Crofton  (a  witness)  how  much  sul phonal  constituted  a  fatal 
dose.  "  I  am  not  a  specialist,"  replied  the  doctor.  "  But,  as 
a  medical  man,  what  do  you  consider  a  fatal  quantity  !  "  asked 
the  Coroner.  "  I  am  not  a  specialist  and  cannot  say,"  per- 
sisted Dr.  Crofton.  In  reply  to  a  further  question  he  added, 
*'  I  do  know,  but  I  decline  to  say  "  To  this  the  Coroner 
rejoined,  "  If  you  will  not  give  your  evidence  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  pay  you  your  fee."  "  You  will  have  to  pay  me  my  fee," 
was  the  response.  Ultimately  the  doctor  vouchsafed  the  in- 
formation that  he  should  not  himself  have  given  the  man  any 
sulphonal,  but  tha1:-  5  gr.  could  not  do  any  harm.    There  was 


a  little  more  wrangling,  and  the  C  oroner  ended  by  saying, 
"  I  shall  leave  you  to  sue  for  your  fee,  and  I  shall  consider 
whether  to  adopt  the  alternative  course  of  fining  you  for  not. 
having  proper  respect  for  the  Court."  lie  also  explaine'l 
to  the  jury  that  it  was  necessary  to  get  the  information 
from  a  medical  man  in  order  to  be  sure  that  the  chemist  had 
done  nothing  other  than  what  he  ought  to  have  don>\ 
Ultimately  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  death  was  due  to 
cardiac  failure. 

Fires. 

An  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  on  December  16  on  the  pre- 
mises of  Messrs.  G.  Heatley  &  Co.,  druggists,  Middlesborougb, 
through  some  fancy  article  in  the  window  coming  in  contact, 
with  a  lighted  gas-jet.  Although  the  flames  were  quickly, 
subdued,  damage  to  the  extent  of  50/.  was  done. 

Fire  broke  out  on  December  17  at  the  factory  of  Messrs. 
Wyleys  (Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  Coventry.  The 
outbreak  was  discovered  by  two  boys,  who  raised  an  alarm, 
and  the  flames  were  quickly  subdued  by  the  firm's  work- 
people with  their  own  appliances,  and  the  damage  done  was' 
slight. 

A  fire  occurred  on  December  16  in  the  shop  occupied  by 
Mr.  Percy  Rhodes,  druggist,  Paragon  Street,  Hull.  A  new 
American  chemical  fire-engine,  which  is  on  trial  with  the 
Hull  Corporation,  extinguished  the  outbreak  in  a  very  short. 
time,  but  the  stock  was  considerably  damaged.  The  out- 
break is  attributed  to  an  oil-stove  which  had  been  left 
alight. 

There  was  a  fire  the  other  day  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Newton  &  Mason,  chemists,  West  Bromwich.  The  outbreak 
originated  in  the  cellar,  and  was  not  extinguished  until  con- 
siderable damage  had  been  done.  One  of  the  women  employed 
by  the  firm  was  severely  burnt  about  the  face  and  head,  and 
was  removed  to  the  district  hospital. 

Charge  of  Burglary. 

At  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  on  December  20,  Joseph  Cade 
and  Geo.  Ward  were  charged  with  breaking  into  Messrs. 
May,  Roberts  &  Co.'s  warehouse,  at  9  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.O., 
with  intent  to  steal.  About  midnight  on  December  19,  » 
police-constable  heard  an  electric  alarm-bell  ringing  in  the 
prosecutors'  premises.  The  officer  found  the  front  of  the 
warehouse  secure.  He  scaled  a  10-foot  wall,  gained  access 
to  the  rear,  and  discovered  the  two  prisoners  on  the  roof  of 
the  warehouse.  Another  constable  having  arrived,  both- 
prisoners  were  secured.  The  prisoners  were  committed  for 
trial  to  the  Sessions.  This  is,  we  understand,  the  sixth 
attempt  within  fifteen  months  to  burgle  Messrs.  May,  Roberts 
&  Co 's  premises,  but  the  complete  system  of  electric  alarms* 
which  the  firm  have  fitted  up  all  over  their  establishment 
has  frustrated  each  attempt. 

The  Specific  Micro-organism  of  Vaccine. 

It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Stanley  Kent,  of  St.  Thomases 
Hospital,  who  has  been  working  at  vaccinia  since  1893,  has 
succeeded  in  discovering  the  specific  micro-organism  upon 
which  it  depends.  He  has  further  prepared  pure  cultures  o\ 
the  germ,  and  has  used  them  for  vaccination  apparently  with 
good  results. 

London  University. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  states  that  the  Senate  of 
London  University  met  last  week  to  consider  the  offer  of  tbr? 
Government  to  house  the  University  in  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute.   No  decision  was  arrived  at,  and  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  with  the  view  of  obtaining  further  particulars. 

Prevention  of  Consumption. 
The  Association  formed  by  leading  medical  men  t,  few 
months  ago  to  prevent  the  spread  of  consumption  has  had  a  ' 
good  send-off  by  the  meeting  held  under  the  presidency  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  Marlborough  House,  on  Tuesday.  The 
company  present  was  representative  of  the  medical  corpora- 
tions of  the  country,  also  of  agriculture,  veterinary  surgery, 
and  science.  The  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  the  Earl  of  Rose- 
bery,  Sir  John  Brnnner,  Sir  Richard  Thome  Thorne,  and 
Prof.  Burdon  Saunderson  were  amongst  those  present.  Sii 
Wm.  Broadbent,  M.D.,  explained  the  objects  of  the  Associ'v- 
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tion.  stating  that  there  are  nearly  60,000  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  in  this  country  annually,  and  although  certain 
forms  have  been,  by  improved  sanitation  and  treatment, 
decreased  by  50  per  cent,  during  the  past  fifty  years, 
consumption  of  the  bowels  in  children  is  on  the  increase 
owing  to  the  use  of  milk  from  tuberculous  cows.  The  objects 
of  the  Association  are :— (1)  To  educate  the  public  as  to  the 
means  of  preventing  the  spread  of  consumption  from  those 
already  suffering  from  the  disease  ;  (2)  to  extinguish  tuber- 
culosis in  cattle ;  and  (3)  to  promote  the  erection  of 
sanatoria  for  the  open-air  treatment  of  tuberculous  disease. 
In  connection  with  the  third  object,  Sir  William  said  that 
we  are  much  behind  other  countries,  but  a  self-supporting 
sauitorium  is  to  be  established  in  London,  the  London 
partners  of  Messrs.  Werrher  ti  Beit  having  offered  to  erect 
and  equip  one  at  their  own  expense  (20  C00/.).  Sir  T. 
Grainger  Stewart  (Edinburgh),  Dr.  Moore  (Dublin).  Sir  James 
Sawyer  (Birmingham),  Prof.  McFadyean  (Royal  Veterinary 
College).,  and  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury  f  i  lowed,  the  Prime 
Minister  deprecating  legislative  interferes  <•,  hi  t  importing 
voluntary  effort  towards  the  abatement  of  consumption  in 
man  and  beast.  The  Pi  ince  of  Wales  supported  these  views, 
and  mentioned  that  his  mother  had  given  orders  for  the 
destruction  of  thirty-six  cows  in  her  dairy-farm  when  she 
heard  that  they  showed  by  the  tubsrculin-test  that  they  were 
tuberculous.  The  meeting  passed  a  resolution  expressing  its 
approval  of  the  objects  of  the  a-sociation  and  commending 
its  "  method  of  instructing  pub  ic  opinion  and  stimulating 
public  interest  rather  than  the  advocacy  of  measures  of 
compulsion." 

Cricket  Championship  in  the  Drug-trade. 
The  combined  efforts  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  (of  Davy,  Hill  & 
Oo.)  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Moxon  (of  Baigoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.)  to 
inaugurate  a  cricket  championship  in  the  crug-trade  have 
resulted  in  the  combination  of  the  following  clubs — viz., 
Burgoyne,  Burbidges;  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.;  Davy, 
Hill  &  Oo.  ;  Hewlett  &  Son;  Howards  &  Sons;  Stevenson  & 
Howell.  Several  firms  who  have  cricket  clubs  have  been 
unable  to  raise  teams  consisting  entirely  of  their  own  men, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  these  may  be  able  to  enter  the  League 
in  a  year  or  two.  A  cup  is  provided  by  the  generosity  of 
several  leading  firms,  who  are  ,-ubscribing  in  the  interest  of 
sport  and  cricket.  In  addition  to  those  above  enumerated, 
several  firms  who  are  unable  av>  present  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  competition  have  promised  a  donation  of  two 
guineas,  to  which  amount  subscriptions  are  limited.  The 
Hon.  Secretaries  (C.  A  Hill  and  G.  R.  Mos;on)  will  be  glad 
to  ieceive  the  donations  cf  those  firms  willing  to  give  their 
support  in  the  course  of  the  next  fortnight.  A  general 
meeting  was  held  at  the  offices  of  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Bur- 
bidges &  Co.  on  Tuesday  last,  December  20,  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  in 
the  chair.  The  title  of  "  Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Cricket  Championship"  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  general 
rules  relating  to  the  League  were  arranged.  A  small  annual 
entrance-fee  for  each  club  will  render  the  League  self- 
supporting,  and  a  committee  of  management  has  been 
appointed  (consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  club),  to 
whom  all  questions  that  may  arise  shall  be  referred,  and 
whose  decision  shall  in  all  cases  be  final. 

Football. 

The  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy  F.C.  played  a 
match  with  Walton-on-Thames  on  Saturday  last,  on  the 
ground  of  the  latter.  The  School  had  the  best  of  the  game 
all  through  and  finished  with  three  goals  to  nil. 

Bronchial  Cigarettes. 

f  At  Saffron  Walden  Police  Court  on  December  14,  a  man 
giving  the  name  of  J.  Butt,  of  London,  was  charged  with 
obtaining  money  by  false  pretences  in  connect  ion  with  the 
3ate  of  "bronchial  cigarettes.'  Accused,  it  was  stated, 
represented  that  the  cigarettes  he  sold  were  a  medicinal 
preparation  for  the  benefit  of  bronchial  sufferers,  and  cn  his 
billheads  was  the  name  of  "J.  Butt,  Londcn."  He  was 
remanded  for  inquiries. 

Got  from  Milk. 

At  the  Devonshire  County  Council  on  December  15,  a  com- 
plaint by  the  Devonshire  Dairies  Company  against  the 
CiHnty  Analyst  was  discussed.    The  company  stated  that 


the  analyst  had  certified  that  a  sample  of  milk  was 
adulterated,  while  the  Somerset  House  analyst  certified  that 
the  milk  was  not  adulterated.  Sir  John  l'hear  pointed  out 
that  twenty-three  dajs  elapsed  between  tbr  respective 
analyse?,  and  by  the  time  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities 
got  the  sample  the  milk  had  decomposed,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  solids  had  been  turned  into  other  ingredients 
— ammonia,  carbonic  acid,  and  alcohol.   No  action  was  taken. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

At  a  meeting  of  chemists  in  Plymouth  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  December  21,  Mr.  J.  Davy  Turney,  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Local  Executive  for  next  year's  visit  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference,  said  he  had  a  most  encouraging 
repoit  to  make.  He  had  already  received  a  number  of 
letters  expressing  pleasure  at  the  prospect  of  the  meeting. 
Many  chemists  and  druggists  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
had  written  asking  for  '  Guides  to  Plymouth,"  and  Mr. 
A.  D.  Breeze  had  sent  out  about  sixty  copies  of  the  excellent 
guide  issued  by  the  Mercantile  Association,  of  which  he  is 
Secretary.  Mr.  Turney  also  announced  a  great  many  letters 
from  chemists  and  others  in  the  district  promising  to  help. 
Chemists  were  on  all  hands  giving  themselves  heart  and 
soul  towards  makiDg  the  Conference  a  success,  which  it  is 
anticipated  it  will  be  ia  the  highest  sense.  Many  outside 
the  trade  had  expressed  the  intention  of  attending  the 
Conference.  In  order  to  proceed  without  loss  of  time,  the 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  sketched  a  rough  programme 
for  the  meeting  next  autumn,  and  in  order  to  facilitate 
matters  divided  the  local  executive  committee  into  sub- 
committees. Following  the  magnificent  reception  given  to 
the  Conference  at  Belfast,  the  local  committee  feel  that 
every  eff)rt  must  be  made  to  give  delegates  a  reception 
wortl  y  of  the  occasion. 

Cycle-accident  to  a  Chemist. 

On  the  eveniDg  of  December  20,  Mr.  Henry  Holland, 
chemist,  of  Middlewich,  went  for  a  spin  on  his  bicycle,  and 
was  returning  through  Bostock,  when  his  back-wheel 
skidded,  and  he  was  pitched  into  the  roadway.  His  shoulder 
was  dislocated  and  he  was  badly  bruised.  He  had  to  be 
conveyed  home. 

Charge  of  Poisoning  n  Chemist's  "Wife. 

At  Halstead  Petty  Sessions,  on  December  20,  Elizabeth 
Walford,  a  domestic  servant,  was  charged  with  attempting 
to  poison  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Marlar,  wdfe  of  Mr.  J.  Marlar, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Halstead.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Marlar 
was  to  the  effect  that  prisoner,  who  was  his  servant,  on  the 
morning  of  December  15  brought  his  wife  a  cup  of  tea  and 
some  toast  to  her  room.  It  was  not  customary  for  her  to 
do  so,  but  they  thought  she  had  done  it  out  of  pure  good 
will.  His  wife  took  some  tea  and  then  a  bite  of  the  toast, 
bat  immediately  took  it  out  of  her  mouth,  exclaiming  that 
it  was  poisoned.  Witness  examined  it,  and  found  a  white 
powcer  on  the  toast  which  he  discovered  to  be  similar  to  a 
mixture  of  strychnine  and  wheat-tlour  he  had  laid  on  a  shelf 
in  the  passage  the  previous  night  to  kill  mice.  He  asked 
prisoner  what  she  had  done,  but  she  made  no  reply,  so  he 
sealed  in  two  boxes  the  toast  and  the  poison  and  banded 
them  to  the  police.  Evidence  having  been  given  by  the 
police,  and  by  Dr.  Robert",  to  whom  the  poisoned  toa9t  and 
the  powder  were  submitted,  the  Bench  remanded  the  prisoner 
for  a  week  in  order  that  the  powder  might  be  analysed  by  an 
expert. 


3rteb  IRcws. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Holiday-closing. 

Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co.,  36  Bride  Street,  Dublio,  will 
close  their  offices  and  warehouses  from  December  24  until 
December  23  for  the  Christmas  holidays. 

The  Free-medicine  Fraud. 
With  a  view  of  checking  the  increasing  tendency  of  a 
section  of  the  b2tterc!a=s  public  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
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Poor-law  Act,  the  Castlereagh  Guardians  have  posted  a 
notice  in  the  dispensary,  that  parties  obtaining  drugs  or 
medicines  by  fraud  or  false  pretences  will  be  prosecuted. 

Pharmaceutical  Examiners  to  Apothecaries'  Hall. 

The  following  examiners  have  been  appointed,  amongst 
others,  by  the  Apothecaries'  Hallof  Ireland  for  the  year  1899  : — 
Chemistry  and  physics,  Professors  W.  N.  Hartley  and  0.  E.  C. 
Tichborne,  M.P.6I.  ;  pharmacy,  W.  V.  Furlong,  L  P  S.I.,  and 
G.  A.  Stritch,  L  A.H  ;  materia  medica,  Messrs.  John  Evans, 
•L.P.S.I.,  and  S.  M.  Thompson,  L  P.S.I. ;  medical  juris- 
prudence, H.  A  Auchinleck,  L.A.H.,  and  J.  E.  Kenny, 
L.A.H. 

The  Pharmacist  Would  be  Cheaper. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Carden,  LP  S  I.,  has  resigned  the  apothecary- 
ship  to  the  Waterford  Asylum  through  ill-health.  Trie 
Board  of  Control,  on  this,  stated  that  as  the  post  of 
apothecary  was  to  be  abolished  on  vacancy  the  appointment 
of  a  hcum-tenens  was  not  necessary.  It  has,  however,  been 
represented  to  them  that,  failing  the  appointment  of  a 
successor  tt  Mr.  Carden,  they  would  have  to  get  an  assistant 
medical  officer  at  1507.  a  year  and  extras.  A  pharmacist 
would  be  cheaper. 

A  Commission  Claim. 
At  the  Dablin  City  Sessions,  on  December  17,  the  Bovine 
Company  (Limited)  were  sued  by  Martin  Lrophy  for  1QI.  12v , 
commission.  The  plaintiff  said  he  was  appointed  agent  to 
the  company  in  March  last  on  the  understanding  that  his 
agency  was  an  exclusive  one  for  the  city  and  county  of 
Ihiblin.  In  October  he  ascertained  that  other  parties  were 
collecting  accounts  in  the  city,  whereby  he  was  deprived  of 
his  commission.  The  defence  was  that  some  of  the  orders 
on  which  commission  was  claimed  were  given  direct  to  the 
office,  and  not  through  the  agents.  The  Recorder  gave  a 
decree  for  eleven  guineas. 

Looking  after  the  Drug-contract.] 
At  a  meeting  last  week  of  the  Killarney  Guardians,  Dr. 
Brosnan,  dispensary  officer,  explained  in  writing  his  reasons 
for  refusing  to  examine  the  drug-tenders.  Two  years  ago 
he  furnished  a  report  on  the  tenders,  but  his  recommenda- 
tion was  ignored  ;  last  year  his  co-referee  did  not  act,  and 
this  year  he  found  that  the  Guardians  were  keeping  aloof 
from  the  checking.  In  his  opinion  the  Guardians  should 
themselves  make  the  selection.  Mr.  J.  J.  Sewell,  L.P.S.I., 
offered  to  examine  the  tenders  with  the  medical  officer,  but 
not  alone.  When  on  a  former  occasion  he  volunteered  to 
tabulate  the  tenders  the  Guardians  had  declined  the 
•contract. 


Scotcb  1Rew0, 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Whisky  Bottle. 
At  Ayr  last  week  a  boy  of  3|  years  got  hold  of  a  bottle  of 
whisky,  and  drank  so  much  of  it  that  he  died.     His  mother 
"had  been  giving  him  a  small  quantity  for  an  internal  trouble 

Chemist  Assaults  a  Groom. 

At  Ayr  Police  Court,  on  Monday,  Bailie  Auld  on  the 
Bench,  Charles  Wyllie,  chemist,  Union  Buildings,  Smith 
Street,  Ayr,  was  fined  25s.  for  assaulting  Robert  Skelly,  a 
groom. 

More  Light. 

Mr.  Wm.  Forgie,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
Falkirk,  N.B.,  has  recently  introduced  the  electric  light  into 
his  premises.  Mr.  Forgie  has  been  in  his  present  establish- 
ment for  about  seventeen  years. 

Early  Closing. 
The  initiative  in  a  new  early-closing  movement  among 
Dundee  chemists  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Lindsay, 
140  Albert  Street,  who  begins  on  January  4  to  close  his 
premises  on  Wednesday  afternoons  at  3  o'clock,  not  reopen- 
ing until  Thursday  mornings. 


An  Aerating  Extension. 
Messrs.  Fraser  &  Green,  chemists,  Buchanan  Street, 
Glasgow,  have  recently  extended  the  aerated- water  manu- 
factory in  connection  with  their  works  by  the  installation 
of  an  entirely  new  plant  supplied  by  Messrs.  I'.ratby  k. 
Hinchliffe  (Limited),  Glasgow.  The  apparatus  has  extra- 
large  cylinders,  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Chemists  and  Street  Accidents. 

A  joiner  named  Robert  Watt,  on  December  14,  fell  through 
the  window  of  the  shop  of  Mr.  D.  J.  McKinnon,  chemist, 
Hawkhill,  Dundee,  and  was  severely  cut  about  the  head. — 
On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  at  the  annual  meetiDg  of 
the  Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association  held  in  Dundee,  a 
grievance  experienced  by  Dundee  chemists  in  this  connection 
was  given  publicity.  Whenever  an  acoident  occurs  the 
injured  person  is  conveyed  to  the  chemist,  who  invariably 
dresses  the  wound,  or,  if  the  injuries  are  of  too  serious  a 
character,  sends  the  victim  to  the  infirmary,  in  many  cases 
in  a  cab  and  at  his  own  expense.  The  grievance  consists  in 
the  fact  that  the  chemist  is  frequently  left  to  bear  the  cost. 
One  gentleman  who  had  suffered  in  this  way  on  many 
occasions  thought  the  city  authorities  should  make  provision 
for  such  circumstances.  Bailie  Doig,  who  was  present  at 
the  meeting,  is  understood  to  have  said  that  if  a  note  of  the 
expense  incurred  be  handed  to  the  policeman  on  the  beat,  it 
would  be  paid. 


Mclsb  mews. 


|  Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  tlie  Editor. 


The  Burn-doctor. 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Wrexham  on  Dscember  13,  respect- 
ing the  death  of  a  child  named  Oldfield,  aged  5  years,  who 
died  from  the  results  of  burns,  a  man  named  Howard, 
engaged  at  some  local  steelworks,  gave  evidence.  Ha  was 
called  in  to  see  the  child,  but  under  his  treatment  it  got 
1  worse  and  died.  He  told  the  Coroner  that  he  had  attended 
thousands  of  burning-cases,  and  thought  himself  as  good  "at 
the  job  "  as  any  medical  man  in  North  Wales.  He  did  not 
wash  the  burn  with  an  antiseptic  but  simply  cleaned  it  with 
a  piece  of  soft  rag.  Dr.  J.  E.  H.  Davies  stated  that  on 
taking  off  the  dressings  he  found  a  very  offensive  discharge 
covering  the  surface  of  the  wounds,  and  from  what  he  saw 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  child  had  died  from  the 
absorption  of  this  septic  decomposing  matter  into  the 
system.  The  wounds  were  in  a  very  foul  state,  and  that 
was  an  improper  state  of  things.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  accidental  death,  and  severely  censured 
Howard.    The  Coroner  also  cautioned  Howard. 

Glamorganshire  Drugs. 

Mr.  Seyer,  B.Sc,  public  analyst  for  Glamorganshire,  in  his 
report  for  the  past  quarter  mentions,  among  other  articles, 
ground  ginger,  six  samples  of  which  were  satisfactory,  but 
three  very  poor.  He  suspects  that  the  addition  of  exhausted 
ginger  still  continues,  though  the  difficulty  of  proving  it, 
except  in  very  bad  cases,  is  great.  A  sample  sold  as  "sweet 
spirit  of  nitre"  was  deficient  in  nitrous  ether  to  the  extent 
of  83  per  cent,  of  the  miDimum  quantity,  and  also  deficient  in 
alcoholic  strength.  He  explains  tbat  in  the  new  Pharmacopceia 
the  term  "sweet  spirit  of  nitre  "  is  made  synonymous  with 
spiritus  retheris  nitres; ;  apart  from  this,  however,  it  appears 
that  wholesale  houses  send  out  two  qualities  as  "spiritus 
retheris  nitrosi,"  one  of  which  is  weaker  in  alcohol,  and 
deficient  therefore  in  keeping  properties.  Retail  chemists 
should  be  cautioned  against  buying  this  cheaper  spiritus 
xtheris  nitrosi  so  called,  which  has  no  claim  to  that  title. 

|  A  sample  of  compound  tincture  of  cinchona  was  not  equal 
to  the  1885  standard,  either  in  spirit  or  a'kaloidal  strength. 

|  The  samples  examined  recently  were  very  deficient  in 
alkaloidal  strength.  As  the  new  Pharmacopreia  fixes  a 
definite  limit  for  alkaloidal  strength,  there  must  lie  a  great 
improvement  in  this  article  if  it  is  to  conform  to  th^t 
standard.  With  the  beginning  of  18;9  all  drugs  ought 
certainly  (o  be  of  the  1898  B  P  standard. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  24,  189R 


jfrcncb  mews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Materia  Medica  at  tiie  Paris  Exhibition. — A  part 
of  Cla-s  54  in  the  French  section  of  the  coming  Exhibition 
will  consist  of  all  medicinal  plants  and  natural  vegetable 
products  usedin  pharmacy.  Exhibits  are  invited  from  herb 
growers  and  dealers,  herb-druggists,  impoiters,  schools  of 
pharmacy,  botanical  gardens,  professors,  and  amateurs. 

The  Bubonic  Plague  at  Tamatave— On  learning 
last  week  that  the  plague  had  broken  out  in  Madagascar, 
the  Pasteur  Institute  at  once  placed  a  quantity  of  antibubcnic 
serum  at  the  disposal  of  the  French  Colonial  Orlice. 
Although  the  outbreak  in  question  has  now  somewhat 
abated,  a  competent  staff  of  doctors  leave  this  week  for 
Tamatave,  and  will  take  a  sufficient  supply  of  the  serum 
with  tt  em. 

Cloves  and  Caffeine. — By  a  new  order  the  French 
Customs  authorities  permit  a  relaxation  of  the  import-duly 
on  cloves  in  order  to  encourage  tha  distillation  of  the 
essential  oil,  which  is  now  consumed  in  large  quantities  in 
France  by  vanillin-manufacturers.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
authorities  will  grant  a  similar  concession  in  regard  to 
waste  tea,  so  that  caffeine  may  be  manufactured  in  France  to 
compete  with  the  imported  article. 

Illness  Insurance. — The  Syndicate  of  Pharmacists  of 
Seine  and  Oise  have  decided  to  take  the  initiative  in  the 
formation  of  an  "  Association  of  French  Pharmacists  for 
Providing  an  Indemnity  in  Case  of  Illness."  The  object  of 
the  proposed  Association  is  to  provide  a  pecuniary  indemnity 
to  its  members  who,  by  accident  or  illness,  are  either 
tempoiarily  or  permanently  unable  to  attend  to  business. 
Membership  will  be  confined  to  pharmacist-proprietors 
between  the  ages  of  27  and  C4.  The  important  point  of  the 
amount  cf  subscription  to  be  charged  has  yet  to  be  debated. 
The  amount  would  naturally  vary  according  to  the  members' 
ages. 

Franco-Italian  Customs-tariff.— In  addition  to  the 
articles  mentioned  in  the  C.  $  I).  of  December  10  the 
following  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  reductions  in 
the  new  tariff,  the  figures  representing  the  old  duty  beirg 
in  brackets: — Essential  oil  of  roses,  20f.  per  kilo.  [40f.]; 
spices,  not  enumerated,  25 F.  per  100  kilos.  [27  50f.]; 
common  soap,  7f.  per  100  kilos.  [8f.] ;  scented  soap,  35f.  ptr 
100  kilos.  [40f  ]  ;  perfumery  (it  alcoholised,  spirit-duty  in 
addition),  50f.  per  100  kilos."  [  1001'.]  :  glue,  2f.  per  100  kilos. ; 
artificial  fish-glue,  lOf.  per  100  kilos. ;  and  varnishes  and 
polishes,  14.50f.  per  100  kilos.  This  abatement  in  the  Italian 
conventional  tariff  in  favour  of  France  will,  in  virtue  of  a 
most-favoured- nation  treaty,  be  conceded  to  British  products 
also. 

Liter aby. —  "A  Practical  Treatise  on  Chemical  and 
Microbian  Analysis  of  Drinking-water "  is  a  useful  little 
work,  costing  2f.,  by  M.  Baucher,  pharmacist,,  and  M. 
Dommergue,  expert  chemist,  and  seems  to  cover  the  ground 
indicated  by  the  1  it] e. — The  Society  of  Pharmacy  of  the 
Loiret  have  just  issued  the  fourth  edition  of  their  tariff  of 
prices  for  pharmacists;  also  a  "  Formulary,"  the  object  of 
which  is  to  enable  pharmacists  to  compete  with  patent 
medicines  by  substituting  reliable  preparations.  The  price 
for  the  two  works  is  6f. — "Modern  Savants,  their  Life  and 
Work,  from  Academical  Documents;'  by  M.  A.  Jlebiere,  is  an 
interf  sting  book  recently  published  by  Nony&Cie.,  Paris.  It 
summarises  the  lives  and  work  of  the  principal  deceased 
modern  savants,  French  and  foreign,  in  a  clear  and  readable 
manner,  and  covers  about  two  centuries.  Living  scientists 
are  not  included  in  the  book.  "In  order,"  says  the  author, 
"that  they  may  be  judged  by  their  peers,  I  have  drawn 
largely  and  almo.-t  exclusively  from  the  historical  works  of 
the  Fiench  Academy  "  The  leading  chemists  form  a  special 
feature  of  the  work,  including,  of  course,  such  men  as 
Lavoisier  and  Pasteur. 

An  Appreciated  Bard. — The  Societe  de  Prevoyance  des 
Pharmaciens  de  Paris  et  de  la  Seine  held  their  anneal 
dinner  a  few  evenings  since.  During  the  evening  M. 
Julliard,  the  we.l-known  Paris  pharmacist,  who  completed 
his  fiftieth  year  of  pharmaceutical  practice  a  few  months 


ago,  was  presented  with  a  handsome  bronze,  for  which  about 
ahundred  of  his  colleagues  had  subscribed.  The  venerable- 
pharmacist  appeared  much  gratifkd  and  somewhat  sur- 
prised, the  subscription  having  been  kept  a  secret.  Ihe 
bronze  represented  "  Time  Disarmed  by  Song."  It  should 
be  explained  that  M.  Julliard  is  a  rhymer  in  his  leisure 
mcments,  and  his  poetical  effusions  (mostly  written  in  a 
light  vein,  sometimes  with  a  touch  of  humour  distinctly 
Gallic  in  its  character)  are  much  appreciated  when  he 
recites  them  at  social  gatherings.  His  Muse  often  seeks 
inspiration  in  the  familiar  object*  of  pharmacy,  and  some 
lines  of  his  are  distinctly — quaint.  The  subject  of  the  bronze 
— Father  Time  la}ing  aside  his  scythe  and  hour-glass  to 
embrace  the  fair  spirit  of  Song— was  therefore  thought  to 
be  peculiarly  appropriate. 

Academy  Meetings. — The  Academy  of  Medicine  held  its 
annual  meeting  last  week,  when  the  usual  list  of  prizes  was 
announced.  These  included  2  COOf.  to  M.  Jules  Auclair 
Paris,  for  a  work  on  the  cure  of  tuberculosis.  The  Henri 
Buignet  prize  of  l,5C0f.  (6C7  )  w;-s  accorr ed  to  M.  Grimbert, 
chief  pharmacist  of  the  Cochin  Hospital,  Paris.  M.  L.  Huret, 
chief  pharmacist  of  the  Trousseau  Hospital,  Paris,  received 
the  Vernois  prize  of  700f  (28/)  ;  Dr.  P.  Bazy  1  500f.  (60/.) 
in  connection  with  the  Tremblay  prize  Some  60  prizes  were 
awarded  in  all,  in  amounts  varying  from  2C0f.  to  7,2C0f.  The 
Academy  of  Sciences  held  its  annual  meeting  on  Monday. 
The  President,  M.  C.  Wolf,  teferred  to  the  coming  bi-centenary 
of  the  first  meeting  of  the  old  Academy.  M.  Berthelot 
read  a  paper  on  the  life  and  work  of  Brown  Sequard. 
Among  the  honours  awarded  by  the  Academy,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  Mr.  M.  S.  Chandler,  of  Cambridge,  received  the 
Lalande  prize ;  Mr.  George  William  Hill  the  Damoiseau 
prize ;  Mr.  R.  P.  Pantel  was  awarded  the  Thore  prize  ;  and 
Messrs.  Edw.  Philps  Allis  and  A.  Thomas  the  Lallcmand 
prize. 

The  Political  Microbe — I  copy  the  appended  cartoon 
from  a  recently-established  halfpenny  daily  called  Lc  Petit 
Bleu,  which  often  gives  some  clever  caricatures.  The  artist 
is  a  M.  Lourdey.     In  this  instance  M.  Dupuy  asks  the  old 


savant,  who  is  engaged  with  his  microscope,  "  What  are  yon 
examining,  Master  1 "  "  This  is  the  expectoration  of  Ed-nund 
Monson.  I  find  in  it,  as  I  did  in  the  Chamberlain  expecto- 
rations, the  bacillus  of  Francophobia."  The  resemblance  of 
the  savant  to  Kruger  is  curious  ;  but  the  publisher  of  the 
paper  tells  me  that  was  not  at  ail  intended  by  the  arlist,  and 
was  purely  accidental. 
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"  Poet- mab  king." — A  correspondent  of  the  C.  D  A  .ask?  ex- 
porterswhen  shipping  to  be  sure  and  "port- mark"  the  cases.  It 
is  not  sufficient  to  brand  them  with  a  particular  brand.  A  case 
has  come  under  his  notice  in  which  a  shipment  of  merchan- 
dise was  landed  at  Caps  Town.  It  was  intended  for  a  well- 
known  London  house,  and  branded  only  with  their  distinctive 
brand.  The  bill  of  lading  was  all  in  order,  and  the  merchant 
in  London  demanded  his  goods  of  the  shipping  company, 
who  pointed  to  their  conditions  on  the  bill  of  lading  that  all 
goods  must  be  "port-marked,"  or  the  responsibility  of  carry- 
ing to  that  port  did  not  rest  with  them. 

Kauri-gum  Industry. — The  Bill  to  conserve  the 
interests  of  the  kauri-gum  industry  in  New  Zealand  by 
excluding  aliens  from  the  fields  (see  C  S-  D.,  December  10, 
page  937)  is  pressing  rather  severely  upon  Austrian  immi- 
grants out  there.  On  Monday,  December  19,  the  Austrian 
Consul  in  Auckland  interviewed  the  Hon.  R  J.  Stddon,  the 
Premier,  about  the  matter,  stating  that  4C0  Austrians  had 
recently  arrived,  but  were  unable  to  make  a  living.  Mr. 
Seddon  replied  that  the  New  Zealand  Government  was  not 
responsible,  and  pointed  out  that  the  men  had  no  intention  of 
becoming  settlers,  that  they  rarely  learnt  Eaglish,  that  they 
kept  to  themselves,  made  what  money  they  could,  and  then 
returned  home.  The  new  Act  which  had  been  passed  had 
been  found  necessary  in  order  to  regulate  the  digging,  and 
the  Austrians  had  been  treated  in  the  same  way  as  others. 

New  Zealand   Pharmacy. — The  Pharmacy  Bill,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  more  than  once  in  this 
journal,  became  the  Pharmacy  Act  on  November  11,  the 
Legislative  Council  having  approved  of  it.    The  new  Act 
will  come  into  force  on  January  1,  1899.    Id  repeals  the 
Acts  of  1880  and  1887,  and  in  the  definition  clause  we  find 
that  "  drug  "  or  "drugs"  means  any  medicine  or  compound 
in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  "  pre;criptions "  means 
the  prescriptions  of  legally  qualified  medical  piactitioneis. 
The  Act  incorporates  the  Paarmaceutical  Society  of  New- 
Zealand,  whose  affairs  will  be  managed  bv  the  Pharmacy 
Board  of  New  Zealand,  so  that  the  existing  Board  will 
be  continued  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  Society.  The 
colony    is  divided    into  four    administrative  districts — 
Auckland,  Wellington,  Caristchurch,  and  Dunedin — either 
of  which  may  be  the  Society's  headquarters,  as  the  majority 
of  the  members  may  decide.    Provision  is  made  for  the 
election  of  the  Board,  which  is  to  consist  of  ten  members  of 
the  Society.    The  Board  is  a  Council  and  examining  body  io. 
one,  and  will  grant  to  registered  persons  the  title  "  pharma- 
ceutical chemist."    Power  is  granted  for  a  majority  of  the 
Board  to  move  the  Governor  in  Council  to  expunge  any  person's 
name  from  the  register  who  is  unfit  to  be  thereon.  All  persons 
who  have  been  in  businessfortwo  years  since  1881,  and  before 
the  new  Act  passed,  will  be  entitled  to  registration  without 
examination  ;  also  those  who  have  been  for  the  same  period 
solely  employed  as  dispensers  to  medical  men  [a  quite 
inadequate  qualification. — Ed  C  3?  D  ].    Those  holding  the 
Minor  or  Major  diplomas  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  Irish 
Licence,  are  also  to  be  registered  without  examination,  but 
the  Bjard  has  the  privilege  of  determining  which  colonial 
certificates  will  bs  similarly  accepted.    Medica1  practitioners 
may  be  registered  under  the  Act.    The  examinations  insti- 
tuted are  to  be  in  materia  medica,   botany,  chemistry, 
practical  chemistry,  pharma°y,   and   practical  pharmacy, 
and  such  other  sabjects  as  the  Board  may  decide.  No 
Preliminary  examination  is  mentioned,  and  Done  appears  to 
be  contemplated,  as  no  one  rray  enter  for  examination  who 
has  not  served  a  three-years'  apprenticeship  and  is  18  years 
of  ag;e.    Companies  are  recognised  by  the  Act,  bat  they 
and  "any  person"  who  keeps  a  shop  for  dispensing  prescrip- 
tions must  inform  the  Board  who  is  the  qualified  manager 
of  the  shop    A  roll  of  such  managers  is  to  be  kept,  and 
there  is  a  widows'  clause    The  Act  is  Dot  a  Poisons  Act,  but 
relates  only  to  the  keeping  open  of  chemists'  sheps  for  the  dis- 
pensing and  compounding  of  medical  p-escnptions.  Medical 
practitioners,    veterinary   surgeons,    wholesale    dnugist  , 
herbalists,  and  native  school-tpachers  are  exempt  from  it, 
and  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  sale  of  patent  proprietary 
or  homoeopathic  medicines  by  grocers  cr  storekeepers. 


South  Hfrtcan  iRcws. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Store  Prices  in  Natal.— A  branch  of  the  Cape  Civil 
Service  Co-opeiative  Supply  Association  (Limited)  has  been 
formed  in  Kimberley.  Tenders  were  called  for  the 
supply  of  difftrent  articles  and  services,  which  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  head  office  in  Cape  Town.  The  contracts  date 
Novamber  1  to  December  31,  1899,  and  Mr.  W.  Gasson, 
52  Dutoitspan  ltoad,  was  the  successful  contractor  so  far  as 
the  chemists  were  concerned.  The  following  are  his  prices  : — 
Liniments,  mixtures,  gargle?,  lotioDS  &c  ,  ordered  on  doctors' 
prescriptions,  a  uniform  price  of  2\d.  per  oz.  ;  pills,  Qd.  per 
doz.;  powders,  Is  per  doz. ;  ointments  in  covered  pots,  9d. 
per  oz.,  or  in  boxes,  6^.  per  oz  ;  ciushed  linseed,  6d.  per  lb. ; 
seidhtz  powders,  9d.  (per  dcz.)  box ;  vaseline,  6d.  per  2-OZ, 
bottle  ;  bandages,  Qd.  each  ;  lint,  3^.  per  foot ;  cotton  wool, 
3^.  per  oz. ;  ciled  silk,  9^.  per  square  loot ;  patent  medicines, 
proprietary  articles,  and  all  other  articles  not  mentioned  in 
this  list  at  20  per  cent,  off  retail  prices.  For  mineral  waters 
Mr.  W.  Lawrence,  Stockdale  Street,  Kimbeiley,  was  the 
successful  caterer,  he  girisg  a  discount  of  10  per  cent,  from 
his  ordinary  retail  prices.  Tee  Association  guarantees  the 
prompt  settlement  of  all  accounts  each  month,  which 
accounted  for  the  fact  that  all  the  chemists  in  the  town 
tendered  for  the  supplies.  The  Civil  Servants  are  notoriously 
very  bad  "  pajer*,"  and  the  grocers,  who  had  some  experience 
of  this,  combined  together  and  refused  to  tender. 

Pharmacy  in  Johannesburg  — The  case  of  Dr.  Brennan 
(reported  in  recent  issues  of  the  C.  <S' D  )  is  attracting  public 
attention  in  the  Transvaal  to  the  deplorable  state  of  pharmacy 
there,  and  the  necessity  for  a  revision  of  the  law  relating  to 
the  granting  of  certificates  to  chemists  and  doctors  in  the 
republic.  An  article  in  the  Johannesburg  Star  of  November21, 
which  bears  traces  of  haviDg  been  written  from  the  inside, 
augurs  well  for  the  assurance  of  a  greater  public  interest  in 
the  question  of  the  registration   of  pharmacists.  After 
referring  to  the  lidiculously  easy  manner  of  "qualifying"  in 
Orange  Free  State  and  transferring  the  qualification  to  the 
Transvaal,  the  Star  deals  with  various  aspects  of  local 
pharmacy,  especi«lly  the  insight  which  the  capable  chemist 
gains  of  the  unscrupulous  methods  of  quick  doctors  who  are 
allowed  to  practise  in  the  Transvaal,  and  who  delude  their 
patients  into  exaggerated  notions  of  their  illnesses.  Chemists, 
although  perfectly  well  aware  of  the  fraud,  generally  keep 
silent  about  this  iniquity.    A  rheumatic  Zarp  recently  con- 
fided to  a  friendly  chemist  that  be  had  paid  121.  monthly  to 
a  local  specialist  for  four  weary   months  without  any 
improvement  resulting.     In  that  time  he  had  swallowed 
enough  nauseous   medicine  for   a    lifetime.     There  are 
Transvaal  doctors  who  have  only  very    vague  ideas  of 
prescription-writiner,  and  the  dispenser,  equally  with  the 
writer,  is  completely  in  a  fog  as  to  what  it  is  all  about.  So 
the  chemist,  rising  to  the  occasion,  dispenses  a  harmless 
mixture  which  pleases  the  patient,  saves  the  reputation  of 
the  doctor,  and  puts  money  in  his  own  pocket    A  chemist's 
shop  with  a  Kaffir  connection  generally  does  good  business, 
especially  if  the  chemist  be  a  capable  tooth  puller.  The 
charge  for  toot  drawing  is  generally  from  2s  6d.  to  5s.,  and 
the  Kaffir  will  give  a  modified  war-dance  a3  an  extra. 
Amateur  surgery  is  likewise  requisite  to  the  pharmacist  who 
would  be  a  successful  Kaffir  "inkoos,"  for  he  is  required  to 
sew  and  bandage  the  wounds  of  victims  of  inter-tribal 
contests.    In  regard  to  perfumes,  the  civilised  Kaffir  prefers 
strength  and  pungency  to  delicate  aroma,  and  he  has  weird 
notions  on  the  subject  of  hair-oils.    He  has  also  developed  a 
taste  forEau  de  Cologne  as  a  beverage,  but  the  price  prevents 
him  gettiDg  enough  to  make  him  satisfactorily  drunk.  The 
educated  native  in  some  cases  does  a  good  business  in  forged 
orders  (purporting  to  come  from  residents  in  the  locality)  for 
methylated  spirit,  which  is  also  used  as  a  beverage.  A 
Kaffir  consulted  a  chemist  recently  about  a  pain  in  his  back. 
After  the  affected  part  bad  been  rubbed  with  embrocation 
from  a  bottle  supplied,  the  savage  held  the  partly  emptied 
bottle  to  the  light  and  gazed  intently  into  the  contents.  He 
then  looked  reproachfully  at  the  chemist  and  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  preparation  was  ro  go  d.    He  expected 
that  the  rubbing  process  would  result  in  the  "skellum" 
which  pained  his  baci  being  exorcised  into  the  bottle. 
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Ebc  Winter  Session. 


Chemical  Society. 

"We  seem  to  be  saturated  with  camphoric  acid  to-night," 
remarked  Professor  Dewar  when  last  week's  proceedings  of 
the  Chemical  Society  were  halfway  through.  The  programme 
which  faced  the  Fellows  was  as  follows : — 

"  The  Interaction  of  Ethylic  Sodioinalonate  and  Mesityl 
Oxide,"  "The  Interaction  of  Ethylic  Malonate  and  Acetylene 
Tetrabromide  in  Presence  of  Sodium  Ethoxide/'  by  A.  \V. 
Crossley,  Ph.D. 

"Derivatives  of  Camphoric  Acid"  (Part  III.),  by  F.  Stanley 
Kipping,  D.Sc,  F.R.S. 

"  Synthesis  of  oj83  Trimethylglutaric  Acid,"  by  W.  H.  Perkin, 
jun.,  F.R.S.,  and  J.  F.  Thorpei  Ph.D. 

"  Hydrolysis  of  Methylic  and  Ethylic  7-cyanoacetoacetates  and 
their  Derivatives  "  (Part  I.),  by  W.  Trevor  Lawrence. 

It  was  a  curious,  but  not  unusual,  experience.  The  Fellows 
tried  to  look  as  wise  as  possible  while  the  Secretaries  read 
the  papers  or  abstracts  of  them,  and  as  each  ended  there  was 
an  eillax  coffee- wards.  Only  Dr.  Lapworth  ventured  to 
respond  to  the  President's  invitation  to  speak,  and  that  was 
to  question  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  conclusion, 
Dr.  Wynne  (Hon.  Secretary)  saying  that  Dr.  Lapworth  hit 
the  mark.  The  programme  was  finished  at  9  o'clock, 
then  Professor  Dewar  said  that  Professor  Dunstan  had  been 
urging  him  to  tell  the  meeting  what  he  had  told  the  Royal 
Society  that  aft9rnoon  regarding 

Liquid  Hydrogen, 

and  he  saw  no  objection  if  Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt  would  take 
the  chair,  which  he  did.  The  President  then  told  the 
meeting  that  the  first  scientific  use  to  which  liquid  hydrogen 
could  naturally  be  put  was  in  the  production  of  very  high 
vacua.  If  the  end  of  a  closed  tube  containing  air  was 
immersed  in  liquid  hydrogen  the  contents  of  the  tube  were 
condensed  as  solid  air  within  sixty  seconds,  and  if  the  portion 
of  the  tube  from  which  the  air  had  thus  been  removed  was 
sealed  off  with  a  blowpipe,  a  vacuum  was  obtained  so  high 
that  the  electric;  discharge  would  not  pass  through  it,  and 
thus  Van  der  Waal's  theory  was  proved.  The  rapidity  with 
which  this  result  was  achieved  was  so  astonishing  that  Pro- 
fessor Dewar  had  theorised  about  it,  and  had  communicated 
his  ideas  to  Sir  George  Stokes,  who  said  to  him,  "  You're  a 
fool"  ;  but  he  had  found  that  out  himself  before  Sir  George 
wrote  to  him.  (Laughter.)  The  matter  was  open  to  a  simple 
physical  explanation.  Referring  again  to  the  electric  action 
on  the  vacuous  bulb,  he  said  it  showed  the  CO  spectrum,  and 
that  he  regarded  as  coming  from  the  glass.  The  CO  and 
hydrocarbon  spectra  are  rarely  absent  from  anything  of 
that  nature.  Sir  William  Crookes  examined  two  carefully- 
prepared  tabes  provided  with  electrodes.  He  found  in  one 
the  spectrum  of  hydrogen  and  the  yellow  line  associated 
with  neon  (which  Professor  Dewar  appears  to  regard  as  CO), 
and  in  the  other  helium.  Professor  Liveing,  who  had 
examined  some  most  carefully  prepared  tubes  without 
electrodes,  had  found  in  all  the  carbon  spectrum,  probably 
due  to  carbonates  in  the  glass.  Professor  Dewar  went  on  to 
speak  of  the  lowering  of  temperature  produced  by  boiling 
hydrogen  under  reduced  pressure.  Theoretical  considera- 
tions had  led  to  the  expectation  that  a  diminution  of 
temperature  might  thus  be  obtained  to  the  extent  of  abont 
9°  C,  but,  in  his  experiments  with  one  platinum  ther- 
mometer, its  resistance  at  the  temperature  of  liquid  hydrogen 
boiling  under  a  pressure  of  1  inch  only  diminished  very 
slightly — to  the  equivalent  of  about  1°  C.  The  great  diffi- 
culty of  this  experiment  was  referred  to  in  detail.  It  was  a 
long  time  before  Professor  Dewar  could  get  the  hydrogen  to 
boil,  because  it  is  so  subtle  a  liquid  that  the  transition  from 
liquid  to  gas  is  almost  instantaneous.  At  last  he  got  it  to 
the  state  of  ebullition  without  any  of  the  bumping  that 
characterises  liquid  air.  The  partial  failure  of  the  ex- 
periment may  be  owing  to  the  thermometer  having  given 
way,  or  to  liquid  hydrogen  not  falling  in  temperature  like 
other  liquids  when  evaporated  under  reduced  pressure,  or 
it  may  be  due  in  some  way  to  the  conduction  of  heat  by  the 
platinum  leads.  So  far,  however,  as  that  particular 
platinum  thermometer  was  concerned,  a  limit  appeared  to 


have  been  reached  ;  and  further  experiment  was  required 
to  determine  how  far  the  platinum  resistance-curve  can  be 
trusted  at  the  lowest  attainable  temperatures. 

Mr.  Habcoi'RT  expressed  the  gratification  of  the  Society 
to  Professor  Dewar  for  his  communication. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

J  "Pharmaceutical  Politics"  was  the  subject  of  the 
annual  presidential  address  to  the  members  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Pharmaceutical  Association,  by  Mr.  A.  SlDNFI 
Cami'Kin,  J.P.,  last  Friday  evening.  Pharmacists,  said  Mr. 
Campkin,  were  now  awaiting  the  result  of  the  passing  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  which  would,  he  hoped,  result  in  enlargement 
of  the  membership  of  the  Society.  Pharmacists,  he  went  on 
to  say,  had  to  encounter  opposition  and  competition  from 
absolutely  unqualified  men  to  an  extent  almo-t  unparalleled 
in  any  other  business  or  profession.  There  was  a  feeling  cf 
disappointment  at  the  comparative  inu'ility  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  1858.  The  public  appeared  in  many  respects  short- 
sighted, and  to  be  willing  to  risk  the  results  of  serious 
defects  in  the  quality  of  their  medicines  and  in  the  methods 
of  their  preparation.  They  were  content  to  procure  their 
drugs  from  noisy  miscellaneous  stores,  ready  packed,  and 
manufactured  by  whom  and  under  whose  supervision  no  one 
knew.  There  was  a  growing  tendency  to  carry  on  the  trade 
of  the  country  by  joint-stock  companies.  This  was  destruc- 
tive of  the  sense  of  personal  responsibility,  and  of  the  great 

1  middle  class  who  were  the  very  backbone  of  the  country. 
The  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  had  not  fulfilled  anticipations. 
It  was  quite  impossible  to  foresee  the  exact  results  of  any 
measure  at  once,  and  now  they  were  suffering  from  omis- 
sions and  errors  in  the  Act  which  went  by  unnoticed  at  the 
time.  Several  "  coaches  "  had  been  driven  through  it,  and 
they  wanted  it  amended.  Without  unity  it  was  useless  tc- 
expect  adequate  legislation.  The  Society  ought  to  represent 
the  15,000  registered  chemists  in  the  country,  but  not  more 
than  a  third  were  members.  It  was  absurd  for  those  outside- 
to  fold  their  arms,  and  grumble  at  those  who  manager} 

I  the  Society.  Every  registered  and  fully  qualified  chemist 
could  join  the  Society  at  very  little  sacrifice,  and  then  thev 
could  make  it  just  what  they  thought  fit.  If  the  15,000 
chemists  of  the  country  did  but  realise  the  power  of  asso- 
ciation and  unity,  they  could  make  their  mark  upon  legisla- 

j  tion  as  other  great  organised  bodies  had  done. 

Mr.  W.  L.  White  hoped  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 

1  would  try  to  gain  the  allegiance  of  every  registered  chemkt 

i  in  the  country,  even  were  it  only  by  a  2s.  Qd.  subscription. 

i  With  the  present  membership  they  had  not  sufficient  weight 
to  get  an  Act  through  Parliament  dealing  with  company- 
trading. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Peck,  B.A.,  the  Cambridge  delegate  to  the? 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  (Belfast)  and  to  the  Federation 
of  Local  Associations,  reported  on  the  proceedings  connected 
therewith.  Alluding  to  the  poison  regulations,  he  reminded 
the  gathering  that  certain  recommendations  were  made  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1371,  and  it  was  a  stumbling- 
block  that  they  had  not  yet  been  adopted.  It  would  be 
better  to  adopt  them  now  than  to  have  a  Government 
official  appointed  for  the  inspection  of  pharmacies.  Besides, 
a  voluntary  adoption  would  be  more  dignified  than  an 
adoption  made  compulsory  by  the  Privy  Council.  The 
poisons  question  would  probably  occupy  a  prominent  place 
in  the  business  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  and  ar. 
adoption  of  the  regulations  would  indicate  to  the  Privy 
Council  that  pharmacists,  of  all  persons,  were  the  best 
qualified  to  deal  with  the  matter.  These  regulations  were 
only  those  invariably  carried  out  in  well- regulated  phar- 
macies. With  regard  to  company-trading,  it  would  be 
unwise  for  them  to  make  any  direct  attack  upon  companies  ; 
but  they  could  do  much  to  make  the  way  of  transgressors 
harder.    He  proposed— 

That  this  meeting  of  members  of  the  Cambridge  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association  views  with  much  satisfaction  the  recent  delibera- 
tions of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — 

(a)  In  calling  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  to  consider,  and, 
if  thought  fit,  adopt,  regulations  for  the  improved  storage  and 
sale  of  poisons  ;  and 

(b)  In  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  prohibiting  the  assumption  by  incorporated 
companies  of  the  privileges  of  p-jrsons  qualified  to  practise 
pharmacy. 
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The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

A  short  discussion  followed,  in  which  was  questioned  the 
justice  of  some  recent  prosecutions  in  respect  of  lime-water 
and  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  the  difficulty  of  guaranteeing  these 
products  to  a  nicety  beiDg  pointed  out,  as  well  as  the 
absurdity  of  the  receptacles  sometimes  brought  by  customers 
for  them. 

The  meeting  closed  with  votes  of  thanks. 


Glasgow  and  West   of  Scotland 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on 
December  15,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  (President)  in  the  chair. 

A  Gift  of  a  Bookcase. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Suther- 
land, on  the  call  of  the  Chairman,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Association  to  arrange  for  the 
purchase  of  a  library-case  and  books  bad  accepted  from 
Messrs.  R.  O.  Templeton  &.  Sons  the  gift  of  a  bookcase.  The 
case  was  really  handsome,  and  of  considerable  value.  The  gift 
would  enable  them  to  purchase  additional  books.  On  his 
motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Association  were  passed  to  Messrs. 
"Templeton. 

The  Storage  of  Poisons. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  taken  it  upon  himself  to  call 
a  meeting  of  chemists  in  Glasgow  and  the  West  of  Scotland 
for  Wednesday,  January  21,  to  consider  what  action  should 
be  taken  regarding  the  Companies  Act  and  the  storage, 
dispensing,  and  retailing  of  poisons  as  suggested  by  the 
Society. 

The  President's  action  was  approved,  and  the  Secratary  in- 
structed to  send  out  notices. 

The  Secretary  intimated  that  he  had  received  and 
•acknowledgf  d  the  Year -hook  \  nf  Pharmacy,  presented  to  the 
Association  by  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  'British  Phar- 
macopoeia, following  up  Mr.  Dunlop's  paper  read  at  last 
■meeting. 

Mr.  McMillan  opened  the  discussion.  He  said  he  would 
confine  himself  to  pointing  out  a  few  trivial  faults,  but  still 
blemishes  on  the  face  of  a  classical  work.  He  referred  to 
the  typographical  errors,  and  said  that  these  could  have  been 
avoided  had  the  commitfee  ssnt  down  proofs  to  the  Asso- 
ciation to  be  read,  in  a  similar  manner  that  Messrs.  Foulis, 
•printers  to  the  University,  put  up  their  proof-sheets  for  the 
students  to  criticise  and  revise.  He  thought  it  a  pity  that 
the  committee  had  not  given  an  authoritative  deliverance  as 
xo  what  =  meant.  In  the  preface  it  was  stated  "  it  is  strongly 
urged  on  all  medical  men  to  avoid  the  use  of  the  terms 
ounce  and  pound  with  reference  to  any  other  than  the 
avoirdupois  or  Impprial  standard  weight ;  but  it  is  still 
optional  with  the  physician,  when  prescribing,  to  use  the  sym- 
bols 9  (scruple)  and  5  (rlrachm),the  former  representing  20  gr., 
and  the  latter  60  gr  "  About  these  there  had  never  been 
any  doubt,  and  it  appeared  to  him  it  would  have  been 
•a  very  easy  matter  to  say  that  §j.  represented  480  gr..  just 
as  5j.  meant  60  A  scruple  was  20  gr.,  a  drachm  60  gr., 
but  an  ounce  could  be  either  437  5  or  480  gr.  Acetum 
ipecac,  ought  to  read:  "Mix;  add  sufficient  diluted  acetic 
acid  to  produce  ore  pint;  filter."  As  at  present  it  was  first 
filtered  and  then  the  diluted  acetic  acid  added,  so  that  the 
finished  product  must  be  weakened  to  the  extent  of  what 
was  absorbed  by  the  filter-paper.  According  to  the  B.P  , 
acid,  benzoic,  could  also  be  obtained  from  hippuric  acid, 
from  toluene,  and  from  other  organic  compounds ;  but 
should  it  1  After  what  had  been  said  at  the  Glasgow  Con- 
ference, it  was  surely  wrong  to  prepare  it  from  aDy  other 
source  than  benzoin  The  dose  of  hydrarg.  c.  cretii  might  be 
safely  increased.  For  adults  they  saw  it  in  Glasgow  more 
commonly  prescribed  in  from  6  to  10  gr.  than  from  1  to  5. 
It  was  unfortunate  that  sanction  had  not  been  given  for  the 
use  of  concentrated  infusions.  They  wculd,  he  feared,  still 
be  used,  and  as  in  many  cases  they  were  used  merelv  as  a 


vehicle  for  the  more  important  medicament .  it  would  not 
matter  greatly,  though  the  llavour  v  as  not  just  so  rich. 
What  the  concentrated  liquors  were  ii  tro  luced  for  was 
still  one  of  the  things  no  one  knew  or  was  ever  likely  to 
know.  How  could  fresh  infusion  of  geLtian  and  fresh 
infusion  of  orange  compound  lie  prepared  in  midsummer 
when  lemons  could  not  be  obtained  ?  He  was  pleased  with 
the  improvements  on  lin.  ammoni;i\  lin.  belladon.  and  lin. 
saponis ;  but  why  should  liq  ammonia  fort,  be  made  of  a 
density  of  891  instead  of  -880,  and  why  should  liq  ammon. 
acet.  tort,  and  liq.  amnion,  cit.  fort,  have  been  deleted  ?  He 
found  lotio  hydrarg.  nig.  too  thick  for  use.  After  referring 
to  the  use  of  tbe  word  "  comp."  in  mist,  ferri  co.,  and  not 
in  liniments,  Mr.  McMillan  proceeded  to  say  that  the  spirits 
were  too  strong :  one-quarter  strength  would  have  been 
better.  He  also  objected  to  the  synonym  "chloric  ether'' 
being  applied  to  spt.  chloroform.  The  synonym  under 
tr.  camph.  co.  should  be  "English  Paregoric,"  and  under 
tr.  opii  ammon.  "  Scotch  Paregoric.''  Speaking  of  ung. 
cetacei,  he  said  that  according  to  Boa — and  he  thought  his 
experiments  were  conclusive — tte  directions  for  this  oint- 
ment should  read  "  strain  and  set  aside  to  cool  without 
further  stirring."  Ung.  galhw  c.  opio  was  a  much  better 
ointment  if  prepared  by  meltirg  the  lard,  j  utting  it  into  the 
galls  and  opium  in  a  heated  mortar,  and  s;irring  till  cold. 
No  cogent  reason  had  yet  been  brought  forward  to  show 
tbe  superiority  of  ung.  staphisagrin;  over  that  made  with 
oil  of  >tavesacre  and  lard.  He  did  not  approve  of  reducing 
the  tinctures  to  two  classes  of  doses.  He  could  not  see  any 
great  advantage  to  be  gained  ;  besides  there  was  consider- 
able risk  of  a  medical  man  mistaking  the  weaker  class  in 
some  instances  for  the  stronger.  If  an  attempt  had  to  be 
made  at  uniformity  of  dosage,  why  was  a  bold  attack  not 
made  on  the  compound  powders  ' 

Mr.  Boy i)  thought  the  BP.  a  good  work  on  the  whole,  and 
more  scientific  than  former  publications.  He  was  pleased  to 
know  that  the  B  P.  had  reduced  the  dose  of  acetanilide,  and 
had  increased  the  dose  of  oxalate  of  cerium,  a  most  useful 
medicine,  but  which  had  fallen  into  disuse  owing  to  the 
small  doses  recommended  by  the  B  P.  He  advocated  the 
publication  of  a  condensed  pocket-form  of  the  BP.  for  the 
use  cf  medical  men  on  similar  lines  to  Martindale's. 

Mr  Dunlop,  referring  to  the  question  raised  by  Mr. 
McMillan  regarding  the  preparation  of  benzoic  acid  other- 
wise than  from  benzoin,  quoted  Dr.  Dieterich's  statement  of  his 
surprise  that  the  B.P.  had  countenanced  the  preparation  of 
benzoic  acid  from  Sumatra  benzoin. 

Mr.  Bhodie  said  that  a  pocket-edition  of  the  B.P.  had 
been  issued  in  1861.  There  was  a  want  of  uniformity  in  a 
number  of  the  names  of  the  P.P.,  and  he  would  like  to  see 
them  classified  better.  The  alteration  in  boric  ointment 
was  considerable,  and  the  consistency  would  very  much 
depend  upon  the  temperature.  The  addition  of  spt. 
aumon.  aromat.  to  mist  senrw  co.,  or  black  draught,  entirely 
changed  that  old  and  favourite  cathartic,  and  this  being  a 
popular  medicine  'there  would  be  much  difficulty  in 
familia'ising  the  public  with  the  altered  taste  and  flavour. 

Mr.  McMillan,  referring  to  a  question  raised  hy  Mr. 
Moir  regarding  the  changed  doses  of  pills,  said  it  had  been 
before  the  Association  many  jears  ago,  but  no  definite 
decision  had  been  arrived  at. 

Mr,  Watson  said  the  00I7  way  to  overcome  this  difficulty 
was  for  medical  men  to  clearly  indicate  the  total  quantity 
required,  and  into  how  many  pills  it  should  be  divided  after- 
wards. 

An  Exhibition. 

Mr.  Currie  exhibited  an  apparatus  for  the  preparation  of 
retail  quantities  of  granular  effervescent  preparations,  de- 
signed by  himself.  The  apparatus  consists  of  a  large  copper- 
tinned  plate  about  I1,  foot  in  diameter,  with  turned-up 
edges.  Steam  is  supplied  from  a  copper  boiler  with  safety- 
valve.  With  the  apparatus  from  2  cz.  to  2\  lbs.  can  be 
prepared  very  expeditiously.  A  number  of  preparations 
were  shown.  All  were  of  a  very  regular  granular  size,  and 
prepared  without  a  sieve. 

The  exhibition  was  a  most  interesting  one,  acd  the  opinion 
was  freely  expressed  that  the  apparatus  was  one  likely  to 
find  favour  amcng  chemists  who  desired  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  medical  men  prescribing  granular  preparations  with 
med'eaments  of  various  strengths. 
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Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  helil  on  December  14.  Mr.  G  C.  H.  Rowland 
in  the  chair,  Mr.  George  Cour.L,  B.Sc,  discussed 

The  Latinity  op  the  New  Pharmacopoeia. 
He  had  intended  treating  the  subject  fully,  but  other 
■work  had  prevented,  and  he  confined  his  remarks  to  a  few 
examples.  In  a  paper  he  read  before  the  Glasgow  Associa- 
tion last  year  he  made  suggestions,  sjveral  of  which  were 
embodied  in  the  new  Pharmacopeia,  while  others,  which  be 
still  adhered  to,  had  been  disregarded.  Notwithstanding 
what  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Ince,  he  s'ill  maintained  that 
the  gecitive  of  rosmarinus  should  be  rorismarini.  It 
■would  also  have  been  better  Latin  to  adopt  stibium  for 
antimonium.  No  doubt  ethjlic  alcohol  was  alcohol  par 
excellence,  bat  as  an  informative  name  alcohol  ethyliaum 
was  to  be  preferred  to  the  official  name  alcohol  ahsolutum. 
There  was  no  reason  why  such  words  as  chloral  and  guaiacol 
should  not  be  declined  just  as  alcohol  was.  He  was  disap- 
pointed to  fiLd  that  such  words  as carhonas  -aiis  sulphas -atii 
were  cow  made  masculine,  and  he  thought  Mr.  Ince's  remark 
that  this  was  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  oiher 
nations  was  a  particularly  weak  one,  coming  from  such  a 
classical  purist.  Why  should  we  follow  others  if  we  thought 
them  wrong  1  Better  maintain  our  splendid  isolation.  He 
had  failed  to  discover  any  good  argument  in  favour  of  this 
change,  and  the  great  majority  of  Latin  words  in  as  -atis 
were  feminine.  Incidentally  he  remarked  that  he  had 
recently  compared  the  Latinity  of  forty  wholesale  pi  ice-lists, 
and  found  many  curious  discrepancies.  They  were  mostly 
conspicuous  for  inaccuracies.  Rape  oil,  for  instance,  was 
usually  designated  as  ol.  ropil — it  should  be  ol.  rapur,  from 
rapa,  rapce — and  in  only  one  instance  was  it  correctly  so 
spelled. 

Mr.  Fraser  McDiarmid  said  there  were  some  mi-lsading 
names  in  the  Pharmacopoeia — such,  for  instance,  as  extractum 
belladonna:  virids.  This  extract  was  black,  and  not  green, 
and  the  official  name  was  apt;  to  cause  confusion  with 
extractum  foliorum  belladonntr  vi'ide,  which  was  of  a 
bright  gre^n  colour. 

Mr.  LUNAN  said  there  were  some  official  name3  which 
were  not  clear  enough  to  obviate  possible  error  on  the  paitof 
a  dispenser  by  misinterpreting  the  intention  of  the  prescriber. 
He  instanced  elateriiun  and  its  active  principle  elateri  num. 
It  would  have  been  ,<afer  to  call  the  drug  elaterium  and  the 
active  principle  vioniordicinum. 

Mr.  Coull.  in  replying,  said  he  agreed  that  extractum 
heUadonnee  viride  was  a  misnomer.  Another  example  was 
algccrinum  acid  bcrici;  there  was  a  chemical  thanirs,  and 
the  product  was  not  really  glycerine  of  boiic  acid,  but 
glyceryl  borate. 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  then  gave  an  address  on  "  The 
Position  and  Privileges  of  Pharmacy  and  the  Pharmacist,'' 
and  the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs. 
Coull  and  Hill,  proposed  by  the  Chairman. 


Plymouth  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  December  14, 
Mr.  C  J.  Park  (President)  in  the  chair.  A  discussion  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  J  Cocks  on  the  best  means  of 
increasing  the  membEr.-hip  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Mr.  Cocks  suggested  a  personal  canvass,  and  a  resolution  to 
that  effect  was  passed. 

Mr.  Breeze  then  propo-ed  :— 

That  this  Association  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  m  ike  the  regulation 
for  the  sale  and  storage  of  poisons  into  a  compulsory  by-law, 
to  be  enforced,  if  necessary,  by  an  official  appointed  by  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Reade  seconded,  stating  that  in  his  opinion  the 
simplest  and  most  effective  poison-bottle  was  mace  by 
attaching  a  strip  of  sandpaper  to  the  back  of  the  bottle 
He  had  used  a  poison-cupboard  for  t  fenty-six  yea's,  the 
only  objection  to  being  the  expense  of  providing  sufficient 
accommodation.  Mr.  Fubney  said  the  success  of  the 
scheme  depended  upon  the  simplicity  cf  tbe  means  adopted  ; 
and  Mr.  Davy  hoped  the  regulations  passed  at  the  general 


meeting  of  the  Scciety  would  be  in  acccrdsnre  with  the 
desires  of  provincial  chemists.  Mr.  Bam:k  pointed  out  that 
a  certain  latitude  should  be  given  to  itdivicual  chemists  in 
carrying  out  the  regulaticns;  and  Mr.  Hint  expressed 
approval  of  the  -news  anent  labelling  enunciated  by  Mr.  R. 
Proctor  in  '1  he  Chemist  and  Druggist  (December  10, 
page  941).    'Ihe  resolution  was  ucarimoL.dy  carried. 


North  Stafford  and  District  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  nai  hel*  at  Stoke-on-Trent 
on   December  15.    Mr.  John  Avtrill,  J  P.,  presided,  and 
twenty-seven  other  gentlemen  were  present. 
The  Chairman  moved  : — 

1.  That  this  Association  respectfully  and  strongly  urge  the 
necessity  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  taking  early  action  to 
secure  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  so  that  companies, 
may  be  prevented  from  doing  that  which  is  illegal  for  a  single 

person  to  do. 

2.  That  we  consider  the  use  of  the  title  "chemist"  by  unregis- 
tered persons  trading  as  companies  is  an  infringement  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  is  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  legally 
qualified  chemists,  and  that  it  requires  to  he  stopped  by  the 
co-operation  of  all  registered  chemists  and  druggists  as  members 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

3.  That  the  Council  be  requested  to  represent  to  the  Privy 
Council  that  the  covering  of  unqualified  persons  in  the  exercise 
of  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  is  sufficient  ground  for 
the  removal  of  their  names  from  the  register,  as  in  the  case  of  the- 
medical  profession. 

Mr.  W.  Marson  seconded  the  resolutions,  to  which  no 
amendment  was  offered. 

A  discussion  f  .  llowed  in  which  Messrs.  Poole,  Hartley, 
Croydon,  Tiley,  McKee.  Charles,  Wain,  Jacks,  Allison, 
Jones,  and  Cohnwbll  tcok  part.  The  resolutions  were 
ultimately  carried  unanimouily. 

Dr.  Paul  (of  London)  subsequently  addressed  the 
meetirjg. 

Mr.  AYERILL  also  proposed  :  — 

That  this  Association  hereby  resolves  to  request  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council,  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  a  new  Pharmacy 
Bill,  to  invite  delegates  from  all  associations  to  assist  in  the- 
deliberations  and  formation  of  a  new  Bill. 

Tois  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  was 
unanimously  carried. 

A  supper  followed  the  meeting. 


Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  chemists,  called  by  this  Association,  was  held 
on  December  15  at  tbe  Grand  Hotel  to  consider  questions 
connected  with  the  retail  trade.  Mr.  B.  Allen  occupied  the 
chair  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  President  of  the 
Association,  Alderman  C.  Townsend,  and  the  attendance, 
which  included  several  chemists  from  Bath,  numbered  nearly 
forty  After  a  few  opening  remarks  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Keen,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion, invited  discussion  on  the  following  points:  To 
recommend  every  registered  chemist  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Also  that  legislation  was  much 
needed  to  enforce  the  Pharmacy  Act,  which  was  based  upon 
the  principle  of  persc  r.al  proprietary  of  all  retail  chemists' 
shops,  restricting  to  qualified  persons  the  compounding  and 
dispensing  of  medicines  and  the  sale  of  pharmaceutical 
preparations.  The  desirability  of  adopting  regulations  for 
keeping  and  storing  poisons.  And  lastly,  the  modification  or 
abandonment  cf  the  so-called  widows'  clause  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act. 

Mr.  Keen  sa:d  that  on  qualification  certain  men  might 
carry  cn  certain  trades ;  now  by  certain  loopholes  the  Act 
bad  practically  been  repealed.  The  medical  and  dental  bodies 
were  both  mo\ing  in  the  direction  of  preventing  limited 
corporations  doitg  what  individuals  only  had  a  right  to  do. 
For  several  years  past  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  been  endeavouring  to  get  an  alteration  of  tho 
Jaw;  but  while  Royal  Commissions  had  been  issued  and 
matters  investigated  in  various  ways  there  seemed  little 
hrpe  of  anything  being  done  at  present.  The  matter  had 
become  urgent    The  individual  pharmacist  was  in  danger 
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of  being  swallowed  up  by  wealthy  corporations,  and  in  pro- 
spect of  annihilation  were  they  to  try  and  resist  this?— and,  if 
so,  how?    He  thought  they  should  throw  away  their  scllish- 
ness  and  act  with  each  other  in  an  attempt  to  retain  the 
privileges  bestowed  upon  them  by  Act  of  Parliament.  It 
bad  been  said  that  if  a  large  number  of  members  belonged 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  they  could  go  to  Parliament 
and  get  almost  anything  they  asked  for.    Let  them  profit  by 
experience.    In  1868  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  wished  to 
pass  a  Pharmacy  Act.    There  was  opposition  ;  the  chemists 
were  divided,  and  the  consequence  of  what  was  done  was 
the  present  day  complications,  because  instead  of  a  Pharmacy 
Act  they  got  only  a  Poisons  Bill.    If  they  allowed  any  red 
herring  to  be  drawn  across  the  trail  to-day  they  would  be  in 
the  same  predicament  again.    Their  enemies  were  moving, 
and   had  already  formed  a  limited-liability  company  to 
defend  their  position.    Hence  the  importance  of  entering 
upon  the  struggle  before  them  fully  prepared.    All  the  way 
through  the  Act  pointed  to  personal  qualification,  and 
inflicted  penalties  on  those  who  acted  without  being  quali- 
fied ;  and  he  contended  that  unqualified  persons,  whether 
they  acted  as  individuals  or  as  a  corporation,  were  infringing 
the  statute.    As  to  qualified  men  covering,  as  it  was  called, 
unqualified  people,  he  reminded  them  that  it  was  illegal  in 
the  medical  and  legal  professions  to  do  such   a  thiog, 
and     anyone     so     acting    was    liable     to     have  his 
name     struck     off     the     roll.      No     power     of  the 
kind  was  possessed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  it 
was  a  question  whether  they  should  move  in  this  matter. 
Then  there  were  the  poisons-regulations — another  vexed 
question.    He  reviewed  wbat  had  been  done  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  and  cited  reasons  why  they  had  not  been 
able  to  gat  on  better  terms  with  the  Privy  Council.  Their 
recommendations  were  not  at  all  onerous,  and  practically 
what  they  all  did,  but  as  a  matter  of  expediency  it  was  wise  to 
adopt  these  regulations  to  appaase  the  wrath  of  the  Privy 
Council.    He  strongly  advocated  the  modification  of  the 
widows'  clause  of  the  Act,  although  he  conceded  that  this  was 
a  thorny  subject.    At  present  a  widow  or  executor  might 
carry  on  business,  but  the  clause  did  not  say  how  long. 
This  was  the  companies' argument.    What  is  the  difference, 
they  asked,  between  a  widow  carrying  on  business  and  a  store  ? 
This  was  what  had  defeated  the  chemists.    They  must  give 
up  the  clause ;  of  that  he  was  certain    They  must  be  content 
with  a  limitation,  say  for  a  year,  so  that  an  estate  might  be 
wound  up,  and  the  person  who  would  most  profit  by  it  in  the 
long  run  would  be  the  widow  herself.   He  moved  a  resolution 
embodying  the  recommendations  he  had  enumerated. 

Mr.  Isaac  seconded.  He  said  the  legislature  had  with  one 
hand  granted  them  a  charter,  and  with  the  other  had  opened 
the  floodgates  to  that  veiy  abuse  it  was  their  intention  to 
remedy.  It  was  a  condition  of  things  that  was  likely  to 
increase  unless  at  once  a  stop  could  be  put  to  it. 

Mr.  Milton,  Mr.  Vigis  (Bath).  Mr.  Plumlbt,  and  Mr. 
Whiston  supported  the  motion.  Mr.  Whiston  thought  they 
might  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Union,  one  of  whose  rules  seemed  to  strike  a  death-blow  to 
co-operative  trading;  they  said,  no  member  should  sell  his 
services  to  any  society  whose  directors  were  not  duly  qualified 
chemists.  He  suggested  that  tha.  Secretary  should  write  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Assistants'  Union  and  ask  for  further 
particulars. 

Mr.  Keen  said  he  would  do  so. 

Mr.  Pitchfoed  said  that  although  he  had  not  agreed 
■with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  many  years,  if  it  would 
act  up  to  the  prerogative  it  enjoyed,  and  the  privileges  it 
possessed,  he  would  most  cordially  support  it.  They  who 
knew  something  of  the  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  past  years  were  not  able  to  agree  with  thf.  ealogy  that 
had  been  passed  on  it.  They  believed  that  had  the  Society 
continued  the  active  measures  which  it  adopted  when — he 
believe  i  in  1870 — it  fought  vigorously  against  the  stores,  it 
would  ultimately  have  gained  a  large  measure  of  success. 
If  it  now  would  really  further  the  interests  of  chemists  as 
it  should  do,  and  not  enforce  petty  and  absurd  restrictions, 
the  whole  trade  would  be.  with  it;  but  the  Society  must  not 
put  its  resolutions  on  piper  without  earning  them  ou". 

Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Chandler,  Mr.  Isaac,  and  Mr.  Good 
Bleu  also  spoke.  The  last  three  agreed  that  a  12  months' 
limit  should  be  put  into  the  widow='  clause.  Toe  resolutions 
were  put  to  the  meeting  separately.  In  regard  to  the  second, 


Mr.  PiTCHFORD~asked  how  about  chemists  having  brarchea 
under  the  control  of  qualified  managers? 

The  Chairman  :  We  must  leave  that  alone.  The  thing 
will  r i e  1 1  j  itself.  It  is  a  very  small  thing  compared  with 
the  evil  we  want  to  stop.  Ultimately  all  the  resolutions 
were  carried  unanimously. 


Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  fortnightly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
December  10  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  Mr.  Henry 
Hunt  occupying  the  chair.  A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  F. 
Maxwell  on 

The  Pricing  of  Prescriptions, 

upon  the  correctness  of  which  the  latioof  profits  in  ordinary 
businesses  depends  very  much.  In  businesses  where  prices 
were  much  cut,  Mr.  Maxwell  said  the  assistant's  lot  was  not 
one  of  unalloyed  happiness  This  led  him  to  speak  of  the 
hours  in  Dublin  medical-halls,  which  average  above  eighty 
hours  weekly,  the  maximum  being  a  hundred  and  the  mini- 
mum seventy-six.  Turning  again  to  the  subject  of  the  paper, 
Mr.  Maxwell  suggested  that  when  pricing  prescriptions  a 
private  mark  should  be  used  to  indie tte  the  price  charged 
when  first  dispensed.  The  remainder  of  the  paper  was 
devoted  to  ways  and  means  of  advancing  pharmacy  and  its 
followers. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  O  Sullivan  thought 
a  case  mentioned  by  the  essayist,  where  sixteen  hours'  daily 
work  was  done  for  10$.  a  week,  was  exceptional,  and 
that,  although  pharmacists  were  not  overpaid,  yet  their 
position  was  eminently  respsctab'e.  It  was  the  aim  of 
every  right-minded  chemist  to  get  the  best  price  he  could 
for  prescriptions.  He  contrasted  the  prices  changed  in 
Dublin  for  patent  and  proprietary  articles  with  those 
charged  elsewhere,  and  maintained  that  Dublin  compared 
favourably  with  other  centres.  The  size  of  a  shop  was  no 
criterion  of  the  salaries  paid  to  assistants. 

Mr.  Jones  said  thsre  was  more  profit  on  an  8  oz.  mixture 
than  on  the  sale  of  a  doz=n  patents.  An  employer  would 
far  rather  see  a  prescription-trade  done  in  his  business  than 
any  other  branch  of  pharmacy. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  had  been  accorded  to  Mr.  Maxwell, 
an  interesting  demonstration  of  the  powers  of  the  phono- 
graph was  given  by  the  manager  of  tne  Edison  Phonograph 
Company;  which  was  followed  by  a  discussion  on  the  pro- 
nunciation of  the  word  "pharmaceutical,"  Mr.  Febhall 
contributing  some  remarks. 

Annual  Concert. 

On  December  11  the  third  annual  concert  of  the  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  Antient  Concert  Hall,  Dublin.  Upwards 
of  four  hundred  persons  were  present.  The  programme  was 
a  large  one,  and  consisted  of  eighteen  items,  excusive  of 
encores,  rendered  by  Miss  Patterson,  Mrs.  Watson,  Miss 
Laird,  and  Messrs.  McClelland,  Dalgliesh,  Farquhar,  Tincler, 
Dyas,  Cochrane,  and  Dorau.  A  feature  of  the  entertiimaent 
was  a  conjuring  demonstration  by  Mr.  Dyas,  and  Mr  Doran's 
extracts  from  Othellj  and  Trilby  also  evoked  frejuent  out- 
bursts of  applause. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Nottingham  Section 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  December  14,  at  Univer- 
sity College,  Nottingham,  Dr.  Stanley  Kipping,  F.R.S.,  in 
the  chair.     Dr.  J.  J.  Sudborough  describtd 

AN  APPARATUS  FOR  HEATING  SEALED  TUBES. 

The  object  of  the  apparatus  is  to  h?at  the  tubes  at  a  constant 
temperature.  It  consists  of  a  copper  cylinder  about  2  feet 
long  and  5  or  6  inches  in  diam?ter  placed  horizontally  on 
an  appropriate  stand.  The  cylinder  ii  dished  underneath  in 
order  to  hold  the  liquid  to  be  heated  To  the  upjer  part  of 
the  cylinder  a  Soxhlet  condenser  is  attached  to 'eturn  the 
escaping  vapour  into  the  appa' atus  Two  diaphragms, 
riveted  to  the  cylinder,  and  duly  psrforated,  loosely  hold  four 
small  copper  tubes  about  1  inch  in  diameter,  whi  ;h  serve  as 
rests  for  the  lone  sealed  glass  tubes  to  be  hea*ed.  One  end 
of  the  large  cylinder  is  permanently  closed,  a  brass  cap  being 
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screwed  on  at  the  other  end,  which  can  be  opened,  the  joint 
i  eing  made  good  by  a  thin  strip  of  cork.  The  apparatus 
can  be  worked  without  difficulty  up  to  200°  C.  by  boiling  in 
it  substances  having  the  requisite  boiling-points. 

This  paper  was  followed  by  a  note  on  the  preparation  of  the 
two  isomeric  8  bromehnnamic  acids  by  Mr.  L.  L.  Lloyd  and  Dr. 
J.  J.  Sudboeovgh,  which  was  of  interest  to  dyeis  ;  and  the 
Chairman  remarked  that  it  was  useful  in  showing  the  great 
influence  that  light  has  upon  chemical  reactions.  In  tome 
cases  light  has  a  much  greater  effect  than  an  increase  of 
temperature.  On  one  occasion  he  treated  a  substance  with 
bromine,  and  obtained  a  product  which  he  afterwards  found 
impossible  to  reproduce,  possibly  owing  to  some  effect  of 
light  which  he  was  unable  to  contiol. 


Liveepool  Section. 
Ox  Wednesday  evening  the  members  of  this  Section  dined 
together  in  the  Reform  Club,  the  principal  guest  being  Mr. 
Georire  Bielby,  President  of  the  Society,  who,  like  a  prede- 
cessor in  the  chair  (Mr  Thomas  Tjrer)  has  adopted  the 
peripatetic  style  of  keeping  the  Sections  of  the  Society  in 
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touch.  After  dinner  an  enjoyable  smoking-concert  was 
held,  whereat  the  talent  was  chiefly  technical,  but  all  of  it 
giving  delight.  Dr.  Max  Loewenthal,  Mr.  J.  Hyslop,  Mr.  J. 
Kent  Smith,  and  Mr.  Fred  Price  were  the  singers;  and  Dr. 
W.  G.  Livesey  and  Mr.  Steudner  Welsing  were  responsible 
for  the  piano  selections.  The  sketch  which  we  reproduce  in 
reduced  facsimile  formed  the  lower  part  of  the  cencert- 
ptogramme. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

AnouT  thirty  members  of  this  Association  were  present  at 
the  meeting  on  December  21.    The  chair  was  occupied  by 

Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington  (President),  who,  in  the  course  of  his 
inaugural  address,  thanked  the  members  for  electing  him  to 
the  presidency,  and  said  he  would  endeavour  to  deserve  this 
confidence  by  doing  his  utmost  to  advance  the  interest  of 
the  Association.  He  also  mentioned  his  election  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  which  he  regarded  as  a  very  great 
compliment,  but  he  felt  it  was  not  for  himself  that  he  had 
been  chosen,  but  as  a  compliment  to  the  Association,  and  to 
all  kindred  associations  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  to  all 
chemists  and  druggists.  Referring  to  the  resolutions  to  be 
moved,  Mr.  Harrington  said  he  hoped  they  had  all  read  the 
speeches  made  lately  by  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  He  thought  they  contained  very  important  matter 
to  pharmacists.  He  had  lately  had  the  privilege  of  heating 
him  speak  on  the  same  subjects,  and  he  believed  he  was  very 
hopeful  of  materially  advancing  the  interests  of  the  chemists, 
but  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do  this  unless  he  is  well 
backed  up. 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make  regulations 
for  the  storage  and  sale  of  poisons.  This  is  absolutely 
necessary.  In  1853  the  chemists  undertook  to  do  this,  as  is 
clearly  shown  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  until  we  .>et  our 
house  in  order  by  fulfilling  our  undertakings  we  shall  never 
get  the  authorities  to  do  anything  for  us.  If  your  President 
or  any  member  of  the  Society  approaches  them  on  any  sub- 
ject, he  is  always  met  with  this — that  chemists  as  a  body  have 
broken  faith  with  them  ;  and  after  all  what  are  we  straining 


at?    The  chemist  objects  to  be  told  how  to  arrange  his 
shop.    He  feels  that  he  is  capable  of  arranging  these  things 
himself,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  he  takes  quite  as  many 
precautions  and  even  more  than  are  included,  in  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Society.    But  ev<  ry  profession  that  is 
woith  entering  is  subject  to  regula'ions,  and  the  individual 
members  of  that  profession  cannot  conduct  their  business  as 
they  please.     All  large  manufacturers  and  mine-owners, 
shipbuilders,  and  some  of  the  cleverest  and  wealthiest  men  in 
this  country  are  all  subject  to  regulations  far  more  stringent 
and  binding  than  anything  the  chemist  is  asked  to  submit  to. 
If,  however,  they  did  not  make  regulations  themselves,  the 
authorities  will  make  them  for  them.    Mr.  Harrington  con- 
tinued :  I  should  like  now  to  say  a  few  words  about  our 
daily  work  and  our  daily  bread.    I  believe  I  may  safely  say 
that  the  first — the  principal — reason  for  keeping  a  chemist's 
shop  is  that  the  chemist's  shop  should  keep  us.    It  is  for  our 
own  benefit  and  profit ;  it  is  the  means  we  have  adopted  of 
supporting  ourselves  and  those  dependent  on  us.    I  do  not 
think  there  is  anyone  so  enthusiastic  a  lover  of  oar  business- 
as  to  keep  open  shop  for  his  amusemert  and  pleasure.    It  is, 
therefore,  our  first  aim  ta  make  a  fair  and  living  profit,  a 
sufficient  remuneration  for  our  work— our  skill— and  fair 
interest  on  the  capital  we  have  invested  in  the  business. 
But,  while  doing  this,  I  believe  that  chemists  as  a  body  are 
desirous  of  doing  their  best  for  their  customers — that  it  is 
their  wish  in  all  cases  to  give  their  customers  what  they 
require  without  any  substitution  ;  and  I  think  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  in  the  preparing  of  medicines — in  fact,  in  all 
their  transactions  with  the  public — they  wish  to  act  honour- 
ably and  straightforwardly.    Probably,  if  their  only  aim  as 
business-men  was  to  make  as  much  profit  as  they  could  out 
of  their  sales,  chemists  would  be  a  great  deal  better  off  than 
they  are.  But  if  the  public  in  bu3iLg  their  medicine  cro  from 
shop  to  shop,  seeking  where  they  can  beat  the  seller  down 
to  the  lowest  possible  price,  I  am  afraid  it  is  calculated  to 
wound  the  piofessional  spirit,  if  I  may  call  it  so,  and  the 
public  will  not  be   so   well   served.     Are  they   as  well 
served    by  companies  !     Take  the  manager  of  the  drug- 
department  in   a  large    trading-company.     The  directors 
will  tell  him  that  he  is  to  purchase  only  the  best  of  drugs,  and 
use  in  the  preparing  of  prescriptions  everything  justasordered 
by  the  physician  ;  even  if  gold  is  ordered,  to  put  in  only 
gold  of  the  very  best  quality  and  with  no  alloy  ;  at  the  tame 
time,  he  is  told  that  he  must  keep  his  price  down  to  the 
level,  or  below  that,  of  other  stores.    Now  comes  the  most 
important  part — at  least  to  the  directors.    He  is  told — or  if 
he  is  not  told,  he  knows  very  well — that  if  be  does  not  make 
a  good  profit  on  his  department,  someone  else  will  take  his 
place.    This  is  not  an  imaginary  case.    How  this  can  be- 
done  is,  of  course,  no  great  mystery  with  directors  at  the 
head  who  know  no  more  cf  the  working  of  a  chemist's 
busire-s  than  the  public  who  are  purchasers.    You  may  be 
wondering  if  I  am  going  to  suggest  any  remedy,  but  at  the 
present  time  I  see  no  remedy  but  to  make  our  business  as 
much  as  possible  a  personal  one,  and  to  endeavour  to  show 
the  public  (what  I  am  perfectly  sure  is  true)  that,  although 
they  may  be  able  to  purchase  seme  things  a  little  cheaper 
at  stores,  that,  take  the  year  through,  they  would  get  as 
good  or  better  value  for  their  money  at  a  good  chemist's- 
than  at  any  store  they  can  go  to. 

Alter  thanks  had  been  voted  to  Mr.  Harrington,  the  pro- 
posals submitted  to  the  Association  for  discussion  by  the 
Federation  of  Local  Chemists'  Associations  were  considered. 
The  discussion  on  the  first  iesolution — that  relating  to  the 
using  of  the  names  of  present  proprietors  for  firms  trading 
under  ancient  titles — was  opened  by  Mr.  HYSLOP,  who  said 
he  entirely  disapproved  of  that  motion  His  first  objection 
was  to  the  looseness  of  the  wording,  which  showed  a  descent 
from  pathos  to  bathos.  What  possible  connection  could 
"the  interests  of  pharmacy"  have  with  "firms  tradirig" 
except  as  the  outside  spokes  of  a  wheel  with  a  very  large 
circumference  indeed.  P.ssides,  suppot-ing  this  resolution 
were  passed,  it  was  like  beatirg  a  ce-.d  horse,  and  a  horse- 
which,  even  if  resuscitated,  would  never  go.  It  was  no  joke 
to  fpeak  of  the  great  gulf  fixed  between  pharmacy  and 
trade.  Granted  that  a  certain  element  of  trade  clings  to 
pharmacy,  pharmacy  carried  on  only  as  a  trade  is 
not  to  the  public  advantage.  What  should  be  aimed  at 
was  to  restrict  pharmacy  to  the  few  who  are  qualified  to 
practise  it,  and  who  would  not  let  it  down  to  the  level  of  &• 
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trade.  He  disagreed  with  those  who  spoke  of  pharmacy  as  a 
profession,  however,  as  much  as  with  those  who  connected  it 
with  trade.  11  Professional"  was  a  vague  term  ;  he  thought 
pharmacists  were  distinct  from  both  professionals  and 
traders.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  fully  sifted  this  question,  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  ought  to  be  shelved  for  more  important 
matters.  And  nine  years  ago  the  question  wa-  again 
specially  considered  at  a,  special  general  meeting  of  the 
Society,  and  was  again  put  aside.  Within  the  last  few 
weeks  the  old  charge  had  been  made  that,  but  for  the 
weak-kneed  action  of  the  Society,  all  things  would  have 
been  well.  He  did  not  admit  that.  The  Society,  as  he 
had  known  it  for  the  past  forty  years,  had  never,  in 
his  opinion,  been  weak-kneed,  except  in  their  practice 
of  stoopiDg  too  much  to  beg  and  pray  and  wheedle 
chary  pharmacists  to  enter  their  fold.  Moreover,  if  this 
resolution  were  enforced  it  would  do  no  good.  What  evil 
would  it  stop  !  It  might  tie  the  hands  of  some  of  the  lights 
of  pharmacy,  who  gave  time,  energy,  and  fortune  to  the 
service  of  their  fellows,  but  it  would  not  alter  company- 
trading.  The  pharmacist  of  the  future  will  be  the  "exclu- 
sive "  pharmacist.  He  had  the  greatest  admiration  for  the 
lady  in  America  who  took  the  highest  position  she  could  in 
pharmacy  in  the  States,  opened  a  business,  and  called  her- 
self an  "  exclusive"  pharmacist.  Here  we  are  too  coy  to  call 
ourselves  "exclusive,"  and  the  trade-journal  which  publishes 
the  information  [see  C.  4'  D.,  November  10,  page  932]  says 
"  we  are  not  advanced  enough  here  to  know  what  an 
'exclusive  pharmacist '  is.-'  According  to  his  idea?,  those 
who  take  pharmacy  as  their  exclusive  duty  in  life,  seeing-  in 
it  the  toblest  means  of  employing  their  minds  and  energies, 
are  the  pharmacists  of  the  future.  For  those  who  have 
chosen  pharmacy  for  their  calling  because  of  its  excellence, 
and  who  will  not  attempt  to  serve  two  masters,  and  will  not 
be  decoyed  by  the  bazaar-like  demonstrations  of  passing 
pomp,  there  is  a  rich  reward.  If  we  would  but  peg  away, 
sounding  on  the  old  bell-metal  mor'ar  of  pharmacy,  and 
cultivate  what  he  loved  to  think  of  as  pharmaceutical 
idiosyncracies,  all  would  be  well. 

Mr.  Tayloe  thought  that  if  they  could  obtain  the  object 
aimed  at  they  would  bring  about;  the  prosecution  of  men 
who  were  trading  under  false  names. 

Mr.  Fredk.  Andrews  also  thought  the  result  would  bs  to 
stop  unqualified  trading  under  the  came  of  medical  halls. 
Moreover,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  seriously  inter- 
fere with  the  dividends  of  company-traders  if  they  were 
compelled  to  publish  the  names  of  their  chemists.  He  was 
unable  to  see  how  it  would  injure  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Allen  failed  to  see  anything  detrimental  to  pharmacy 
in  the  use  of  "ancient"  titles.  He  would  suggest  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  ultimately  moved  by  Mr. 
Andrews — 

That  it  is  advisable,  in  the  true  interests  of  pharmacy,  that  all 
firms  trading  under  ancient  titles  should  exhibit  the  name  or  names 
of  the  present  proprietor  or  proprietors,  in  conjunction  with  the 
title  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Mart  ind  ale  said  many  ways  would  be  found  of 
evading  such  a  provision.  He  thought  it  desirable  that  the 
name  of  the  proprietor  should  be  exhibited  in  every  case  ; 
and  in  his  opinion  the  15  .h  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
aimed  at  personal  management.  Even  if  adopted,  how 
would  they  be  sure  of  the  names  exhibited  ? 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Andrews  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Pabkee,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Hick,  which,  however,  did  not  find  a  seconder.  On 
being  put  to  the  meeting  9  voted  for  and  6  against  it. 

The  second  resolution  submitted  by  the  Federation, 
advising  all  chemists  to  join  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
was  carried  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Andbews  seconded  by 
Mr.  Pabker. 

The  discussion  on  the  thitd  resolution,  dealing  with  the 
question  of  company-trading,  which  was  to  have  been 
opened  by  Mr.  Parker,  was  deferred  to  a  future  meeting. 


Oxford  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  December  13, 
Mr.  H.  Matthews  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  poisons- 
regulations  were  discussed,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
passed:  '  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meetirg  that  the 


present  recommendations  fcr  the  storage  of  poisons,  or  some 
modification  thereof,  should  become  regulations,  subject  to 
the  provision  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. : 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

NORTH  BRITISH  BRA.NCH. 
A  meeting  was  held  at  33  York  Place,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  December  21,  Mr  J.  F.  Ewing  presiding,  when  Mr. 
David  Bbown,  F.C.S  ,  F.B  S  E.,  communicated  a  paper  on 

Limi:  as  a  Pbeseeyatiye  foe  Chloroform. 
He  quote  1  the  observations  of  Dr.  D.  Newman  and  Professor 
Ramsay  {Lancet,  January  23,  1837)  that  if  freshly  distilled 
chloroform  "  is  carefully  given  "  practically  no  had  results  fol- 
lowed its  administration,  the  1 1  atural  inference  beingthat  if  it 
was  not  carefully  given  bad  results  would  follow,  which  meant 
that  a  pure  chloroform  carelessly  administered  could  produce 
the  bad  effects  which  were  known  to  follow  the  use  of  an 
impure  one.  This  was  a  very  important  admission,  for  after 
establishing  the  purity  of  the  chloroform  they  were  brought 
very  much  nearer  the  true  causes  of  accidents.  Mr.  Brown 
pointed  out  that  the  authors  of  the  Lancet  paper  did  not  say 
the  chloroform  they  were  working  with  was  in  a  decomposed 
state,  or  give  any  details  of  the  effect  produced  on  the 
chloroform  by  the  treatment — they  only  told  how  it  affected 
the  patients.  Judging  from  the  title  of  the  paper,  and 
the  fact  that  they  described  the  action  of  lime 
on  carbonyl  chloride,  he  thought  they  must  have 
bsen  under  the  impression  that  they  were  working  with 
decomposed  chloroform,  and  that  the  tieatment  they  recom- 
mended was  intended,  not  only  to  re  tore  it  to  a  state  of 
purity,  but  also  to  prevent  it  again  showing  any  sign3  of 
decomposition.  lie  gave  his  experience  of  pure  chloroform 
of  sp.  gr.  1  497  and  1  500,  and  said  than  in  order  to  compare 
the  effect  of  exposure  to  sunlight  on  lime- treated  anil  ordinary 
chloroform,  the  following  experiments  were  made  with 
pure  chloroform  and  slaked  lime: —  1)  Chloroform  sp.gr, 
1  500  +  slaked  lime  and  exposed,  decomposed  in  two  days  ; 
(2)  chloroform  f  p.  gr.  1497  +  slaked  lime  and  exposed,  de- 
composed in  five  days  ;  (3)  chloroform  sp.  gr.  1497  exposed 
without  lime  was  not  decomposed  after  several  weeks. 
Nos.  1  and  2  contained  carbonyl  chloride  and  free  lime. 
Combination  had  not,  therefore,  as  Dr.  Newman  and  Pro- 
fessor Kamsay  indicated,  taken  place,  and  the  remaining 
chloroform  contained  such  large  quantities  of  carbenyl 
chloride  that  it  could  not  possibly  have  been  used  for 
anaesthetic  purposes.  Although  the  results  oE  only  three 
experiments  wTere  given,  others  were  made  which  confirmed 
them.  Lime  treatment  as  a  means  of  purifying  decomposed 
chloroform  and  maintaining  it  in  a  state  ot  purity  had  been 
fairly  tried,  and  found  wanting;  it  should,  therefore,  be 
abandoned  in  favour  of  alcohol,  the  agent  which  had  for  the 
past  thirty-live  years  done  its  duty  so  well.  Since  its  intro- 
duction he  had  not  met  with  a  single  authentic  case  of 
decomposition,  which  was  fairly  strong  evidence  in  its  favour, 
and  justified  the  refusal  to  accept  a  substitute  until  it  had 
proved  its  equality  or  superiority  to  it  as  a  preservative. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  concluding  his  paper,  said  there  was  a  too 
general  erroneous  belief  in  the  inflammability  cf  chloroform. 
By  an  experiment  with  a  lighted  paper  he  showed  that 
chloroform  could  be  burnt  when  brought  into  contact  with 
a  strong  flame,  but  that  in  the  liquid  form,  as  well  as  in- 
vapour,  it  instantly  extinguished  a  naked  flame. 

The  Chairman,  from  his  own  experience,  thoroughly 
agreed  with  all  Mr.  Brown  had  said. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  thought  it  was  interesting  and  important 
that  such  an  authority  as  Mr.  Brown  had  taken  this  matter  up. 

The  following  paper  was  then  read  : — 

Criticism  of  some  Chemical  Matters  jn  the  New 
Pharmacopoeia. 

By  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 

Some  curious  anomalies  and  inconsistencies!  in  the  1898 
BP,  when  viewed  from  various  standpoints,  have 
already  been  pointed  out,  but,  so  far  as  I  have  Been,  toe 
descriptions  of  chemical  operations  and  changes,  the  state- 
ments concerning  matters  of  chemical  fact,  and  the  notation 
employed  in  the  chemical  formulae  have  almost  entirely 
escaped  mention.  It  is  the  main  purpose  of  the  present 
paper  to  show  that  these,  in  numerous  instances,  are  not 
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what,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  in  an  important  official 
publication  of  the  kind.  It  will  be  convenient  to  take  up 
\,he  subjects  to  be  considered  in  as  systematic  a  manner  as 
possible,  but  it  may  be  stated  at  once  that,  except  as  regards 
the  notation,  no  endeavour  has  been  made  to  collect  chemical 
matters  for  comment  from  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  as  a 
whole,  nor  even  frcm  a  number  of  successive  pages  in  any 
selected  part.  Such  of  the  points  referred  to  below  as  do 
not  relate  to  notation  were  simply  met  with  during  the 
perusal  of  monographs,  &C,  here  and  there  at  random. 

VAGUE  OE  INCOMPLETE  CHEMICAL  STATEMENTS. 

In  the  monograph  on  potassium  chlorate  (page  263)  it  is 
stated  that  "  when  heated  it  fuses,  gives  off  oxygen  gas," 
«c.,  but  no  indication  whatever  is  given  as  to  whether  it  is 
necessary  to  raise  its  temperature  to  that  of  boiling  water 
(under  ordinary  conditions),  to  a  red  heat,  or  still  higher. 
The  official  statement  is  wanting  in  the  very  desirable 
attribute  of  scientific  precision,  which  could  easily  have  been 
attained  by  a  few  additional  words. 

On  page  257  we  read  :  '■  Lead  oxide,  FbO,  is  prepared  by 
the  action  of  air  on  melted  lead."  This  is  no  doubt  true  ; 
but  it  is  nevertheless  vague,  and  it  may  even  be  highly 
misleading,  for  the  intelligent  boy  who  melts  lead  in  an  iron 
ladle,  and  finds  that  a  scum  gathers  upon  the  surface  of  the 
melted  metal,  may  easily  arrive  at  the  erroneous  conclusion 
that  this  scum  is  lead  oxide  B  1'. 

In  the  monograph  on  potassium  bichromate  (page  261)  we 
read :  "  Fuses  below  redness ;  at  a  higher  tempera'  ure  is  decom- 
posed, yielding  green  chromium  oxide  and  yellow  potassium 
chromate,  which  may  be  separated,"  &c.  But  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  oxygen  which  is  simultaneously  liberated,  and 
is  at  least  equal  in  importance  to  the  other  two  substances. 
The  official  statement  is  here  culpably  incomplete. 

INEXACT  OR  INACCURATE  CHEMICAL  STATEMENTS. 

Respecting  both  hyoscine  hydrobromide  (page  153)  and 
hyoscyamine  sulphate  (page  154)  we  are  told  that  "heated 
Co  redness  with  access  of  air  it  leaves  no  residue."  This 
statement  would  make  it  appear  that  these  two  salts  can  be 
heated,  as  such,  to  redness,  but  the  writer  of  the  monographs 
certainly  did  not  mean  to  say  so.  The  idea  which  it  was, 
doubtless,  intended  should  be  conveyed  is  accurately  ex- 
pressed in  (for  example)  the  monograph  on  atropine  sulphate 
(page  49) :  "  It  leaves  no  ash  when  burned  with  free  access 
of  air." 

Morphine  tartrate,  it  is  stated  on  page  219,  "  may  be  pre- 
pared by  the  combination  of  morphine  and  tartaric  acid  in 
molecular  proportions."  The  author  of  the  monograph  pre- 
sumably meant  to  write  "equivalent,"  instead  of  "mole- 
cular." 

On  page  265  wc  read  that  potassium  permanganate  "  may 
be  obtained  by  the  interaction  of  potassium  chlorate,  potas- 
sium hydroxide,  and  manganese  dioxide,"  and  on  page  400 
potassium  ferrocyanide  is  stated  to  be  "  the  yellow  crystal- 
lice  salt  .  .  .  prepared  by  fusing  together  potassium  carbo- 
nate, nitrogenous  organic  matter,  and  iron."  Both  of  these 
statements  are  simply  incorrect.  Potassium  maDganate — 
t,ot  permanganate — is  obtained  by  the  interaction,  at  a  dull- 
red  brat,  of  the  substances  mentioned,  while  potassium 
cyanide — not  ferroojanide — is  the  valuable  nitrogenous 
product  of  the  fusion  referred  to. 

MISCELLANEOUS  CHEMICAL  ANOMALIES. 

We  find  "hydrogen  borate"  formally  stated,  in  heavy 
type  (page  7),  as  a  synonym  for  boric  acid,  but  no  other  acid 
is  dealt  with  in  an  analogous  manner,  although  "  hydrogf-n 
citrate"  and  similar  names  are  met  with  in  the  text.  Yet 
the  Preface  says  (page  ~)  :  "  Of  synorjyrns,  only  the  more 
important  have  been  inserted." 

It  is  difficult  to  know  what  to  make  of  the  statement 
concerning  phosphorus  (page  244),  where  this  substance  is 
described  as  "a  solid  non-metallic  element  obtained  from 
calcium  phosphate."  No  one  can  seriously  suppo=e  that 
phosphorus  obtained  from  the  mixture  of  phosphates  and 
other  compounds,  commonly  known  as  bone-ash,  or  from 
natural  mineral  phosphates  other  than  calcium  phosphate, 
is  not  phosphorus  B.P.  But  it  is  worth  while  to  compare  the 
above  strangely  narrow  official  statement  respecting  phos- 
phorus with  the  corresponding  one  relating  to  sublimed 
sulphur  (page  318)  :  "  Hay  be  prepared,  more  or  less  directly 


from  native  sulphur  or  sulphides  "  That  is  at  least  compre- 
hensive, and,  for  its  purpose,  it  is  no  doubt  f  utlicient 

In  view  of  the  method  given  on  page  61  for  preparing 
calcium  phosphate  from  bone-ash,  it  seems  very  inconsis- 
tent to  state  that  this  preparation  should  yield  no  character- 
istic reaction  with  the  tests  for  magnesium.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  substance  precipitated  when  the  solution 
obtained  by  treating  bone-ash  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid 
is  mixed  with  dilute  ammoDia  solution  in  excess  contains 
combined  magnesium  in  notable  quantity.  The  B  P.,  more- 
over, does  not  even  say  that  the  ammonia  solution,  in  the 
preparation  as  described,  would  require  to  be  employed  in 
excess. 

No  excuse  can  now  be  given  for  such  chemical  archaisms, 
dignified  even  though  they  may  be  by  appearing  in  Latin, 
as  acidom  arseniosum  and  acidum  chromicum  in  a  work 
which  has  the  word  "hydroxide"  substituted  for  the  older 
word  "hydrate."  The  substances  referred  to  by  theseEames 
are  not  acids  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  term. 

THE  CHEMICAL  NOTATION. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  contains  chemical  formulae  for  almost 
two  hundred  different  substances.  It  might  be  supposed 
that  the  compilers  would  have  observed  some  uniformity 
of  practice  in  regard  to  the  representation  of  kindred  sub- 
stances by  means  of  formula;,  and  in  the  use  of  the  various 
signs,  such  as  the  bracket,  the  comma,  the  period,  and  the 
decimal  point.  This,  however,  is,  in  a  great  many  instances, 
not  the  case.  It  is  very  difficult  to  attribute  to  anything 
but  carelessness  or  indifference  the  utterly  haphazard  manner 
in  which  the  compositions  of  closely-related  substances  are 
often  represented  by  formula;  which  differ  greatly  from  one 
another.  The  numerous  examples  which  follow  will  amply 
illustrate,  and  yet  not  exhaust,  the  kinds  of  irregularities 
met  with. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  gives  formulre  for  five  metal  acetates. 
For  these  three  different  modes  of  representation  are 
adopted  : — 

Lead  acetate,  Pb(C.,H-0.,).;,3H..O  (p.  256). 
Barium  acetate,  (CH-C00).,Ba"(p.  394). 
Potassium  acetate,  CH--COOK  (p.  260). 
Sodium  acetate,  CHsCOONa,3H20  (p.  400). 

Even  potassium  and  sodium  acetates  are  not  represented  by 
quite  analogous  fcrmulrc. 

Excluding  bismuth  oxycarbonate,  which  is  perhaps 
scarcely  comparable  with  the  others,  there  are  four  basic 
carbonates  mentioned  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  Three  variations 
are  met  with  in  the  mode  of  formulating  these: — 

Magnesium  carbonate,  3(M<rCO-),Mg(HO)..,4H..O  (p.  2101. 
Lead  carbonate,  2PbCO.-,,Pl>(OHj„  (p.  256). 
Zinc  carbonate,  ZnCO-(ZnllJ02)..,'H.O  (p.  386). 

Acetanilide  and  phenacetin  are  closely  allied  substances, 
the  latter  containing  the  ethoxy  group.  0C\,H.,,  instead  of  one 
of  the  hydrogen  atoms  of  the  phenyl  group,  C4H4,  of  the 
former.    But  the  official  formula;  are — 

Acetanilide,  CH--CONHC',,H-,  (p.  2). 
Phenacetin,  C..H0O-CoH4-NlICOCH-  (p.  242). 

There  are  two  official  sulphocarbolates.  and  the  formula 
assigned  to  them  are  — 

Sodium  sulphocarbolite,C,,H1OH  SO.,OXa.2H,0  (p.  301). 
Zinc  sulphocarbolate,  Zn(OH  C,,H(  S03)2,H20  (p  388). 

The  use  of  the  decimal  point  is  met  with  in  many  of  the 
formula;  (as,  for  example,  in  those  of  acetanilide  and 
phenacetin,  above).  Its  signification  is  not  always  exactly 
the  same,  but  thi*  need  not  be  entered  into.  Why  it  should 
be  introduced  into  the  formula  for  citric  acid,  however,  and 
omitted  from  that  of  gallic  acid  is  not  apparent : — 

Citric  acid,  C-H,-OH-(COOH)-,H.,0  (p.  10). 
Gallic  acid,  C,;H  ,(OH).-COOH,H  .O  (p.  11). 

Neither  is  it  clear  why  the  period  should  be  substituted  for 
it  in  the  two  following  cases  : — 

Salicin,  C0HuO5.O.C0H4  CH..OH  (p.  281), 
,  C,;H,,  OH 

Phenol-phthalein,  C   xen'ro    lp-  Zi9)> 

o6  -J 

and  in  no  others. 
The  above  formula  for  phenol-pLtha'cin  is  probably  the 
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most  unsatisfactory  of  the  whole  two  hundred.  Besides  the 
fact  that  the  lines  sloping  towards  the  symbol  for  carbon  on 
the  left  do  not  properly  represent  what  they  are  designed 
to  represent,  the  formula  as  a  whole  obscures,  in  a  need- 
lessly bewildering  manner,  the  relation  of  phenol-phthalein 
to  phthalic  anhydride. 

'1  he  use  of  the  comma  in  the  formulas  for  salts  of  alka- 
loids, and  in  those  for  substances  represented  as  containing 
"  water  of  crystallisation,"  is  almost  quite  consistent,  and  is 
in  conformity  with  general  usage.  Thus  (choosing  an  ex- 
ample of  each  kind)  we  have  : — 

Apomorphine  hydrochloride,  C,7HI7N0..,HC1  (p.  39), 
Ferrous  arsenate,  Fej(As04).;,6H.,0  (p.  125), 

but  why  are  the  following,  and  they  alone,  distinguished  by 
the  omission  of  the  comma? — 

Atropine  sulphate,  (C17HMN03).,H„S04  (p.  49), 
Morphine  tartrate,  (C17H1,,N03)oC.lH0O0,3H  ,0  (p.  219;, 
Tartarated  antimony,  [K(SbO)C.1H.,Oli>H.20  (p.  39), 
Hydrous  ferrous  phosphate,  Fe3(PO,).,8~H.,0  (p.  130). 

And  why  do  we  find  such  needlessly  diversified  formulae 
as — 

Cerium  oxalate,  Ce.^aO.jKgHjO  (p.  72),  and 
Ammonium  oxalate,  (COONHJ  j.HoO  (p.  393)  ; 
Sodium  biborate,  Na2B4O7,10H2O  (p.  56),  and 
Potassium  bichromate,  KoCr04,Cr03  *  (p.  261) ; 
Calcium  hydroxide,  Ca(HO),,  (p.  60),  and 
Barium  nitrate,  Ba2N03  (p.  394) ; 
Ethyl  acetate,  CH3COO(C,H,)  (p.  26), 
Ammonium  benzoate,  C,;H5'COONH4  (p.  31),  and 
Salol,  CcH4'OH-COO-C6H5  (p.  281)  ? 

The  formula;  given  for  potassium  permanganate  and  for 
potassium  ferricyanide  are  incorrect: — 

Potassium  permanganate,  K.iMn2Os  (p.  265), 
Potassium  ferricyanide,  KuFe.^CjoNjo  (p  399). 

They  ought  to  be  KMn04  and  K3FeC6Nu  respectively.  It 
would  be  of  interest  to  learn  how  the  correct  formula  for 
potassium  permanganate  of  the  1885  B.P.  has  been  displaced 
by  an  incorrect  one  in  1898 

In  the  discussion  folio  wing  this  paper,  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  said 
it  was  very  interesting,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  dispute 
Dr.  Dobbin's  criticism;  perhaps,  if  anything,  he  was  a  little 
hypercritical.  Text-books  varied  very  much  in  their  formula;, 
and  there  were  one  or  two  cases  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  where 
an  error  had  probably  crept  in,  such  as  in  the  formula;  for 
permanganate  and  cyanide  of  potassium,  but  the  errors  were 
neither  numerous  nor  serious.  There  was  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  Pharmacopoeia 
had  been  consistent  throughout. 

Dr.  Sellaes  said  he  came  there  to  learn  something  about 
the  chemistry  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  he  could  only  say 
he  was  very  thankful  to  Dr.  Dobbin.  He  would  not  like 
him  to  be  hi*  examiner  on  the  Pharmacopoeia.  (Laughter.) 
Thsre  was  one  question  he  wished  to  askjwithjregardlto  gallic 
acid.  The  test  given  for  the  substance  was  the  tartaratad- 
antimony  one,  and  he  found  that  in  every  case  gallic  acid 
gave  a  greater  precipitate  than  tannic  acid.  In  lecturing  to 
his  class  this  winter  he  gave  the  statement  on  the  authority 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  foolishly  not  having  tried  the  experi- 
ment before  the  class  met,  and  when  he  made  the  experiment 
the  class  expressed  disapproval  in  a  most  disconcerting 
manner.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cowie  and  Mr.  Simpson  also  spoke. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  said  Dr.  Dobbin  had  been  singularly  happy 
in  discovering  a  line  of  criticism  of  the  B  P.  which  had  not 
been  touched  upon  by  any  other  writer.  He  did  not  quite 
agree  with  Mr.  Dott.  He  thought  a  national  Pharma- 
copoeia ought  to  be  consistent  throughout.  (Applause.) 
A  text-book  might  vary  in  its  methods  of  expressing  formula;, 
although  of  course  the  substance  was  all  the  same,  but  they 
had  to  remember  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  was  constructed  by 
experts  who  had  experts  associated  with  them  as  referees, 
and  one  would  expect  a  book  under  these  circumstances 
to  be  free  from  such  obvious  discrepanciesjas  those  pointed  out. 
Dr.  Dobbin's  criticism  would  clear  up  many  points  to 
students  which  caused  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
annoyance.  While  an  authority  like  Mr.  Dott  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  because  he  know  at  a  glance 


"  KoCr.jO;  occurs  on  p.  431. 


where  there  was  a  discrepancy,  they  had  a  number  of 
students  approachi.  g  a  subject  for  the  lirst  time,  and  they 
thought  there  was  some  mysterious  meaning  involved  in  such 
variations  as  the  author  had  pointed  out. 

Dr.  Dobbin,  in  reply,  said  he  was  quite  prepared  to  be 
called  hypercritical,  but  he  started  from  the  point  of  view 
that  he  thought  the  Pharmacopoeia  ought  to  be  consistent. 
Some  of  the  matters  were  small,  some  of  them  less  small, 
and  some  even  beginning  to  be  a  little  large.  He  took  them 
as  he  found  them.  He  had  not  read  fifty  pages  of  the  whole 
book,  but  he  took  from  the  pages  he  had  read  anything  that 
struck  him  as  anomalous  and  curious.  He  expressed  his 
agreement  with  Mr.  Hill's  remarks,  especially  with  regard  to 
students. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  then  read  Mr.  Lothian's  paper  on 

Volumetric  Operations. 
The  volumetric  methods  of  the  Pcarmacopoeia  were,  he 
said,  of  special  interest  to  pharmacists  owing  to  the  ease 
and  rapidity  with   which  these  determinations  could  be 
performed  compared  with  the  gravimetric  methods.    In  the 
new  B.P.  the  scope  of  the  volumetric  analysis  had  been 
enlarged    and    now   embraced    a   number   of  important 
substances  which   were  not    previously    so  determined. 
Touching  on  a  few  points  suggested  to  him  by  practical 
work,  he  said  the   burette  was  required  to  hold  within 
the  graduated    portion  50  grammes  of   distilled  water, 
and    should    deliver    50    grammes   of    distilled  water. 
The    burette,    he   said,    should    be    first    divided  into 
10  equal  parts,  and  each  division  calibrated  by  weighing 
the    amount    of    distilled    water    which    it  delivered. 
Dealing  with  the  official  directions  for  preparing  the  volu- 
metric solutions,  he  said  with  reference  to  silver-nitrate  that 
it  was  better  to  make  a  stronger  solution  with  17  grammes 
of  salt,  roughly  weighed,  and  standardise  with  sodium- 
chloride  and  dilute.    The  directions  for  preparing  sulphuric- 
acid  solution  were  not  very  specific.    He  thought  litmus  an 
unsatisfactory  indicator  to  use  in  titrating  the  solution, 
because  the  point  of  "  exact  neutrality  "  was  by  no  means  easy 
to  observe.    He  got  very  concordant  results  with  cochineal. 
He  considered  it  unfortunate  that  a  decinormal  solution  of 
potassium  permanganate  had  nob  been  included  in  the  B.P. 
It  was  much  more  convenient  than  potas-ium  bichromate  for 
thedeterrniuation  of  ferrous  salts,  esoecially  where  a  1-trge 
number  of  titrations  had  to  be  performed.    Complaint  had 
been  made  that  dried  ferri  sulphas  had  been  lowered  from 
97  5  per  cent,  to  9<3  5  per  cent  ,  but  he  thought  the  lower 
stanrard  would  keep  bg  ter,  and  analyses  of  five  wholesale 
samples  showed  that  not  one  came  up  to  the  new  standard. 
In  the  nitrometer  determination  of  hjdrcgen-peroxide  solu- 
tion a  saturated  solution  of  scdium  sulphate  was  recom- 
mended instead  of  brine,  but  the  strength  of  this  solution 
was  much  more    expeditiously   determined    by  diluting 
1    or    2    c  c.   well   with  water,   acidulating    with  sul- 
phuric acid  and  titrating  with  decinormal  potassium  per- 
manganate.    One  cubic  centimetre  corresponded  to  558 
available  oxygen  at  0°  and  760  mm.    He  found  Fletcher's 
autometric  stopper  an  accurate  and  convenient  pipette  for 
delivering  this  and  other  solutions. 

Mr.  Dott  said  he  agreed  with  a  good  deal  of  what  Mr. 
Lothian  said,  and  if  Dr.  Dobbin  applied  his  mind  to  this 
subject  in  connection  with  the  Pharmacopteia  he  would  find 
a  considerable  field  for  active  criticism.  He  spoke  of  the 
importance  of  the  kind  of  indicator  used,  and  supported  the 
use  of  cochineal  instead  of  litmus.  After  some  further  re- 
marks, Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  exhibited  the  fragments  of 

A  Glass  Mortar, 

which  had  suddenly  disrupted  with  explosive  force  after 
being  used  to  mix  a  powder  and  then  being  washed  with 
cold  water.  These  two  circumstances  were  suggested  as 
inducing  a  molecular  disturbance  which  resulted  in  the  dis- 
ruption of  what  must  have  been  a  badly-annealed  mortar. 
This  closed  the  proceedings. 

New  Zealand  Flora. — The  Legislative  Council  of  New 
Zealand  has  bought  the  New  Zealand  herbarium  from  the 
representatives  of  the  late  Professor  Kirk  for  450^. 

Pharmacy  in  Western  Australia. — A  new  pharmacy 
has  been  opened  in  Kalgoorlie  by  Mr.  John  Boileau,  who  is 
already  the  owner  of  a  line  business  in  Coolgarcie. 
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Ebttodal  Comments. 


Chemists  and  Christmas. 

It  is  only  within  recent  times  that  chemists  seem  to  have 
awakened  to  the  possibility  of  sharing  in  the  lavish  How  of 
Christmas  expenditure.  It  was  a  commonplace  of  old 
times  to  offer  them  the  consolation,  while  other  traders  were 
ga'herirg  their  season's  harvest,  that  their  turn  would  come 
when  Christmas  was  over.  It  was  a  poor  sort  of  comfort  at 
the  best,  but  nowadays  when  the  regenerative  is  only  a  pro- 
prietary medicine  at  cut  price  it  is  not  worth  waitiDg  for. 
So  all  over  the  country  chemists  have  been  displaying  their 
prettiest  goods  in  the  mo3t  attractive  fashion,  and  inter- 
cepting, we  hope,  a  good  many  of  the  shillings  and  half- 
crowns  which  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  population  are 
eagerly  offering  for  something  new.  Never  have  we  seen  the 
London  pharmacies  look  so  gay  as  they  have  done  this  year. 
This  does  not  apply  exactly  to  the  old-established  dispeDsing- 
houses  ;  they  may  come  to  it  in  time,  and  we  suppose  it  is 
possible  at  present  to  buy  a  bottle  of  scent  even  at  the  most 
respectable  of  them.  But  the  newer  chemists,  and,  of 
course,  the  drug-stores,  are  making  shows  which  we  should 
think  must  be  very  tempting  to  the  young  man  in  the  first 
stage  of  loves  young  dream.  It  is  true  that  there  is  a 
certain  degree  of  monotony  in  the  ttock  represented  in 
chemists'  shop-windows.  Perfumes,  sprays,  soaps,  and  cut- 
glass  bottles  are  the  inevitable  series;  but,  thanks  to  the 
taste  and  enterprise  of  modern  manufacturers,  these  admit  of 
endless  varieties  of  elegance.  A  clever  window-dres-er  could 
not  w  ish  for  better  materials  than  are  provided  for  him  by 
the  modern  soap-maker  and  the  druggists'-sundrie^  house. 

A  principal  condition  of  success  in  the  Christmas- present 
trade  is  to  provide  an  abundant  stock  with  plenty  of  variety 
and  all  gradations  of  pries.  To  do  it  well  this  mearjs  a 
rather  heavy  investment,  and,  necessarily,  a  considerable 
stock  left  over.  If  any  of  these  goods  have  to  b?  kept  till 
the  following  Christmas  they  will  be  a  little  shop-foiled, 
however  perfect  may  be  the  storing-arrangements.  This  is 
the  loss  which  balances  the  gains  of  the  season's  business.. 
Cannot  some  of  the  manufacturers  or  wholesale  houses  meet 
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thU  risk  by  taking  back  the  unsold  portion  of  the  stock  at  a 
moderate  premium  to  piy  the  cost  of  relabelling  and  re- 
packing 1 

Toilet-articles  nead  no*;  be  the  only  goods  of  a  gift 
character  sold  in  chemists'  shops.  This,  of  course,  is  recog- 
nised in  establishments  where  such  side-lines  as  photographic 
and  optical  goods  are  dealt  in.  Licensed  vendors  of  wines 
and  of  cigars,  too,  can  always  make  up  suitable  lines  for 
presents.  Bat  there  is  also  mom  for  more  enterprise  in  the 
strictly  legitimate  line  than  is  generally  shown  by  pharma- 
cists. No  present,  for  example,  could  be  more  popular  with 
an  intelligent  boy  than,  say,  a  5s.  package  of  scientific 
apparatus,  with  a  copy  of  our  '  Scientific  Mysteries"  in- 
cluded. Chamists  have  strangely  missed  their  opportunities 
in  the  cultivation  of  this  attractive  and  profitable  side-line. 
Ninety-five  boys  out  of  every  hundred  grow  up  without  ever 
having  had  the  chance  of  handling  a  retort.  These  neglected 
youths  offer  an  immense  field  for  the  smart  chemist  tc  cater 
for.  Another  opening  for  presents  from  chemists'  shops, 
though  it  is  one  not  quite  suitable  for  Christmas  time,  is  the 
trade  in  neat  family  medicine-chests.  If  these  were  more 
generally  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  and  if  chemists 
stocked  a  fair  variety,  including  some  fitted  with  compressed 
medicines  and  others  adapted  to  purchasers  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic persuasion,  a  not  insignificant  proportion  of  the 
patent-medicine  trade  might  be  replaced  by  something 
better.  As  a  gift  to  anyone  starting  on  a  journey,  and  as  a 
comfortable  safeguard  in  country  houses,  a  medicine-chest 
suitably  fitted  would  no  doubt  ba  very  acceptable.  There  is 
also,  we  may  add,  a  fair  opening  for  a  conveniently  fitted 
case  of  household  requisites,  such  as  polishes,  cleansers, 
plate-powder,  washleather,  and  one  or  two  disinfectants. 


Worth  Fighting  For. 

We  shall  look  rather  small  if  nothing  results  from  the  fierce 
invective  and  furious  declamation  of  the  past  few  week*.  To 
light  the  beacon-fires,  to  send  round  the  fiery  cross,  to  draw 
the  sword  and  throw  away  the  scabbard,  as  one  of  our  cham- 
pions puts  it,  and  then  go  quietly  back  to  business,  will  be 
undignified,  to  say  the  least.  And  yet  that  is  the  position 
we  shall  assuredly  ba  forced  into  unless  somebody  in 
authority  interposes  soon  with  a  few  words  of  truth  and 
soberness.  Just  now  a  game  of  bluff  seems  being  p'ayed 
between  a  few  provincial  associations  on  the  one  tide  and 
Bloomsbury  on  the  other.  The  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  who  will  have  to  take  the  ref ponsiliility 
and  do  the  work,  is  naturally  cautious.  "  Formu'ate  your 
proposals,"  was  his  first  reply  to  the  flood  of  rhetoric  with 
which  he  was  assailed.  "No,"  says  Lancashire,  "  it  is  for 
you  to  do  the  formulating.  Here  is  what  we  want  ;  with 
your  Parliamentary  experienca  yoa  ought  to  know  how  to  get 
it  for  us."  And  what  Lancashire  wants  is  what  no  British 
Parliament  will  erer  concede,  The  President  knows  this,  so 
do  his  principal  colleagues ;  bit  just  now  the  collection  of 
guineas  is  the  business  in  hand,  and  it  would  not  be  prudent 
to  tell  the  truth  too  abruptly.  So  the  theory  of  the  omni- 
potence of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  if  supported  by  an 
undefined  number  of  additional  subscribers  is  sedulously 
promulgated.  Tha  morality  oE  this  policy  may  be  open  to 
question,  but  the  wonder  is  that  it  can  impose  upon  anyone 
acquainted  with  public  business.  A  just  claim  will  not 
become  a  fraction  jus ter  no  matter  how  many  persons  demand 
it;  and  though  it  is  true  that  Governments  are  not  en- 
tirely influenced  by  mere  questions  of  justice,  the  whole 
body  of  chemists  united  would  never  be  formidable  enough 
to  terrify  the  weakest  of  Le2islatvtres  by  mere  force  of 
numbers. 


At  Manchester  last  week  Mr.  Rymer  Young  went  nearer 
than  any  member  of  the  Council  has  yet  gone  towards  ex- 
pounding a  definite  policy.  He  proposes  to  ask  Parliament 
"  to  declare  that  the  word  person,  wherever  med  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  shall  include  any  corporate  body"  ;  and 
he  would  refuse  to  recognise  "  the  alleged  prescriptive  rights 
of  companies  now  carrying  on  the  business  of  chemists  and 
druggists."  Less  than  that,  he  says,  would  not  be  worth 
fighting  for.  This  is  a  definite  statement  of  policy;  but  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  why  Mr.  Young  has  never  pro- 
nounced it  bafore  from  his  place  in  the  Council.  Evan  now 
he  carefully  "hedges  "  by  cautioning  his  audiensa  that  what 
he  says  must  not  bj  takan  as  representing  the  views  of  the 
Council  generally. 

Let  us  suppose,  however,  that  the  Council  could  ba  screwed 
up  to  the  point  of  adopting  Mr.  Rymer  Young's  policy.  It  is 
a  claim  which  they  could  reasonably  have  presented  eighteen 
years  ago,  but  which,  it  is  obvious,  would  be  infinitely  more 
difficult  to  establish  now  unless  convincing  evidence  of  the 
public  danger  resulting  from  company  pharmacy  could  be 
adduced.  For  in  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
House  of  Lords'  decision  it  is  not  only  tha  several  large 
companies  inimical  to  chemis't.3  and  druggists  which  have 
grown  up,  but  many  registered  chemists  themselves  have, 
for  reasons  of  convenience,  adopted  the  limited  liability 
principle.  Only  this  year,  for  instanca,  we  have  recorded  the 
registration  of  such  well-known  pharmacies  as  those  of 
Messrs.  Corbyns,  London  ;  Southalls,  Birmingham;  Raynolds, 
Leeds;  and  Wilsons,  Harrogate.  Mr.  Young's  Act  would 
disqualify  these  and  many  other  firms  like  them.  Their 
opposition,  as  well  as  that  of  the  cutting  companies,  therefore, 
would  have  to  be  allowed  for.  So  far  as  we  know,  our  only 
influential  friends  in  Parliament  who  would  ba  disposed  to 
help  us  in  this  attack  on  company  pharmacy  are  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Lord  Herschell,  and  it  is  not  likely  they 
would  go  to  the  extent  of  supporting  Mr.  Young's  sweeping 
proposal.  The  Lord  Chancellor  has,  indeed,  expressly  intimated 
how  far  he  is  prepared  to  go.  He  would  simply  insist  on  a 
qualified  manager  in  every  shop.  We  should  think  he  could 
be  induced  to  extend  this  proviso  so  that  it  should  cover  the 
real  managers  of  company  shop3 — that  is  to  say,  the  directors 
of  all  chemists'  companies;  and  that  we  believe  at  this  time 
is  the  utmost  we  can  ever  hope  to  get  by  legislation.  Even 
that,  we  think,  would  be  worth  figh'ing  for.  It  would  not 
stop  competition  nor  save  tha  Lancashire  chemists  from  the 
prospect  of  ruin  which  some  of  them  anticipate.  Nor,  for 
that  matter,  would  Mr.  Young's  proposed  Act. 


"Quacks  and  Abortion." 

This  is  €he  title  of  a  series  of  articles  which  the  Lzncet  has 
commenced  exposing  the  trade  in  abortive  medicines.  The 
article  in  the  issue  of  December  17  deals  with  the  composi- 
tion of  some  of  the  medicines  sold.  The  first  is  on  "  Ottey's 
strong  female  pills,"  advertised  and  sold  by  "  Thomas  Ottey, 
chemist,  32  Hagley  Road,  Birmingham."  The  pills  were 
accompanied  by  handbills,  &c,  which  could  leave  no  doubt 
that  they  were  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  on  miscarriage, 
and  if  they  failed  Mr.  Ottey  was  prepared  to  supply  extra 
strong  pills  at  5s.  3d.,  or  the  strongest  pills  at  10s.  per  box.  A 
box  of  the  strongest  was  obtained,  the  purchaser  rep-esenting 
that  she  was  four  months  pregnant.  The  box  came  with 
even  more  explicit  printed  instructions  for  abortion-produc- 
tion, the  manufacturer  adding  in  writing: — 

You  are  at  a  most  difficult  time,  still  the  pills  will  do  it  if  the 
internal  organs  ai'e  right. 

We  don't  expect  it  as  courses  so  try  to  get  heavy  forcing  also 
streaks,  clots,  strings,  bits  of  skin-flesh,  all  back  way  14  clays 
running,  then  you  will  be  safe. 
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Could  anything  be  more  iniquitous  in  intention  ?  The 
Lancet's  analysis  of  the  strong  pills  showed  them  to  consist 
of  colocynth  and  iron  chiefly— a  comparatively  harmless  pill ; 
"  the  strongest  "  cr  ntained  in  addition  oil  of  savin  equivalent 
to  34  minims  per  100  pills.  Of  the  latter  pills  four  were  to 
be  taken  three  or  four  times  a  day  until  twenty-four  pills  were 
taken  daily.  The  second  example  pilloried  by  the  Lancet  is 
"Prof.  Leslie,  24  George  Street,  Chester,"  a  person  who  offers 
"  free  advice  "  to  women  in  trouble,  but  the  medicine  has  to  be 
paid  for  rather  sweetly.  The  Lancet's  troubled  woman  was 
offered  "  packages"  of  stuff  by  Prof.  Leslie  at  4s.  6d.,  and 
"mixtures  "  at  10s.  6d  ,  but  "  a  few  particulars  "  were  invited 
(in  a  printed  letter),  and  these  the  troubled  woman  promptly 
gave  (briefly,  "  three  months  gone  ").  To  this  came  a  reply 
from  the  professor,  written  in  execrable  English — "  sorry 
things  are  so  far  gorn,"  &c  —and  recommending  four  bottles 
of  his  medicine  for  11.  lis.  6^.  This  was  obtained,  and  was 
found  to  be  infusion  of  senna  and  rue.  Not  much  harm 
could  be  done  with  that,  and  Prof.  Leslie  is  obviously  of  a 
class  whom  physicians  and  pharmacists  know  too  well,  and 
whom  the  law  rarely  touches  ;  but  the  sale  of  savin  oil  is  a 
matter  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  something  to 
do  with,  and  we  hope,  for  the  good  name  of  pharmacy,  that 
it  will  vigorously  use  its  legal  powers  for  the  punishment  of 
those  who  sell  abortefacient  poisons  so  freely. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written  Mr.  Justice  Hawkins  has 
sentenced  the  brothers  Chrimes  to  penal  servitude  for  terms 
of  seven  and  twelve  years — a  heavy  but  necessary  punish- 
ment. These  men  were  engaged  in  this  female-medicine 
business.  They  were  the  proprietors  of  certain  tabules  which' 
were  guaranteed  "to  remove  all  irregularities."  From  the 
composition  of  the  tabule3  it  was  evident  that  they  were 
conventional  remedies  for  menstrual  disturbances  common 
to  non-pregnant  women,  but  which  are  utterly  useless  as 
abortives.  One  of  the  p' isoners  admitted  that  the  formula 
was  taken  from  the  "Household  Physician,"  and  the 
medicines  were  compounded  by  Mr.  Wand,  of  Leicester, 
under  the  impression  that  the  prisoners  were  shippirg- 
agents.  The  Chrimeses  professed  to  pregnant  women  that 
the  tabules  would  "  bring  about  the  desired  result,"  then 
threatened  the  women  with  prosecution  on  a  charge  of 
criminal  abortion  if  they  did  not  promise  not  to  do  it  again 
and  pay  the  scoundrels  a  fee  of  two  guineas.  It  i3  for  this 
blackmailing  that  the  Chrimeses  have  been  sentenced,  but 
Mr.  Justice  Hawkins  made  it  quite  clear  that  the  tabules 
sold  by  the  prisoners,  being  simply  tonic  medicines  and 
useless  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  sold — i.e.  as 
abortefacients — the  money  paid  for  them  was  obtained  by 
false  pretences.  This,  to  sellers  of  female-medicines,  is  the 
most  significant  and  serious  part  of  the  whole  case,  because 
there  are  really  few  female  medicines  commonly  advertised 
and  sold  which  will  produce  abortion ;  it  is  only  in  rare 
cases  that  the  sellers  of  such  medicines  are  so  stupid  as  to 
imperil  their  own  safety  by  selling  efficient  abortives.  The 
Public  Prosecutor  has,  therefore,  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
administering  a  salutary  lesson  to  these  pretenders.  The 
jury  in  the  Chrimes  case  very  p'op3rly  called  attention  to 
the  advertising  of  such  medicines  by  adding  the  following 
rider  to  their  verdict : — 

The  jury  feel  that  such  a  vile  plot,  even  with  all  the  ingenuity 
displayed  in  it,  could  only  have  been  possible  by  the  acceptance 
of  such  immoral  advertisements  by  a  section  of  the  Press, 
religious  and  secular,  well  knowing  their  nature.  The  jury 
further  express  their  earnest  conviction  that  means  should  be 
found  to  suppress  such  advertisements  and  the  institutions  from 
which  they  emanate,  as  they  consider  them  direct  incentives  to 
ignorant  and  evil-minded  women  to  commit  crime. 

This  rider  has  been  sent  to  the  Home  Secretary,  and  doubt- 
less some  action  will  be  taken  on  the  matter  during  the 
next  Session  of  Parliament.    We  fear  it  is  useless  appealing 


to  the  few  members  of  the  drug-trade  who  engage  in  this 
abominable  business  ;  but  we  may  at  least  warn  those  who 
are  on  the  border-line,  and  who  do  not  like  to  see  very 
profitable  business  go  past  them,  that  its  illegality  is 
indisputable. 

THE  WHIPPERSIN. 

The  Old  Lady  of  Bloomabitry  loquitur: — 
Occasionally  our  sons  rebel,  and  measures  we  must  find 
To  allay  all  troublous  symptoms  and  alleviate  the  mind; 
And  for  childlike  admonition  then'  is  none  of  all  this  party 
Who  can  play  the  gentle  curate  like  our  meek  and  guileless  C  • 

When  by  Parliament  we're  threatened,  and  our  honour  is  at  stake 
We  look  around  for  someone  who  the  sleeping  Lords  will  wake, 
Who  can  bully  Irish  members  who'd  emasculate  our  Bills, 
And  we  send  him  on  the  war- path  ;  none  so  truculent  as  H  . 

And  when  provincial  Lancashire  begins  to  waken  up, 
And  wrestle  hard  with  questions  that  yet  fill  our  bitter  cup, 
We  educate  Proud  Preston,  and  the  Duchy  chemists  all, 
By  sending  (unofficially)  the  gay  bucolic  P  . 

But  our  coffers  are  not  filling,  and  our  treasure-house  is  void, 
And  we  don't  seem  able,  somehow,  to  keep  whom  we've  decoyed, 
So  I  think  our  next  best  move  will  be  to  end  this  troublous  wail 
By  sending  round  the  cashbox  with  our  old  friend  if  . 

PURE  ANESTHETICS. 

Professor  W.  Ramsay,  F.R.S.,  recently  read  a  paper  to  the 
Society  of  Anaesthetists  on  this  subject.  He  confined  his 
attention  to  chloroform,  ether,  and  ACE.  mixture,  and  had 
little  to  say  about  any  of  them  which  he  has  not  said  before. 
He  pointed  out  that  chloroform-vapour  decomposes  in  gas- 
light, carbonyl  chloride  being  formed,  and  this  highly- 
poisonous  gas  may  be  breathed  by  the  patient  with  dis- 
astrous results.  It  is,  however,  easily  recognised  by  its 
irritating  action  upon  the  throat.  He  also  stated  that 
carbonyl  chloride  is  formed  in  chloroform  which  is  exposed 
to  moist  air  and  light,  and  stated  that  the  impurity,  if  it 
exists,  is  removed  by  shaking  with  slaked  lime.  In  ether  a 
sticky  substance,  probably  e.hyl  peroxide,  is  formed  when  it 
is  exposed  to  light  and  air.  A  discussion  followed  the  read- 
ing of  the  paper,  in  which  some  remarkable  opinions  were 
expressed.  One  gentleman  suggested  that  the  irritating 
properties  of  chloroform  are  due  to  the  mineral  naphtha 
which  is  added  to  methylated  spirit.  Pro'essor  Ramsay 
fortunately  said  that  was  erroneous.  Mr.  McIIardie  and  Dr. 
Probyn  Williams  gave  it  as  their  expeiience  that  ether  pre- 
pared from  methylated  spirit  is  as  good  clinically  as  ether 
made  from  rectified  spirit.  It  is  to  be  observed  regarding 
these  discussions  cn  chloroform  and  ether  that  too  much  is 
made  of  isolated  and  extremely  rare  cases  of  impurity.  We 
have  vet  to  meet  a  modern  pharmacist  who  has  seen  a 
specimen  of  decomposed  chloroform,  and  Professor  Ramsay, 
in  recommendirg  purification  with  slaked  lime,  might  have 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  purification  is  done  by 
the  manufacturers,  who  subsequently  add  that  proportion  of 
alcohol  to  the  chloroform  which  is  necessary  for  its  preser- 
vation ;  but  if  medical  men  adopt  his  suggestion  to  shake  up 
their  chloroform  with  lime,  they  may  wash  out  the  alcohol, 
and  thereby  hasten  the  decomposition  of  the  chloroform. 
This,  in  fact,  has  been  proved  to  be  the  case  by  Mr.  David 
Brown  at  Edinburgh  this  week. 

TROPICAL  MEDICINE. 

It  is  as  true  of  the  practice  of  medicine  as  of  most  things 
in  life — that  after  long  neglect  new  ideas  when  taken  up 
are  fought  for.  This  is  the  case  with  the  teaching  of 
tropical  medicine,  which  we  referred  to  a  fortnight  since. 
The  school  to  be  founded  in  association  with  the  Seaman's 
Hospital  has  the  support  of  the  Colonial  Office;  but  a  dozen 
of  the  leading  physicians  in  the  metropolis  are  hurt  that 
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Mr.  Chamberlain  did  not  consult  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  as  to  the  best  method  of  teaching  tropical  medi- 
cine, &c.  Meanwhile  a  private  venture,  called  "  The 
Polyclinic,"  has  been  started  in  Gower  Street,  for  the 
purpose  of  giviDg  post-graduate  courses  of  instruction, 
including  tropical  medicine.  Mr.  Joseph  Hutchinson, 
F.R.O.S.,  claims  that  that  is  the  best  place  for  instructing 
everybody  who  wants  to  know  all  about  tropical  medicines. 
It  is  truly  delightful  to  observe  these  leaders  of  medicine  so 
much  interested  in  this  subject.  It  is  more  than  a  dozen 
years  since  Dr.  Felkin  came  back  from  tropical  Africa  to  tell 
his  old  colleagues  that  the  teaching  of  the  schools  does  not 
touch  what  the  medical  man  most  needs  in  the  tropics,  and 
he  has  been  followed  by  others  who  have  similar  experience. 
Netley  Hospital  has  also  been  associated,  though  in  a  quieter 
way,  with  the  teaching  of  tropical  medicine ;  and  now  the 
big  men  in  London  practice,  whose  names  are  not  particu- 
larly associated  with  the  subject,  are  hurt  because  Mr. 
Chamberlain  has  taken  advice  in  an  unorthodox  way ! 

THE  NEW  AIR  GASES. 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Roy.d  Society,  Professor 
Ramsay  reported  that  finality  with  argon  has  been  reached, 
and  that  we  are  at  last  in  the  possession  of  this  element  as  a 
"  pure  gas."  He  has  already  separated  neon,  krypton,  and 
metargon  from  it,  but  there  was  something  else  that  had 
eluded  his  most  critical  research,  but  he  has  at  last  got  hold 
of  this  something — a  ga3  which  he  has  named  "  xenon,"  or 
"  the  stranger."  After  the  Royal  Society  meeting  Professor 
Ramsay  journeyed  to  Berlin,  and  on  Monday  evening  delivered 
a  lecture  by  special  invitation  to  the  members  of  the  Chemical 
Society  there  in  the  Chemisches  Institut.  Professor  Lieber- 
mann  presided  and  welcomed  his  distinguished  English 
colleague  in  the  most  cordial  manner.  There  was  a  crowded 
audience,  among  whom  were  Professor  Virchow,  Professor 
Oscar  Liebreich,  Professor  von  Bezold,  Professor  Warburg, 
and  Professor  Emil  Fischer.  Professor  Rimsay  gave  an 
account  of  the  properties  of  helium,  argon,  metargon,  neon, 
and  xenon,  and  ll  ustrated  his  more  recent  investigations  by 
limelight  views  of  the  appliances  of  his  laboratory  and  by 
the  spectra  of  the  various  gases,  most  of  those  present 
following  his  explanations  with  tbe  aid  of  pocket  spectro- 
scopes. The  lecture,  which  was  very  fluently  delivered  in 
German,  paid  warm  tributes  to  the  work  of  Lord  Kayleigh 
and  to  the  assistance  rendered  to  Professor  Ramsay  in  the 
course  of  his  experiments  by  Dr.  Travers  and  others.  At 
its  close,  amid  loud  cheers,  Professor  Liebermann  thanked 
the  distinguished  lecturer,  and  described  him  as  having  by 
his  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance  united  the  realms  of 
physics  and  of  chemistry.  The  German  Emperor  visited  the 
Chemisches  Institut  on  Wednesday  afternoon  to  listen  to  a 
private  exposition  by  Professor  Ramsay  of  his  discoveries 
and  methods. 

A  DRINK-CURE. 

The  Sketch  prints  the  following  letter  regarding  the  cure 
of  dipsomania  from  an  M.D.,  who  does  not  wish  his  name 
published : — ■ 

It  is  as  well  to  say  at  once,  writes  the  doctor,  that  no  drugs 
will  avail  unless  the  patient  makes  up  his  mind  to  assist  the 
treatment  and  has  a  strong  enough  will  to  resist  temptation. 
If  he  can  do  this,  then  he  will  derive  benefit  from  the  en- 
closed prescription,  which  will  very  greatly  improve  the 
stomach  condition  and  nervous  system:  — 

Tr.  cinch   1  oz. 

Tr.  nucis  vom.    2  dr. 

Tr.  calumbse  ...    ...  1  oz. 

Tr.  capsici     ...       ...       ...       ...  4  dr. 

Tr.  card.  co.  ad       ...       ...       ...  3  oz. 

Fiat  mist. 

A  teaspoonful  in  half  a  wineglass  of  water  three  times  a  day 
between  meals. 

It  should  be  regularly  taken  for  six  weeks  or  two  months, 


and  then  gradually  dropped  if  the  craving  has  gone.  He 
should  also  return  to  it  if  he  feels  the  weakness  coming  back. 
It  would  be  really  better  to  put  himself  in  the  hands  of  a 
good  local  medical  man  who  would  be  sympathetic  and  give 
him  wise  counsel. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  mixture  is  a  good  one  if  kept 
within  the  limits  laid  down  by  the  prescriber;  but  it  is  well 
to  remember  that  dipsomaniacs  are  apt  to  find  anything 
containing  alcohol  relieve  the  craving,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  the  mixture  should  be  carefully  watched.  We  have 
known  dipsomania-patients  consume  every  day  two  mix- 
tures composed  of  "  spt.  ammon.  arcm.,  spt.  chlorof.,  and  tr. 
card,  co.,  j)t.  esq.  sumenel.  5/  ,  q  q  h.,"  and  the  relatives  were 
delighted  that  the  brandy- bottle  was  neglected. 


IRcvicvvs  ano  Xitcran>  Botes. 


Squire's  "Companion  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
1899,"  will  be  ready  shortly  after  Christmas,  and  a  new 
editim  of  Squire's  "  Pharmacopoeias  of  London  Hospitals" 
will  be  published  early  in  the  new  year. 

*  *  *  * 

Vol.  1  of  Allen's  " Commercial  Organic  Analysis" 
has  been  advanced  in  price  to  18s. 

*  *  *  * 

A  Dictionary  of  Perfumes  used  in  Soap-malting.  By  A.  M. 
Garance,  London.  MacLaren  &  Sons.  Small  8vo. 
109  pp. 

A  few  quotations  from  this  astonishing  book  will  show 
its  nature.    Words  fail  us  to  describe  it: — 

"  Tincture  means  the  volatile  portions  of  a  substance  separated 
by  a  solvent." 

Oil  of  almonds  is  "  extracted  from  sweet  and  bitter  almonds," 
and  "  are  yery  much  alike.  ...  It  easily  turns  rancid."  [N.B.— 
The  author  is  speaking  of  essential  oil  of  almonds.] 

"  Balsam  of  Tolu  and  balsam  of  styrak,  or  storax,  are  very 
similar  to  balsam  of  Peru." 

"  Oil  of  bay-leaves  is  the  principal  flavouring  ingredient  in 
Florida  water." 

"  Citral  is  a  cheap  and  strong  perfumer  for  soap." 

"  Androjiogon  Shwnanthus,  a  tree  extensively  cultivated  in 
Ceylon." 

"  Cumin  seeds,  the  fruit  of  Cumnium  cyminum." 
"  Oil  of  aneth  .  .  .  contains  limone  and  carvone." 
"  Elemi — &  soft  unctuous  gum  resin." 

"Eugenol — an  artificial  preparation  reproducing  synthetically 
the  perfuming  principle  of  oil  of  cloves." 

"  Musk  seeds  .  .  .  are  hardly  used  commercially  now." 
"  Oil  of  lavender — its  sp.  gr.  is  '78  to  '96." 

"  Santal  wood,  imported  from  the  East  Indies,  is  either  white, 
yellow,  or  red." 

"  Vanilla  trees  "  (p.  77). 

We  could  fill  a  page  with  similar  examples  of  the 
ignorance  which  goes  to  make  up  this  small  book,  but  it  is 
really  not  worth  notice.  We  cannot  understand  why  it  is 
published.  To  the  uninformed  it  is  frightfully  misleading, 
and  to  the  well-informed  it  is  not  half  so  funny  as  Barry 
Pain's  sketches,  or  Mark  Twain's  "  Tramps  Abroad." 

*  *  * 

The  Diagnosis  of  Disease.    By  J.  Porter  Parkinson,  M.D., 

&c.    London :  Bailliere,   Tindall  &  Cox.    Crown  8\  0. 

Pp.  178.  4s. 

A  rook  for  medical  men,  and  a  valuable  one.  It  contains 
concise  descriptions  of  the  symptoms  which  accompany 
various  diseases.  The  descriptions  lean  to  the  graphic  side, 
but  are  good,  and  exactly  what  the  man  who  needs  such 
reminders  requires,  while  to  the  medical  student  it  will  be 
an  instructive  text-book. 

*  *  *  *• 

"  Baby- feeding  "  is  the  brief  title  of  a  4d.  booklet  which 
Messrs.  J.  Wright  &  Co.  have  published,  apparently  with  the 
view  of  wide  circulation  amongst  mothers.  It  is  a  sensible 
book,  giving  sound  advice,  amongst  which  the  note  "  relating 
to  the  mother  " — "  Do  not  marry  till  you  are  at  least  twenty 
years  of  age  " — is  not  the  least  cogent,  although  not  the  most 
happily  placed.  We  fancy  that  chemists  will  find  the  booklet 
saleable. 
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Iflew  Companies  &  Company  IRews, 


Mellin's  Glass  Woeks  (Limited).— Capital  20,000/ ,  in 
5/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  erect  and  carry  on  a  glass-factory 
in  the  kingdom  of  Sweden  or  elsewhere.  Director's  qualifi- 
cation, 2001.  Remuneration,  500/.  per  annum  and  a  share  in 
the  profits,  divisible. 

Dye  Ceystals  Company  (Limited).— Capital  600C0/.> 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  the 
New  Industrials  Development  Syndicate  (Limited),  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  vegetable  and  other  dye  manufac- 
turers, paint,  colour  and  stain  makers,  herbalists,  collectors  of 
flowers,  manufacturing  chemists  and  druggists,  &c.  Re- 
gistered office,  74  Coleman  Street,  E  C. 

Allbeight  English  Dental  Institute  (Limited). — 
Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the 
business  of  Alfred  G.  Fentiman,  manufacturer  of  artificial 
teeth,  of  42  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  E  C,  and  the 
business  of  Paul  F.  Albrecht,  manufacturer  of  artificial  teeth, 
of  34  Woodford  Road,  Watford,  Herts,  trading  as  "  Philip 
AUbright,  Watford  Manufacturing  Company,"  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  dentists  and  dental  mechanicians.  The 
first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — Francis  Llojd, 
42  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  E.C.,  registered  dentist ; 
Kate  Fentiman,  and  Alfred  G.  Fentiman,  manufacturer  of 
artificial  teeth,  both  of  25  Wildash  Road,  East  Dulwich,  S.E. ; 
Charles  Spencer,  15  Highlever  Road,  North  Kensington, 
chemist ;  Paul  F.  Albrecht,  manufacturer  of  artificial  teeth, 
and  Mrs.  F.  Albrecht,  34  Woodford  Road,  Watford ;  Trevor 
Davis,  89  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  E.C..  wholesale 
druggist.    Rrgistered  without  articles  of  association. 


Chemische  Fabrik  aup  Aktien  (voem.  E.  Sobering, 
IN  Berlin)  — Dr.  Phil.  Georg  Merling  has  withdrawn  from 
the  board  of  directors. 

A.  J.  White,  Limited  (Mother  Seigel's). —  The 
directors  have  declared  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  the  preference  shares  for  the  quarter  ending 
December  31. 

The  Electro-Chemical  Company  (Limited)  is  making 
an  issue  of  40,000/.  in  6-per-cent.  first  mortgage  debentures. 
The  company  was  formed  in  1894  to  work  on  an  extensive 
scale  the  electrolytic  decomposition  of  salt,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  chlorine  products.  The  works  have  been  in  opera- 
tion for  three  years,  but  no  profits  are  shown. 

Kernick  &  Co.  (Limited)  (Caediff) — The  sixth  annual 
report  of  this  company  states  that  in  accordance  with  a 
resolution  confirmed  at  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  share- 
holders, held  on  May  23  last,  the  proprietary  rights  of 
Kernick's  Pills  and  Worm  Lozenges  have  been  acquired  from 
Mrs.  Kernick.  The  recent  coal  strike  caused  a  loss  on  the 
year's  trading  of  192/.  2s.  3d.  The  directors  are  endeavour- 
ing to  affect  economies,  and  Mr.  R.  P.  Kernick  has  reduced 
his  salary  to  a  nominal  amount,  although  still  retaining  his 
interest  in  the  business. 

Tayloe's  Deug  Company. — The  directors  state  that  the 
trading  for  the  fifteen  months  ended  September  30  last  has 
been  favourable,  and  that  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
year  there  has  been  a  satisfactory  increase  both  in  sales  an«l 
the  profits  earned.  Ten  new  branches  have  been  opened 
during  that  period,  and  freeholds  have  been  purchased  at 
Hull  and  Darlington.  The  net  profit  for  the  fifteen  months, 
after  providing  for  mortgage,  debenture,  and  other  interest, 
and  dividend  on  preference  shares,  is  9,125/.  3.>.  3§(£.  For 
the  purpose  of  openitg  new  branches,  the  company  during 
the  present  year  increased  its  capital  by  an  issue  of  30.0C0 
6-per-cent.  preference  shares  of  1/.  each,  at  a  premium  of 
2s.  a  share.  Of  this  issue  11,515  shares  have  been  applied 
for  and  allotted,  and  the  premiums  received,  amounting  to 
1,104/.  10s.,  have  been  carried  to  reserve. 

Phillips,  Hoskins  &  Co.  (Limited).— In  the  Chancery 
Division  of  the  High  Court  on  December  16,  Mr.  Justice 
Romer,  on  an  application  by  Mr.  Hamilton  on  behalf  of  a 
debenture- holder,  appointed  a  receiver  of  the  property  of 
this  company,  who  carry  on  the  business  of  soap-manufac- 
turers.   Counsel  said  it  was  noi  a  case   in  which  the 


principal  was  due  or  the  interest  in  arrear.  but  one  in  which 
the  property  of  the  company  was  in  danger.  The  debenture 
issue  was  9,950/ ,  and  was  a  charge  upon  all  the  property  of 
the  Co.  From  the  company's  balance  sheet  it  appeared  that 
3  500/.  had  been  lost  on  the  first  eighteen  months' trading, 
and  the  report  stated  that  unless  further  working- capital 
was  subscribed  the  company  must  go  into  liquidation.  The 
shareholders  had  declined  to  subscribe  anything,  and  two 
actions  were  threatened.  The  next  day  Mr.  Hamilton  asked 
Mr.  Justice  Romer  that  the  Receiver  should  also  be 
appointed  manager,  to  act  at  once.  Mr.  Justice  Romer :  I 
will  appoint  him  manager,  but  not  to  act  for  more  than  three 
months  without  coming  to  the  Court ;  he  may  act  as  manager 
at  once. 

Homocea  (Limited).— The  annual  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Inns  of  Court  Hotel,  Holborn,  on  Friday,  December  16, 
Sir  Albert  Altman  presiding.  There  was  expectation  of  lively 
scenes,  but  the  Chairman  prevented  them  by  stating  in  his 
opening  speech  that  in  June  last  the  directors,  at  a  conference 
with  some  of  the  largest  shareholders,  expressed  a  hope  that 
a  committee  of  inspection  would  be  appointed  at  the  annual 
meeting.  The  directors,  in  fact,  insisted  on  having  such  a 
committee,  and  as  no  doubt  the  meeting  was  unanimous  on 
that  point,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  now  to  go  into 
the  details  of  the  figures  of  the  balance-sheet.  The  soap- 
business  had  proved  a  disastrous  failure ;  but  had  the 
company  stood  alone  upon  their  own  valuable  commodity 
they  would  now  have  been  in  a  position  to  have  paid  a  good 
dividend  upon  the  preference  shares.  It  was  a  mistake  to 
go  into  the  soap-business,  but  nearly  the  whole  stock  of  soap 
had  now  been  sold.  When  the  directors  came  on  the  scene 
they  found  that  extensive  premises  had  been  taken  in  the 
Strand  and  a  number  of  contracts  entered  into.  They  had 
therefore  to  face  a  somewhat  awkward  position.  At  present 
they  had  sufficient  money  to  pay  all  the  creditors  20.«.  in  the 
pound,  in  addition  to  which  they  had  their  stock,  the 
freehold  that  they  took  over,  their  trade-mark,  and  the 
goodwill.  He  moved  the  adoption  of  the  reports  and 
accounts.  Mr.  Osborn  seconded  the  motion,  but  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  W.  A.  W.  Scott  postponing  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  until  after  the  report  of  the 
committee,  was  carried.  After  some  discussion  a  committee 
was  appointed  consisting  of  Mr.  G.  D.  Jennings,  Mr.  James 
Waun,  Mr.  W.  A.  Wink  worth  Scott,  and  Mr.  Albert  Osborn. 
When  the  result  of  the  voting  was  announced  the  Chairman 
— who  had  opposed  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Waun  because 
he  was  connected  with  an  advertising  firm  with  whom  the 
company  had  done  business,  and  in  his  opinion,  was  not 
therefore  impartial  in  the  matter — tendered  his  resignation, 
and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  February  1,  1899. 

CAMWAL. — The  annual  meeting  of  shareholders  in  this 
company  was  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel.  Fleet  Street,  on 
December  20,  Mr.  H.  Davenport  (chairman  of  the  directors) 
presiding.  About  forty  shareholders  were  present.  In 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  (particulars  of  which 
were  given  in  last  week's  issue),  the  Chairman  said  this  was 
the  twentieth  occasion  on  which  he  had  presided  over  their 
annual  meetings,  and  he  congratulated  them  again  on  the 
steadily-increasing  growth  of  their  company.  Their  two 
branches  at  Manchester  and  Birmingham,  which  at  first 
required  the  support  of  the  parent  stem,  now  showed  signs 
of  not  only  being  able  to  support  themselves  but  of  being  of 
assistance  to  the  parent.  One  of  the  reasons  why  the 
company  did  not  show  such  great  profits  as  it  did  a  few 
years  ago  was  because  these  branches  had  as  yet  to  be 
supported  to  some  extent,  but,  on  comparing  the  present 
figures  with  those  of  former  years,  and  taking  the  increased 
expenses  into  consideration,  he  considered  they  had  good 
reason  to  be  grateful  that  their  profits  totalled  up  so  well. 
He  was  glad  to  say,  with  regard  to  the  Manchester  branch., 
that  they  had  now  turned  the  corner  and  Manchester  was 
distinctly  paying  its  way,  and  the  profits,  although 
not  jet  quite  sufficient,  covered  the  cost  of  tear 
and  wear,  and  he  felt  certain  that  this  branch 
would  become  a  valuable  asset.  He  then  referred  to  the 
medal  awarded  at  Birmingham,  and  to  the  1,000  shares 
which  had  been  allotted  at  par  to  the  managers.  OwiDg  to 
extra  expenses  incurred  in  opening  the  two  new  factories 
they  had  had  to  raise  money,  which  was  the  reason  that  the 
interest  on  debentures  was  in  excess  of  last  year's.  The 
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SOI.  which  had  been  awarded  to  the  directors  last  year 
was  handed  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society.    One  of  their  members  was  an  applicant  for 
an  annuity  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  this  year,  but  unfor- 
tunately was  not  elected.     Referring  to  criticisms  in  a 
financial  paper  with  regard  to  their  method  of  paying  their 
dividends,  he  said  their  method  of  crediting  the  shareholder's 
dividend  to  his  account  saved  the  office  an  enormous  amount  of 
labour  and  the  great  expense  which  would  ba  incurred  if  over 
4,000  dividends  (some  of  them  only  on  11.  shares)  had  to  be 
remitted  to  each  individually.    Last  year  the  directors  again 
gave  the  employes  a  bonus  which  was  equal  to  three  weeks' 
wages.    The  directors  preferred  to  have  no  bonus  scheme 
whereby  a  bonus  could  be  claimed,  but  to  apportion  a  certain 
amount  when  they  are  able. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  (Harrogate)  seconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  Percy  Wells,  who  protested  that  he  did  not  come  to 
object  in  any  carping  spirit,  but  was  merely  consumed  with 
a  thirst  for  fuller  information,  complained  of  the  general 
absence  of  detailed  particulars  in  the  balance-sheet.  With 
regard  to  mortgages,  for  instance,  no  statement  was  given 
as  to  the  total  amounts  on  London,  Mitcham,  Manchester, 
and  Birmingham.    Neither  did  the  report  say  how  much 
had  been  paid  off ;  nor  on  what  terms,  or  when.  Anotber 
item  referred  to  "  sundry  loans."    What  were  these  sundry 
loans  for  I    When  were  they  obtained  ?    For  howlorgand 
at  what  interest  ?    With  regard  to  the  reserve-account  item 
(24,313/ ),  he  submitted  that  if  language  was  given  them 
not  to  daceive  but  to  wrap  up  in  mystery,  the  directors  had 
arrived  at  perfection.     The  profifc-and-loss  account  also 
showed  a  total  absence  of  detail.   Why  not  show  the  working 
of  each  branch  separately,  as  they  did  not  long  ago  ?  How 
much  profit  had  they  on  Mitcham,  London,  and  Manchester, 
and  what  was  the  loss  on  Birmingham  ?    He  noticed  also 
under    "  properties     account !'    that    "  improvement  of 
premises,"  &c  ,  were  all  charged  to  capital,  and  he  con- 
tended   that    totals    at   each    establishment    should  be 
shown,    as    questions    might    arise    whether    some  of 
these     items     should    not    be    charged     to  revenue 
instead.    Another  item  spoken  of,  "  syphons  on  loan,"  he 
did  not  think  was  correct.    The  syphons — as  he  understood 
it — had  not  been  lent,  but  had  been  charged  for  and  not 
returned.    Again,  he  had  received  an  extraordinary  letter 
headed,  "Stock-taking — important."    He  had  never  in  all 
his  experience  of  companies  received  such  a  letter  before, 
and  he  could  only  conclude  there  was  something  behind  it. 
If  there  had  been  any  wrong- doing  on  the  part  of  the  staff 
would  it  not  have  been  wise  to  have  taken  the  shareholders 
into  their  confidence  ?    That  remarkable  circular  naturally 
created  a  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  several  people.  Further, 
it  was  customary  in  sending  out  copies  of  balance-sheets  to 
give  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  directors,  and  he  thought  it 
unwise  on  the  part  of  the  Camwal  company  to  depart  from 
this  rule.    Lastly,  he  would  like  to  know  what  truth  there 
was  in  the  report  distributed  far  and  wide  as  to  the  possible 
amalgamation  between  Idris  &  Co  and  Camwal.  Personally 
he  was  not  particularly  enamoured  of  Idris  &  Co. 

The  Chairman  said  Mr.  Wells  was  not  confining  himself 
to  the  question  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Wells  replied  that  that  was  perfectly  true,  but  at  an 
annual  meeting  shareholders  were  generally  given  the 
opportunity  of  airing  their  grievances. 

Mr.  Nicholls  said  he  had  prepared  and  sent  a  resolution 
to  the  Chairman  on  the  matter  Mr.  Wells  had  mentioned, 
but  he  had  been  informed  through  the  Secretary  it  could 
not  be  entertained. 

The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  consider  it  fair  to  discuss 
the  affairs  of  another  firm  at  a  public  meeting.  The  directors 
had  no  power  to  make  any  arrangements  of  that  character 
without  the  consent  of  the  shareholders,  and,  as  nothing 
had  been  brought  forward  on  that  subject  by  the  board,  he 
ruled  it  was  out  of  order  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  Nicholls  thought  he  was  entitled  to  some  explanation 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy.  He  alluded  to  the  matter  in  all 
kindness  to  the  company  and  in  duty  to  his  colleagues,  and 
he  came  to  that  meeting  with  the  intention  of  doirg  all  in 
his  power  to  prevent  such  negotiations  taking  place.  He 
then  proceeded  to  criticise  various  items  of  the  balance- 
sheet,  which  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Wells  in  considering  to  be 
lacking  in  detail. 

The  Chairman,  in  his  reply,  said  they  tried  to  make  the 


balance-sheet  as  simple  as  possible,  for  the  reason  that, 
when  they  started,  the  complaint  was  that  they  gave  such  a 
preposterous  mass  of  details  that  the  shareholders  were 
befogged.  Further,  he  considered  it  would  be  foolish  to 
supply  full  details  of  their  various  branches  for  the  benefit 
of  their  business  rivals.  As  for  those  who  deplored  the 
increase  in  their  expenditure,  he  thought  that  a  pitiful 
way  of  looking  at  business.  Their  business  was  increasing, 
and  their  expenditure  must  also  increase.  They  had  been 
blamed  for  borrowing,  but  he  considered  that,  when  a  com- 
pany was  in  the  position  of  being  able  to  borrow,  they  had 
turned  the  corner  towards  prosperity  ;  and  beingable  to  borrow 
at  4  per  cent.,  as  they  had  done,  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  very- 
healthy  sign  indeed.  The  "  syphons  on  loan,"  referred  to  by 
Mr  Wells,  he  considered  an  extremely  valuable  asset,  and  these 
were  really  syphons  on  loan.  They  were  lent  without  being 
paid  for,  but  an  extra  amount  was  charged  for  filling  them. 
The  increase  in  the  "improvement  to  premises"  account 
was  due  to  the  opening  of  their  new  branches,  and 
considerable  additions  had  also  been  made  to  the  Mitcham 
premises  on  account  of  increased  business.  All  repairs  were 
paid  for  out  of  the  profits.  The  "  stocktaking  circular  "  did 
not  strike  him  as  a  very  extraordinary  document,  and  he 
failed  to  see  why  it  should  raise  suspicion  (for  which  there 
certainly  was  no  warrant).  He  did  not  know  why  the 
directors'  names  were  not  printed  on  the  balance-sheet,  and 
for  that  omission  he  apologised. 

Mr.  H.  Kemp  (Manchester)  having  spoken,  the  motion  was 
put  to  the  meeting  and  carried  unanimously. 

Messrs.  J.  H.  Wilson  and  H.  Kemp  were  re-elected 
directors  of  the  company,  and  50/.  and  thanks  were  voted  to 
the  directors. 


Business  Cbanoes. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  nem 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 

Me.  R  G.  Robson  has  opened  a  new  pharmacy  at  1  Tun- 
stall  Vale,  Sunderland. 

Me.  J.  Gloveh,  homoeopathic  chemist,  Worcester  Read 
Malvern,  will  shortly  remove  to  Folkestone. 

Messe3.  W.  Charity  k.  Sons  have  removed  from  101 
Leadenhall  Street  to  14  and  15  Harp  Lane,  E  C. 

Mr.  Arthur  Devereux,  chemist,  Malvern,  has  open  ed 
new  premises  in  Richmond  Road,  Malvern  Link. 

Ms.  H.  George  Leonard  has-  taken  over  the  pharmacy 
at  176  High  Street,  Hounslow,  in  succession  to  Mr.  W. 
Ham. 

Mr.  E.  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Penrose,  Aber- 
gavenny, has  acquired  the  business  lately  carried  on  by 
Mr.  Watkin  J.  Thomas  at  Victoria  Square,  Aberdare. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Brown,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Congleton,  has  purchased  the  business  previously  carried  on 
by  Mr.  H.  C.  Webb  at  7  Market  Square,  Buckingham. 

The  London  office  and  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Thos. 
Symington  &  Co.,  coffee-essence  manufacturers,  Edinburgh, 
will  be  removed  at  Christmas  to  24  Duke  Street,  Aldgate„ 
E.C. 

Mr.  Henry  Tinker  (jot  Tucker  as  stated  last  week),  late 
manager  to  Messrs.  Standring,  Son  &  Co.,  Market  Street, 
Manchester,  has  acquired  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  James 
Wheeldon,  at  241  Stockport  Road,  Manchester. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Wyllie,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  taking  over 
the  business  at  19  Grassmarket,  Edinburgh,  which  has  been, 
carried  on  for  the  last  thirty-three  years  by  Mr.  A.  I. 
MacCallum,  and  which  has  been  established  since  1797. 

Messes.  W.  F.  Leadbitter&  Sons,  chemists,  who  for  the 
past  nineteen  years  have  besn  in  business  in  Union  Street 
Sunderland,  will  shortly  remove  to  Waterloo  Street,  their 
1  present  premises  having  been  acquired  by  an  adjoining  firm. 

Day's  Metropolitan  Drug  Company  (Limited)  inti- 
mate that  their  head  office  and  warehouse  will  be  removed 
from  Southampton  to  80  Borough  Road,  London,  S.E.  After 
December  25.  1898,  all  communications  to  this  firm  should 
ba  sent  to  Borough  Road  unless  otherwise  advised.  The 
warehouse  at  16  Marshalsea  R?ad  will  be  retained. 
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Xeoal  IRcports. 

The  Pharmacy  Act  of  Ireland. 

At  Longford  Petty  Sessions,  on  December  19,  before  Mr. 
T.  M  KUkelly,  KM.,  Joseph  Smith,  licensed  publican  and 
grocer,  was  charged  by  Sergeant  Conroy,  R.I.O.,  with  selling 
a  poison  called  "  Steiner's  A'ermin-paste." 

Mr.  G.  F.  Montgomery,  solicitor,  appeared  for  the 
defendant. 

Mr.  S.  Wilson,  J.P.,  chemist,  who  occupied  a  seat  on  the 
Bench,  retired  prior  to  the  hearing  of  this  case. 

Sergeant  Conroy  deposed  tbat  on  Saturday  evening, 
October  8  he  entered  the  defendant's  licensed  premises  and 
asked  the  shop  assistant,  John  Conway,  for  a  jar  of  rat- poison. 
Toe  assistant  went  behind  the  counter  and  banded  witness  a 
bottle,  for  which  he  paid.  He  (Sergeant  Conroy)  asked 
Conway  on  what  authority  he  sold  the  poison,  and  he  replied, 
"  None."  Witness  drew  his  attention  to  the  Act.  and  pointed 
out  that  he  had  no  authority  to  sell  poison.  Conway  said  he 
considered  it  was  no  harm,  and  that  he  had  sold  it  before  in 
Mayo.  On  several  dates  since  witness  saw  bottles  cf  poison 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  shop- window  of  Mr.  Smith's  premises. 

Mr.  Montgomery  asked  the  Sergeant  what  evidence  he  had 
to  prove  that  the  stufE  was  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act. 

The  Sergeant  said  he  would  prove  it  was  phosphorus  by 
the  certificate  of  the  public  analyst. 

Mr.  Montgomery  submitted  that  was  not  evidence.  The 
Act  did  not  entitle  the  Sergeant  to  hand  in  a  written  docu- 
ment as  evidence. 

The  Chairman:  How  will  he  prove,  then,  that  it  is 
poison  ? 

The  Sergeant:  I  will  prove  it  by  t lie  handwriting  of  the 
analyst.    I  am  well  acquainted  with  it. 
The  Chairman  :  Who  was  the  analyst  ? 
The  Sergeant:  Dr.  Tichborne. 

After  a  short  discussion,  the  Chairman  said  he  would  admit 
the  evidence. 

Sergeant  Conroy,  in  continuation  of  his  evidence,  said  he 
sent  the  bottle  by  registered  post  to  Dr.  Tichborne,  and 
received  back  the  certiticate  which  he  now  hanoed  in.  The 
witness  said  he  had  since  observed  bottles  containing  poison 
exhibited  for  sale  in  Mr.  Smith's  window.  There  were 
five  on  November  7,  five  on  November  11,  and  four  on 
November  23. 

The  Chairman  :  How  many  cases  are  there  against  Mr. 
Smith  ? 

Sergeant  Com oy:  Two,  your  Worship.  I  made  two  pur- 
chases. 

Mr  Montgomery  said  the  Sergeant  had  yet  to  prove  that 
phosphorus  was  a  scheduled  poison. 

Sergeant  Conroy  produced  a  bcok  containing  an  Order  in 
Council  of  January  13,  1875,  which  he  handed  up  to  the 
Chairman. 

Mr.  Montgomery  remarked  that  paper  never  refused  ink. 
The  Sergeant  should  have  a  proper  official  copy. 

The  Sergeant  said  the  book  produced  was  au  official  copy. 

Mr.  Mongomery :  It  is  not,  sir.  Prove  now  that  it  is  an 
official  copy.  Do  things  regular  Write  up  to  the  Castle  and 
get  a  copy  ;  tbat  is  not  one. 

The  Chairman  thought  the  Order  in  Council  as  handed  in 
was  valid.  Mr.  Montgomery  contested  this  opinion  for  some 
time,  but  the  Chairman  ruled  that  the  evidence  put  in  was 
proper     Had  Mr.  Montgomery  anything  further  to  add  ? 

Mr.  Montgomery:  It  is  no  use.  If  you  admit  that  this 
document  is  evidence  I  have  no  defence.  He  asked  his 
Worship  to  deal  with  the  case  under  the  First  Offenders 
Act. 

The  Chairman  imposed  a  fine  of  51.  and  Is.  6d.  costs,  or,  in 
default,  one  month's  imprisonment. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  there  was  no  question  of  default 
mentioned  in  the  Act. 


The  same  complainant  charged  John  Conway,  Mr.  Smith's 
assistant,  with  the  illegal  sale  of  the  poison. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  he  could  not  understand  why  the 
police  should  prosecute  Cotway.  He  was  merely  acting  as 
the  agent  of  Mr.  Smith. 


Mr.  McClelland:  The  Society  directed  me  to  prosecute, 
and  we  must  do  it. 

Mr.  Montgomery  :  One  fine  ought  to  satisfy  you. 
Mr  McClelland  :  I  can't  help  it. 

The  Chairman  :  I  must  hear  the  case,  unless  you  consent 
to  withdraw. 

Mr.  McClelland  would  not  undertake  to  do  so,  and  evidence 
was  taken. 

Mr.  Montgomery  asserted  that  Conway  was  only  the 
servant  or  agent  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  was  not  responsible.  He 
mentioned  that  the  word  "seller"  meant  the  persoD  who 
kept  or  controlled  the  shop.  Supposing  he  bold  on  credit, 
could  the  debt  be  recovered  in  his  name  ? 

The  Chairman  held  that  both  the  seller  of  the  article  and 
the  owner  of  the  premises  were  amenable,  and  imposed  a 
fine  of  5/  and  costs  on  the  assistant. 

Two  other  cases  against  the  same  defendants  were  with- 
drawn by  consent  of  Mr.  McClelland. 


The  Storage  of  Benzoline. 

ISAic  Henry  Heap,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Piccadilly, 
Hanley,  Staff  ordshire,  was  charged  at  the  Hanley  Police  Court, 
on  December  15,  with  having  a  larger  quantity  of  benzoline 
on  his  premises  as  a  "  petroleum  "-licence  holder  than  allowed 
by  the  Act.  Inspector  Vickers  said  the  defendant  was  allowed 
to  store  on  his  place  not  more  than  80  gals.  On  Tuesday 
he  visited  the  premises,  and  found  two  40-gal.  tanks 
full  of  benzoline  and  about  8  to  10  gals,  in  other  ves- 
sels there.  The  defendant  pleaded  that  he  had  a  fresh 
supply  of  80  gals,  before  he  could  quite  dispose  of  what 
remained  of  the  old  supply.  He  had  disposed  of  this — about 
10  gals. — since.  The  reason  he  had  not  sold  it  before  wa9 
tbat  his  time  was  fully  occupied  because  of  his  wife's  serious 
illness.  Inspector  Vickers  said  he  would  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  any  unlicensed  persons  buying 
10  gals  of  benzoline  would  render  themselves  liable  to  a 
prosecution,  the  limit  to  non-licence-holiers  being  3  gals., 
which  had  to  be  kept  in  separate  pint  vessels.  The 
Clerk  said  under  the  Act  Mr.  Heap  was  liable,  through  this 
offence,  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  whole  quantity  of  his  stock  and 
of  the  vessels  in  which  it  was  stored,  as  well  as  his  licence. 
The  defendant  said  he  had  purposed  disposing  of  the  whole 
lot. 

The  Bench  said  they  would  be  lenient  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  only  fined  the  defendant  40  s.  and  costs. 

[Mr.  Heap's  premises  were  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  month* 
ago,  through  a  benzoline  accident.] 


Chemists  as  Jurors. 

Mb.  T.  W.  Ginn,  on  behalf  of  the  PI) mouth,  Devonport, 
Stonehouse,  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  applied  to 
Judge  Woodfall,  at  Plymouth  County  Court,  on  December  15, 
to  strike  the  name  of  Mr  R.  F.  Roper,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Plymouth,  off  the  jury-list.  His  Honour  said  chemists 
were  undoubtedly  entitled  to  exemption ;  but  they  must 
take  steps  to  get  their  names  removed  from  the  list.  Mr. 
Ginn  remarked  that  no  lists  of  jurymen  had  been  posted  on 
the  church-doors,  a9  required  by  statute,  for  the  last  two 
years,  aDd  consequently  chemists  lost  their  opportunities  of 
getting  their  names  removed  His  Honour  said  he  could  not 
give  directions  for  the  exhibition  of  the  lists,  as  that  was  not 
within  his  jurisdiction.  Mr  Ginn  observed  that  the  chemists 
had  no  one  but  his  Honour  to  apply  to  His  Honour  said  he 
could  only  express  the  opinion  that  the  lists  ought  to  be 
exhibited  at  the  chui  ch-doors,  and  that  chemists  should  be 
exempt  from  servin.  on  juries  With  that  expression  of 
opinion  Mr.  Ginn  declared  himself  satisfied. 


A  Chemical  Expert  and  His  Charges. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  Monday,  before  Mr  Justice 
Grantham,  sitting  without  a  jury,  Mr.  James  McTear,  a 
chemical-expert,  brought  an  action  to  recover  chargfs  for 
g  iviog  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  defendants,  the  Commercia 
Development  Company  (Limited),  in  a  rpo.pnt  action.  Mr 
Haughton  said  the  am  unt  claimed  was  Z60Z.  3*.  2d,  as  fees 
for  services  rendered  to  the  defendants  in  connection  with 
a  patent-case.    The  defendants  had  paid  half  the  amount 
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claimed  into  court.  The  plaintiff  arranged  to  take  twenty 
guineas  as  his  retaining-fee,  fifteen  guineas  a  day  for  his 
professional  work  done  out  of  court,  and  twenty  guineas  a 
day  for  his  work  in  court.  The  ca^e  in  question  was  an 
action  against  an  alkali-company  in  which  plaintiff's  evi- 
dence was  of  the  greatest  value.  Having  read  the  corre- 
spondence which  had  taken  place,  counsel  called  plaintiff, 
who  said  he  was  a  chemical-expert  and  engineer,  and  was 
formerly  managing-partner  of  the  firm  of  Sir  Charles 
Tennant  &,  Son.  He  had  been  in  practice  as  an  expert  since 
1885.  and  had  had  a  large  experience  in  alkali  products,  &c. 
He  was  consulted  as  to  the  recent  trial,  and  was  in  attendance 
for  several  days  at  the  trial,  and  gave  evidence.  His  charges 
were  those  usual  in  important  cases  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Maclntyre,  for  the  defendant  company,  argued  that 
the  charges  were  excessive  ;  and  ultimately  an  arrangement 
was  come  to  whereby  the  plaintiff  received  three  and  a-half 
guineas  per  day  for  work  done  out  of  court  more  than  had 
been  paid  in,  and  five  guineas  per  day  for  work  done  in 
court  in  addition  to  what  had  been  paid  by  the  defendants, 
and  costs. 


The  Affairs  of  G.  N.  Souratty  &  Co. 

Befoee  Mr.  Justice  Barnes  in  the  Probate  Division,  on 
December  20,  application  was  made  by  a  Scotch  back  that 
letters  of  administration,  with  the  will  annexed,  to  the 
personal  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Christey  should  be 
granted  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Henderson.  Mr.  Priestley,  who  appeared 
for  the  bank,  f  aid  that  the  deceased  left  a  will — probate  of 
which,  however,  had  been  renounced  by  his  executors,  his 
widow  and  three  of  his  children  having  done  the  same. 
There  was  another  son,  who  had  gone  to  Australia,  but  his 
address  was  not  known.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr. 
Christey  carried  on  business  in  the  City  as  a  produce-broker 
unde-  the  style  of  G.  N.  Souratty  &  Co.  He  was  the  sole 
surviving  partner,  the  other  partner,  Mr.  Gabriel  Nicholas 
Souratty,  naving  died  on  June  21  last.  At  the  respective 
dates  of  the  partners'  deaths  the  firm  was  indebted  to  the 
bank  in  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  the  partners  however,  were 
insolvent,  and  their  private  assets  were  totally  inadequate  to 
meet  the  firm's  liabilities.  Under  the  partnership  articles 
the  partners'  estates  were  liable  for  this  deficiency.  There 
were  cheques  in  favour  of  the  firm  awaiting  endorsement, 
and  goods  at  various  warehouses  (some  of  a  perishable 
nature)  which  needed  realisation  without  delay,  besides 
other  matters  needing  immediate  attention.  The  Court, 
after  perusing  the  affidavits,  made  the  grant. 

A  s  milar  application  was  made  by  the  same  bank  for  a 
grant  of  letters  of  administration  to  the  persoral  estate  of 
Gabriel  Nicholas  Souratty,  who  died  intestate  without 
parents,  leaving  two  brothers — his  only  next-of-kin — one  of 
whom  was  in  Syria  and  the  other  in  America.  The  facts 
were  in  other  respects  similar  to  those  in  the  last  case,  and  a 
similar  grant  was  made. 


Patent- medicine  Pamphlets. 

The  case  of  0.  A.  Voegeler  v.  Hockstra  was  before  Mr. 
Hemming,  Q.C.,  Official  Referee,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
of  this  week.  The  plaintiff  is  the  proprietor  of  a  patent 
medicine,  and  the  defendant  is  a  printer,  lithographer,  &o., 
of  The  Hague,  Holland  The  plaintiff  claimed  damages  for 
alleged  breach  of  contract.  A  writ  had  been  issued,  and  the 
matter  had  been  referred,  under  an  arbitration  clause  in  the 
contract,  to  the  Official  Referee.  In  October,  1897,  the  plaintiff 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  defendant  for  a  supply  of 
five  million  pamphlets  at  the  rate  of  9s.  6d.  a  thousand.  The 
pamphlets  were  of  twenty-four  pages  each  The  plaintiff's 
allegation  was  that  the  defendant  agreed  to  supply  the 
pamphlets  up  to  the  quality  of  a  certain  pamphlet  called 
"  Household  Hints."  Defendant,  however,  said  the  standard 
of  quality  was  a  pamphlet  called  "  On  the  Road  to  Health 
and  Happiness  "  Plaintiff  alleged  that  this  was  a  clerical 
error,  which  defendant  denied.  Plaintiff's  case  was  opened 
by  Mr.  Maugban,  and  the  defendant  was  represented  by 
Mr.  Sirjgton.  Mr.  Geddes,  European  manager  for  the  plain- 
tiff, gave  evidence,  and  on  the  same  side  a  number  of 
experts  in  the  piinting-trade  were  called,  among  them  Mr. 
Maddick,  of  the  IUurfrated  London  News,  Mr.  Wener,  of 
"  Warner's  Safe  Cure,"  and  Mr.  Drysdale.    Mr.  Wener,  in 


the  course  of  his  evidence,  made  the  interesting  statement 
that  he  annually  Hooded  this  country  with  ten  millions  of 
pamphlets,  in  addition  to  those  distributed  on  the  Continent. 
Mr.  Geddes  said  he  had  distributed  six  millions  this  year. 
The  defence,  to  the  effect  that  the  pamphlets  were  up  to 
sample,  was  only  briefly  opened,  and  the  further  hearing 
was  adjourned  until  after  the  Christmas  vacation. 


Calcium -carbide  Storage. 

At  Clerkenwell  on  December  20  the  Acetylene  Gas  Light 
Power  and  Calcium  Carbide  Company,  19  Newgate  Street, 
City,  was  summoned  for  having  kept  a  quantity  of  carbide  of 
calcium  without  a  licence. 

Mr.  Godfrey,  for  the  L  C  C,  said  the  company  had  exhibited 
at  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition,  and  at  the  close  of  the  exhibi- 
tion they  removed  a  quantity  of  carbide  of  calcium,  to 
premises  in  Clerkenwell  Road.  An  inspector  on  visiting  these 
premises  found  about  1  ton  of  carbide  of  calcium  in  a 
number  of  drums,  one  of  which  was  not  hermetically  sealed. 
There  were  a  number  of  persons  employed  on  the  premises. 
Mr.  Godfrey  added  that  this  was  the  first  prosecution  under 
the  Petroleum  Act,  which  provided  that  not  more  than  5  lbs. 
of  this  substance  should  be  kept  in  other  but  hermetically- 
sealed  vessels. 

Mr.  Schiller,  for  the  defendants,  said  he  could  adduce 
expert  evidence  to  show  that  calcium  carbide  did  not  come 
within  the  section  defining  what  were  inflammablesubstances. 
The  whole  point  was  whether  under  the  Act  there  was 
any  power  to  make  an  Order  in  Council.  Mr.  Bros,  the 
Magistrate,  held  that  there  was.  Mr.  Schiller  thereupon 
admitted  that  a  technical  oifence  had  been  committed,  and 
a  fine  of  51.  and  U  Is.  costs  was  imposed. 

Mr.  Schiller  asked  the  Magistrate  to  grant  a  case  to  test 
the  validity  of  the  Order  in  Council,  which  the  Magistrate 
agreed  to  do. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Ghegobv.cS  Powder. 

At  the  Devizes  Police  Court  on  December  21,  before  the 
Mayor  (Mr.  Gillman),  Dr.  Waylen,  and  Dr.  Carless,  George 
Thomas  Summers,  manager  of  the  Devizes  branch  of  the 
International  Tea  Company,  was  charged  with  selling; 
Gregory's  powder  made  with  carbonate  of  magnesia  instead 
of  with  calcined  magnesia  as  required  by  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia Irspector  Beardsley  conducted  the  case  for  the 
Wilts  County  Council,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Beck,  solicitor,  of 
London,  appeared  for  the  defendant.  The  purchase  was 
proved  by  Arthur  Latty,  assistant  to  Mr.  Beardsley.  In  cross) 
examination,  he  said  he  did  not  ask  for  any  particular  kind 
of  Gregory's  powder.  The  assistant  asked  him  if  he  wanted 
stomachic  powder,  and  he  replied  that  he  hadt,'t  the  stomach- 
ache at  that  time.  (Laughter.)  Re-examined  :  He  asked  for 
Gregory's  powder.  He  knew  of  only  one  kind  of  Gregory's 
powder. 

Mr.  Beardsley  produced  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer's  certificate. 
Crrss-examined  :  In  sending  his  assistant  for  Gregory's 
powder  he  expected  to  get  a  standard  article  prepared 
according  to  Gregory's  formula. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dver,  County  Analyst,  said  he  had  had  consi- 
derable experier.ee  in  analysing  Gregory's  powder,  having 
examined  some  two  dozen  samples  from  Wiltshire  lately. 
The  difference  between  oxide  and  carbonate  of  magnesia  was 
that  the  foimer  was  wholly  magnesia,  whilst  the  latter  only 
contained  about  half  its  weight  of  mfgnesia.  The  therapeutic 
value  of  the  entire  article  known  as  Gregory's  powder  de- 
pended upon  the  magnesia  present,  as  an  alkali  and  purgative. 
The  one,  therefore,  had  twice  the  potential  effect  of  the 
other.  In  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  the  formula  for 
Gregory's  powder  was  one-third  rhubarb  End  ginger  and 
two-thirds  (by  weight)  of  oxide  of  magnesia.  Cross-exa- 
mined: Gregorj's  powder  was  a  synonym  for  compound 
rhubarb  powder.  He  believed  that  on  the  Continent 
Gregory's  powder  was  made  with  the  cat  borate,  but  in 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  it  was  made  with  the  whole 
magnesia.  He  had  met  with  one  or  two  cases  where  the 
powder  was  compounded  with  carbonate  If  he  wanted  to 
take  a  dose  of  magnesia  he  should  take  twice  as  much  car- 
bonate as  oxide.    The  oxide  cost  Is.  Hd.  per  lb.,  whilst 
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carbonate  was  only  Id.  Rhubarb  varied  in  price  from  Is.  3d. 
to  10s.  per  lb.,  so  that  magnesia  was  the  least  valuable  of  the 
constituents  used  in  the  powder.  Witness  explained  his 
analysis. 

Mr.  Beck,  for  the  defence,  said  he  took  it  there  was  no 
suggestion  of  fraud.  Mr.  Beardsley  intimated  his  concur- 
rence. Mr.  Beck  then  raised  a  point  of  law,  which  the 
Bench  overruled.  He  said  he  should  bring  evidence  to 
prove  that  this  remedy  was  mere  useful  and  more  effective 
when  compounded  with  carbonate  rather  than  oxide. 

Dr.  Wellington  Lake,  of  Topcroft,  Guildford,  Medical 
Officer  and  Deputy  Coroner  for  West  Surrey,  said  his  expe- 
rience was  that  Gregory's  powder  was  a  compound  of 
rhubarb,  ginger,  and  carbonate  of  magnesia.  He  had  had  a 
good  deal  of  experience  on  the  Continent,  and  had  been  in 
the  Ottoman  service  for  a  number  of  years.  Carbonate  was 
almost  universally  used  in  the  "  poudre  Gregoire''  on  the 
Continent.  Many  of  the  London  hospitals — Sc.  George's  and 
the  Throat  Hospital,  for  example— also  used  the  carbonate. 
His  own  opinion  was,  from  a  medical  point  of  view,  that 
carbonate  was  a  little  stronger  than  the  oxide.  Carbonate 
more  easily  assimilated  with  water,  and  that  was  why  it  was 
more  extensively  used  in  public  institutions  than  the  oxide. 
If  he  went  to  a  chemist's  and  asked  for  Gregory's  powder 
he  should  expect  to  get  it  made  with  the  carbonate  unless 
he  specifically  asked  for  the  "B  P."  preparation. 

By  the  Clerk :  In  my  opinion  a  person  is  no1;  prejudiced  in 
the  least  by  having  a  powder  made  with  carbonate  instead 
of  oxide  of  magnesia. 

After  some  consultation  in  private,  the  Bench  said  they 
had  carefully  considered  the  case,  which  was  not  an  import- 
ant one,  in  one  sense.  They  thought,  however,  the  law  had 
been  infringed,  and  delendant  must  pay  a  fine  of  Is.  and 
10s.  6d.  court  fees.    The  money  was  paid. 


Spt.  jEth.  Nit. 

At  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  before  Mr.  Bros, 
Parkes'  Drug-stores  (Limited),  of  1  Electric  Avenue,  Brixton, 
were  charged  with  having  sold  at  premises  in  Holloway 
Road,  on  November  10,  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  was 
deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite  to  the  extent  of  31  per  cent,  of  the 
minimum  amount  prescribed  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 
Dr.  White  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Islington  Vestry  ;  and 
Mr.  Hoddinott  appeared  for  the  defendant  company.  Three 
ounces  of  spirit  of  nitre  were  purchased  by  Inspector 
Cowling,  and  this  quantity  was  divided  into  three  parts, 
each  part  being  placed  in  a  3-oz.  bottle.  Dr.  Teed's  analysis 
showed  the  deficiency  stated.  For  the  defence  Mr.  Hod<linott 
argued  that  ethyl  nitrite  was  extremely  volatile,  and  that 
1  oz.  kept  in  a  3-oz.  bottle  would  certainly  deteriorate. 
Evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Lorimer,  manufacturing  chemist, 
that  the  spirit  of  nitre  was  supplied  by  him  toibe  company, 
and  was  made  up  to  the  maximum  strength  mentioned  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  It  was  extremely  difficult  to  keep  it  up  to 
the  standard.    A  tine  of  11.  and  21.  2s.  costs  was  imposed. 


Albebt  Honiatt,  of  35  Junction  Road,  Holloway,  was 
fined  20s.  and  12s.  6d.  costs  for  selling  spirit  of  nitre 
deficient  in  36  per  cent,  of  ethyl  nitrite. 


William  Blackham,  of  675  Holloway  Road,  was  fined  40<j. 
and  12s.  6d.  costs  for  selling  spirit  of  nitre  deficient  in  62 
per  cent,  of  ethyl  nitrite. 


Belladonna-plastees. 
At  Lambeth  Police  Court,  on  December  22,  Day's  Metro- 
politan Drug  Company  (Limited)  were  summoned  at  the 
instance  of  the  Camberwell  Vestry  for  selling  belladonna- 
plasters  deficient  in  strength.  A  food  and  drug  inspector 
gave  evidence  of  the  purchase  of  eight  belladonna-plasters 
from  the  manager  of  the  company's  establishment  at 
79  Camberwell  Road.  Dr.  Teed  (public  analyst  for 
Camberwell)  stated  that  on  analysis  these  plasters  were 
found  to  be  3  per  cent,  deficient  in  alkaloidal  consti- 
tuent. He  tested  for  alkaloids  only,  and  did  not  ascertain 
whether  there  were  any  other  ingredients.  Questioned  as  to 
whether  the  plaster  of  commerce  (that  is,  spread  plasters) 


were  not  usually  mixed  with  rubber,  he  said  he  believed  that 
was  so,  and  he  supposed  the  rubber  was  used  for  diffusing 
the  alkaloid  and  giving  greater  flexibility  and  adherence  to 
the  plaster.  The  alkaloidal  test  which  he  had  used  was 
Smith's,  which  was  similar  to  that  used  for  ljq. 
bellad.  ext.,  BP.,  and  he  considered  it  a  fairlv 
reliable  one.  He  did  not  know  who  Smith  was, 
or  whether  the  test  was  an  American  one  or  not.  He  did 
not  endeavour  to  separate  the  alkaloids  from  the  other 
ingredients  on  the  plaster,  and  he  thought  the  loss  in  the 
process  of  separation  was  about  8  per  cent,  in  the  examina- 
tion he  had  made.  He  did  not  analyse  the  residuum  for 
alkali  lids,  and  it  was  his  opinion  there  would  be  a  total 
absence  of  further  alkaloidal  constituents.  He  was  tot 
aware  that  in  many  cases  the  amount  of  alkaloid  found  in 
the  residuum  was  a  very  substantial  portion  of  the  whole- 
bulk. 

Dr.  Stevens  (medical  officer  of  health  for  Oamberwell) 
said  belladorma-plaster  was  used  to  alleviate  pain  and  to  stop 
secretion  If  the  plaster  contained  any  ingredients  other  than 
those  stated  in  the  B  P.,  less  effect  would  be  got  from  its  use, 
and  if  the  ingredients  were  harmful  the  consequences 
would  naturally  be  hurtful  to  the  patient.  He  was  aware 
that  there  was  a  distinction  between  the  belladonna-plaster 
of  the  B.P.  and  the  spread  plasters  of  commerce,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  the  addition  of  rubber  in  the  preparation  of  the 
plaster  would  give  it  increased  flexibility. 

Dr.  Smith  (Chairman  of  the  Camberwell  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee) likewise  gave  evidence  of  the  irritating  effects  of 
various  commercial  belladonna-plasters. 

Mr.  MacCaskie,  for  the  defence,  said  he  had  two  answers  to 
the  charge.  His  clients,  in  the  first  place,  had  bought  these 
goods  on  a  warranty  from  the  makers;  and,  secondly,  he  was 
prepared  to  call  expert-evidence  to  prove  that  Smith's  test 
was  unreliable.  Moreover,  Dr.  Teed  had  not  analysed  the 
belladonna- plaster  in  its  commercial  sense.  He  had  only 
tested  for  alkaloids  (with  an  unreliable  test),  and  had 
excluded  the  indiarubber,  resin,  and  other  matters  which 
were  left,  and  which  be  suggested  contained  a  considerable 
amount  of  alkaloid.  He  ihen  proceeded  to  read  a  corre- 
spondence between  Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  and  the 
makers  of  the  plasters,  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson,  through 
their  agents,  Messrs.  Timpson  &  Co  .  Golden  Lane,  E.C.  In 
those  letters,  the  first  of  which  was  written  in  June  of  this 
year,  the  defendants  asked  Mr.  Timpson  to  give  a  guarantees 
that  the  plasters  supplied  were  according  to  the  new  B.P. 
The  reply  was  that  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson  bad  assured 
him  (timpson)  that  the  plasters  were  actually  above  the 
required  strength  of  either  the  U.S. P.  or  the  B.P. 

Dr.  E.  T.  Pritchard,  who  stated  that  he  was  a  medical  man 
and  secretary  of  Day's  Metropolitan  Drug  Company,  gave 
evidence  as  to  the  correspondence  between  himself  and 
Mr.  Timpson,  and  a  long  legal  argument  took  place  between 
the  prosecuting  solicitor  (Mr.  Byron)  and  the  Magistrate  as 
to  the  validity  of  the  guarantee  given  by  Mr.  Timpson. 

Mr.  Hopkins  ultimately  dismissed  the  summons  on  the 
question  cf  the  guarantee.  He  held  that  the  possession  of  a 
proper  guarantee  had  been  proved  and  that  the  defendant- 
company  had  sold  the  plasters  in  good  faith.  He  thought, 
however,  that  after  the  evidence-  which  bad  been  given  in 
that  case,  no  one  could  go  to  any  Court  and  plead  success- 
fully that  these  American  belladonna-plasters  came  up  to 
the  B  P.  requirements,  and  he  thought  the  publicity  given 
this  case  would  have  the  effect  of  stopping  the  sale  of  these 
plasters  in  this  country. 


Banfcruptctea  anfc  jfaflure0. 


Be  William  Stewart  ADAMSON,  High  Street,  Burford, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  December  13, 
at  Oxford,  and  the  debtor  appeared  for  public  examination 
on  December  15  Debtor  stated  that  previous  to  eoing  to 
Burford,  he  traded  at  Aberdeen,  where  he  failed.  His  debts 
amounted  to  867/.,  but  a  dividend  of  5s.  ll%d.  was  paid,  and 
he  was  granted  a  release.  He  estimated  that  during  the  last 
ttree  years  his  average  turnover  was  about  500i.  He  bad 
reckoned  upon  a  profit  of  33}  per  cent,  on  drugs,  but  he  did 
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not  get  more  than  10  per  cent,  on  "  patents,"  and  the  takings 
on  patent  medicines  were  about  200/.  He  estimated  his 
income  last  year  at  72/.  10*'.  His  turnover  had  increased  from 
421/.  16s.  4d.  in  1895-95  to  481/.  18a-.  in  1896-97,  and  for  the 
last  fourteen  months  it  was  613/.  4s.  The  12,1.  10s.  was  gross 
profit,  but  he  owed  to  unsecured  creditors  the  sum  of  386/ , 
part  of  which  he  had  spent :  the  remainder  was  represented 
by  stock  and  book-debts.  Household  expenses  amounted  to 
60/.  a  year  ;  last  year  they  were  93/.  One  of  the  causes  of 
his  insolvency  was  the  payment  of  charges  on  capital, 
insurance  premium,  and  bank  charges,  and  there  was  a  bill 
he  had  to  renew.  He  had  not  consulted  his  creditors  because 
he  knew  they  would  advise  a  composition,  and  he  could  not 
obtain  securities.  He  was  aware  of  his  insolvency  Dine 
moDths  ago,  but  he  thought  he  would  be  able  to  retrieve  his 
position.  He  had  kept  the  usual  books,  but  he  had  neerlected 
to  make  up  the  cash-book  for  the  last  nine  months.  He  bad 
a  furnished  house  before  he  was  married,  but  most  of  the 
furniture  was  sold  at  Aberdeen,  and  since  then  his  wife  had 
purchased  all  the  furniture  which  they  had,  as  she  was 
allowed  to  draw  upon  a  legacy  from  her  father.  He  valued 
the  furniture  that  belonged  to  him  at  5/.  The  case  was 
eventually  adjourned  until  December  22. 


Re  R.  M.  Houldswoeth,  7  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E.C  , 
formerly  Manufacturing  Chemist. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  December  19, 
this  debtor  attended  for  public  examination,  with  unsecured 
liabilities  of  19.189/.,  and  assets  valued  at  3,909/.  The 
debtor  was  formerly  a  manufacturing  chemist  at  Heck- 
mondwike,  and  there  became  possessed  of  an  invention  for 
taking  tannic  acid  from  tea.  To  work  this  commercially 
he,  in  1891,  formed  the  New  Tea  Syndicate  (Limited)  to 
take  over  the  invention.  That  promotion  resulted  in  a  loss 
of  2,400/.  Subsequently  he  promoted  a  number  of  other 
companies,  on  some  of  which  he  made  profits,  but  which  on 
the  whole  had  resulted  in  considerable  loss  to  himself.  A 
scheme  of  arrangement  has  been  accepted  by  the  creditors, 
providing  for  the  withdrawal  of  claims  to  the  amount  of 
9,278/.,  and  the  payment  of  a  composition  of  Is.  Qd.  in  the 
pound  to  the  other  creditors.  :The  examination  was  con- 
cluded. 


Re  Jas.  GEAHAM,  7  Ridley  Street,  Shieldfield,  late  6  Leazes 
Park  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Druggists',  &c,  Traveller, 
late  Drysalter,  &c. 

In  this  case  the  following  are  creditors : — 

je  s.  a. 

Gillespie  Brothers  &  Co.,  Xeweasile-on- 

Tyne  ...  21    1  4 

Thew  A  Co.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne   20  15  11 

Wolf,  A.,  Sunderland  (estimated)   35    2  10 


2>eefc  of  arrangement. 


Hirst,  Joseph  Charlesworth,  17  Old  Street,  and  Milton  Place, 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  James  0.  M. 
Turner,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  accountant,  &c.  Dated,  December  14; 
filed,  December  19.  Secured  creditors,  50/. :  liabilitiea  unsecured, 
385/.  12s.  9d.  ■  estimated  net  assets,  320?.  The  following  are  scheduled 
as  creditors  :— 

£  I.  A 

Alexander,  T.  W.,  Manchester  11  0  0 

Bluudell,  Speuce  &  Co.,  Hull  2200 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool   104   0  0 

Hanger,  Watson  &  Co.,  Hull  11   0  0 

Harrop,  T.,  Ashton-under-Lyne  19   0  0 

Hirst,  Brooke  4  Hirst,  Leeds  12   0  0 

MacNair  &  Co.,  Manchester  110  0 

Moss,  J.,  Ashton- under-Lyne  18   0  0 

Sissons  Brothers  &  Co.,  Hall   24   0  0 

Yates,  S.,  Manchester   33  0  0 


Meetings  of  Creditors. 

Re  Speakman's  (Limited),  7  High  Street,  Runcorn,  Oil 
and  Colour  Men  and  Druggists. 

This  firm  have  called  a  meeting  of  their  creditors,  but 
made  no  offer.  The  meeting  was  adjourned.  The  liabilities 
are  reported  at  401/.    Among  the  creditors  are  : — 


£ 

5. 

d. 

Mackie  it  Co.  (Limited),  Warrington 

..  14 

0 

0 

Mason,  Joseph,  &  Son,  Derby 

..  11 

0 

0 

Reckitt  A'  Son,  Hull  

..  10 

0 

0 

Sharpe,  H.,  &  Son,  Leeds  

..  10 

0 

0 

Swale,  T.  S.,  Widnes   

..  15 

0 

0 

Thompson,  .John  (Limited),  Liverpool 

..  203 

0 

0 

Yates,  Samuel,  &  Son,  Manchester 

..  37 

0 

0 

Liabilities        ...  ... 

..  401 

0 

5 

Re  T.  H.  Edgar,  Newry,  Chemist  and  D;uggist. 

Mr.  JEdgab's  creditors  have  accepted  a  composition  of 
6s.  8d.  in  the  pound,  to  be  paid  in  three  instalments  at  four, 
eight,  and  twelve  months.  The  total  liabilities  are  840/. 
The  creditors  are : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Anglo-American  Company,  Belfast 

76 

in 

9 

Argonaut  Varnish  Company,  London  ... 

6 

4 

7 

Ayrton  A"  Saunders,  Liverpool 

15 

4 

3 

Boehm,  Gustav,  London  ... 

5 

19 

0 

Boileau  A  Boyd,  Dublin   

75 

0 

O 

Cresswell  Brothers,  London 

17 

9 

7 

Dorlodot  A'  Klein,  Charleroi 

13 

17 

0 

Evans,  Sons  A'  Co.,  Liverpool 

36 

2 

2 

Falk,  Stadelmann  A  Co.,  London... 

5 

10 

9 

Hamilton,  Mrs.,  Wolverhampton  ... 

344 

0 

0 

Harker,  Stagg  A  Morgan,  London 

8 

10 

7 

Hilton,  James   &   Co.  (Limited),  Man- 

chester   

12 

18 

10 

Hodgkinson,  Preston  A  King,  London  ... 

5 

0 

7 

Hoyte  A  Sons,  Dublin 

9 

10 

0 

Hunt  &  Co.,  Dublin  

23 

8 

1 

Macnair,  J.  &  D.,  &  Co.,  Glasgow 
Matthews,  John,  &  Co.,  Liverpool 

8 

4 

!< 

15 

2 

6 

Pilkington  Brothers,  St.  Helens  

19 

0 

9 

Sanger,  John,  &  Sons,  London   

10 

0 

10 

Storer,  James,  it  Co.,  Glasgow- 

11 

0 

2 

Sumner,  R.,  &  Co.,  Liverpool   

5 

2 

2 

Toogood,  R.,  &  Co.,  Hull  

6 

12 

0 

Turner,  Charles,  &  Son,  London  

Varian,  Isaac,  A  Co.,  Dublin 

11 

9 

2 

6 

7 

10 

Walker  &  Carver  (Limited),  Pendleton  ... 

5 

6 

5 

Wilkinson  A  Simpson,  Newcastle  ... 

5 

3 

2 

<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Ayrey,  A.,  and  Ainsworth,  J.,  under  the  style  of  the  Preston  Paint 
and  Varnish  Company,  Preston,  paint  and  varnish  merchants. 

Robbins,  C,  and  May,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Bobbins  &  May,  Oxford 
Road,  Kilburn,  N.W.,  derjtal  surgeons. 

Underwood,  G.  F.,  and  Gillespie,  F.,  under  the  firm  of  Underwood 
Brothers,  Fairford  Work-;,  Lower  Kennington  Lane,  S.E.,  manufac- 
turers of  grocers'  and  chemists'  sundries. 

From  the  "  Edinburgh  Gazette." 

Smith,  T.  &  H.,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh  and  London,  wholesale  druggists  and 
manufacturing  chemists.  December  12.  John  Edward  Bryant,  having 
resigned  office  as  a  trustee  and  executor  of  the  late  Peter  Shauklie 
Smith,  has  ceased  to  be  a  partner. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjudication. 

Whitmarsh,  Edward  (trading  as  Whitmarsh  &  Son),  Plymouth, 
aerated- water  manufacturer. 

Travellers  connected  with  the  drug- trade  who  have 
votes  or  can  influence  votes  in  this  month's  election  of  the 
Commercial  Travellers'  Benevolent  Institution  are  asked  to 
give  them  to  Mr.  James  Arthur  Mills,  who  travelled  twenty- 
years  for  Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs  (Limited),  City  Soap- 
woik',  London,  but  has  been  paralysed  for  fourteen  years. 
He  has  almost  reached  the  "allotted  span,"  a  fact  alone, 
which  appeals  to  voters ;  but  affliction  and  reverses  added 
thereto  make  a  strorg  c'aim  fur  support. 
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5LabeWiterature. 

First  Report  on  our  Postcard  Competition. 


WE  are  regretfully  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  art 
of  composing  labels  in  not  ODe  in  which  cbernNts  and 
druggists  are  particularly  strong.  When  we  suggested  that 
during  August  subscribers  or  their  emploj 6s  should  send  in 
drafts  of  labels  suitable  for  any  preparations  given  in  "  Phar- 
maceutical Formulas."  and  using  any  part  of  the  text  of  the 
book  as  a  basis  to  work  upon,  we  thought  it  po=>ible  that 
some  departures  from  the  beaten  track  would  hi  made. 
There  are  a  few  in  the  pile  of  postcards  before  us,  but,  gen- 
erally, the  attempts  exhibit  lack  of  originality,  alarming 
adhesion  to  old  lines,  and,  in  many  cases,  lark  of  ideas  as  to 
what  a  label  should  contain.  This  is  a  stringent  summing- 
up;  but  although  we  have  put,  the  bad  in  the  competition  in 
the  foreground,  there  is  plenty  in  it  from  which  good  lessons 
may  he  drawn. 

In  the  composition  of  a  label  the  three  things  which  should 
be  secured  before  all  others  are  accuracy,  conciseness,  and 
effectiveness  of  wording.  The  things  which  should  be 
avoided  are  hackneyed  expressions,  prolixity,  and  vulgarity. 
We  take  these  in  their  turn,  and  use  the  postcards  as 
examples. 

Accuracy 

is  especially  essential  for  the  reason  that  any  error  on  the 
label  found  out  before  purchase  is  likely  to  condemn  the 
preparation.    A  suggested  label  begins  thus — 

DancJrifNpomade. 

Dandriff  or  scurf  arises  from  an  unhealthy  state  of  the  skin 
of  the  scalp,  which  causes  the  outer  layer  to  he  thrown  olT  in 
scales. 

The  first  word  here  is  a  mistake,  "Dandruff"  is  the  word. 
Next,  it  is  an  error  to  say  I  hat  the  outer  layer  of  the  skin  of  the 
scalp  is  thrown  off  in  scales.  Had  the  competitor  in  this  in- 
stance turned  to  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas," pige  87,  he  would 
have  seen  that  "  scurf  is  compo;ed  of  an  infinite  number  of 
seborrhceic  plugs  turned  out  of  the  hair-follicles,  and  each 
of  these  contains  bacilli  in  millions,"  with  other  particulars 
which  would  have  enabled  him  to  make  a  presise  and 
accurate  statement.  An  effective  type  of  label  has  been  well 
caught  in  the  following  example. 

Liver=livener. 

When  a  man  feels  tired  and  drowsy  ;  as  if  he  wanted  to  do  some- 
thing and  doesn't  l;uow  what,  his  liver  is  out  of  order.  The  liver 
lias  become  slow  in  its  work,  the  secretion  of  the  bile,  the  most 
important  function  of  this  organ,  is  retarded,  the  blood  has 
become  thin  and  impure,  and  is  not  equal  to  the  demand  of  the 
body.  The  digestive-organs  have  become  sluggish.  A  dose  of 
livener  will  remove  this  condition. 

Directions. — One  tablespoonful  three  times  daily  with  a  dose  of 
•Galen's  Fruit-saline  in  the  morning. 

This  is  for  an  antibiliou-  medicine,  and  is  to  appeal  to  bilious 
people,  therefore  the  very  persons  who  will  question  the 
accuracy  of  the  first  sentence.  A  man  feels  tired  and  drowsy 
most  frequently  after  a  hard  day's  work,  and  when  his  liver 
is  quite  in  order.  The  label  puts  the  cart  before  the  horse. 
It  were  better  in  this  case  to  state  the  malcondition  of  the 
liver,  and  lead  up  to  the  results. 

Buttermi1k=Iotion. 

This  preparation  possesses  all  the  well-known  properties  of 
buttermilk,  and  is  prepared  from  an  old  recipe  much  used  by  the 
ladies  of  last  century.  Used  in  conjunction  with  Dick's  buttermilk- 
soap  is  an  unrivalled  remedy  for  sunburn,  tan,  and  freckles. 

Directions. — Apply  on  a  soft  sponge  every. night. 

This  is  for  the  lotion  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  47- 
"Possesses  all  the  well-known  properties  of  buttermilk." 
What  for?  Ball-room  floors  are  washed  with  buttermilk, 
calves  are  fed  upon  it,  and  "  some  of  the  fine  complexions  of 
days  gone  by  have  been  attributed  to  its  use  as  a  wash." 
The  competitor  means  the  last,  but  by  claiming  "all  the 


well-known  properties  "  he  urges  an  inaccuracy.  The  label 
would  be  better  if  put  thus:  — 

Buttermilk-lotion  for  the  Complexion. 

Buttermilk  was  used  by  pretty  women  of  past  genera  lions  t-> 
preserve  their  complexions.  Modern  science  has  proved  that  tliey 
were  right;  and  this  lotion  is  essentially  a  refilled  buttermilk,  the 
same  in  properties,  pleasanter  to  use,  and  unalterable. 

Directions. — Apply  by  means  of  a  soft  sponge,  Sic. 

There  is  a  type  of  label  which  is  catchy  when  first  read, 
but  which  does  not  bear  examination.  A  good  example  is 
the  following  : — 

Vix's  Remedy:  an  Excellent  Tonic. 

This  preparation  gives  wonderful  relief  from  those  complaints 
such  as  headache,  general  weakness  and  nervousness,  which  can 
often  be  traced  to  a  previous  attack  of  influenza  as  the  cause. 
Those  who  are  compelled  to  seek  the  bracing  effects  of  the 
country  or  sea  air  will  find  in  this  tonic  a  veritable  aid  to  Nature. 
Dose:  A  tablespoonful. 

This  example  is  properly  included  amongst  inaccurate  styles, 
beouse  there  is  no  valid  connection  between  the  complaints 
tpjken  of  aDd  influenza.  The  second  sentence,  too,  is 
ambigrous.  Is  this  intended  as  a  seaside-tonic,  or  a  seaside 
substitute  .'  It  would  be  hetter  to  put  the  whole  thing  in 
one  sentence:  "  Gives  wonderful  relief  in  such  complaints  as 
headache,  general  weakness  and  nervousness  especially 
supervening  on  influenza,  arid  ha«  a  similar  bracing  effpet  on 
the  system  to  a  seaside  holiday."  E.en  that  could  be 
improved  upon. 

Conciseness  and  Effectiveness 
may  be  considered  together,  as  the  latter  greatly  dppenda 
upon  the  former.  It  is  important  t hat  the  label- Compose! 
should  hear  in  mind  that  a  handbill  is  not  wanted  tor  the 
box,  bottle,  or  other  receptacle  of  the  speciality.  The  label 
is  a  thing  to'  follow  up  the  handbill ;  it,  may  give  the  points 
of  the  latter,  but  in  essence  must  be  briefly  da-enptive, 
well  balanced  as  to  type,  and  have  little  or  no  small  type 
run  into  paragraphs  upon  it.  Its  object  is  to  tell  the  owner 
of  the  thing  what  is  in  the  receptacle,  what  it  is  to  be 
used  for,  and  how  to  use  it. 


Fixe 
OLD  ENGLISH 
LAVENDER  WATER. 


"  Goode  scentes  doe  purify  ye 
brain, 

Awake  ye  fancic  it  ye  wittes 
refine." 


Exactly  as  prepared 
for 

His  Majesty  King  George  IV. 


Dick,  Dispensing  Chemist, 
Hexton. 


Finest 
LEMON  SQUASH. 

Pure. 

Wholesome. 

Refbxsbino. 

Prepared  from 
Specially  Selected  Lemons. 

Makes  a  delicious  and 
economical  beverage  with 
plain  or  aerated  water. 

Price,  5d.  and  9W.  per  bottle. 

Cutter,  Cash  &  Co.  (Li  d.), 
Competition  Stores, 
Cheaptown. 


These  two  examples  hit  the  ideal.  The  second  is  weak  in 
not  giving  directions  for  use,  without  which  the  label  is 
incomplete.  The  same  competitor  sends  another  label  for  a 
fruit  cordial,  in  which  the  directions  are:  "Two  tible- 
spoonfuls  to  a  tumbler  of  water  makes  a  pleasant  and  re- 
freshing beverage  for  all  sfasons."  A  direction  on  these 
lines  would  do  for  the  squash. 

Linimsnt  for  Unbroken  Chilblains. 

Chilblain  is  an  inflammatory  swelling  caused  by  exposure  to 
cold,  and  generally  confined  to  the  exposed  parts  of  the  body — 
more  especially  the  hands  and  feet.  The  inflamed  patches  are  of 
a  purplish  colour,  and  their  appearance  is  frequently  accompanied 
by  itching  and  intense  irritation. 

This  liniment  by  its  stimulating  action  induces  increased  circu- 
lation in  the  parts,  and  after  a  few  applications  the  chilblains 
disappear. 
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Directions. — A  little  to  be  rubbed  into  the  affected  parts  night, 
and  morning.  If  the  skin  is  very  tender  apply  with  a  eamel-hair 
brush. 

This  preparation  must  not  be  applied  when  the  skin  is 
broken.    "Blank's  Chilblain-cream"  should  then  be  used. 

Zanthine  Asthma=powder. 

Asthma  is  a  spasm  of  the  bronchial  tubes  which  impedes  the 
free  circulation  and  oxygenates  the  blood.  A  little  of  this  powder 
burnt  in  the  bedroom  before  retiring,  will  be  found  to  give  the 
greatest  relief  to  sufferers  from  this  distressing  complaint.  Piiee 
2s.  6(/.  per  box. 


Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine 
Influenza. 


a  Specific  for 


Symptoms. — Irritation  of  mucous  membrane  of  nostrils,  accom- 
panied with  pain,  sneezing  and  much  discharge,  watering  of  eyes, 
headache,  chills,  feverishness,  loss  of  appetite,  great  prostration  of 
strength,  &c. 

Causes. — Sudden  changes  of  temperature,  severe  cold  or  heat, 
and  other  conditions  which  tend  to  render  the  system  subject  to 
the  ravages  of  the  influenza-microbe. 

Treatment.— An  attack  may  be  cut  short  if  treated  with  proper 
remedies  in  time.  Take  half  to  one  teaspoonful  of  ammoniated 
tincture  of  quinine  in  a  wineglass  of  water  every  two  or  three 
hours.  Should  any  constriction  in  chest  be  felt  take  a  dose  of 
"  Blank's  Cough-elixir  "  every  night  and  morning. 

This  would  be  good  as  two  labels— one  to  give  title  and 
directions,  the  other  (for  the  back  of  the  bottle  and  as  a 
small  handbill)  beginning  "A  specific  for  influenza"  and 
taking  in  symptoms,  causes,  and  treatment ;  but  even  as  one 
label  it  is  effective. 


Coca  is  stimulating,  brighten- 
ing the  intellectual  facul- 
ties, lessening  fatigue, 
quickening  the  pulse,  rais- 

>  ing  the  body  heat.  Bene- 
ficial in  Neuralgia  and 
Nerve  Affection. 

Quinine  is  a  typical  tonic 
and  ranks  as  an  antipyretic  ; 
is  a  restorative  in  various 
diseases.  Beneficial  in 
Anaemia,  Ague,  and  Rheu- 
matism. 

Wine. — Coca  and  Quinine 
combined  with  a  sound  dry 
wine  form  a  most  desirable 
tonic — neural  and  haemal. 
Prescribed  by  Medical  Au- 
thorities, and  recommended 
by  all  who  take  it. 


TlIJ3 

TON!C  MIXTURE. 


Gives  strength  and  appetite, 
Braces  up  the  nerves,  and  ■ 
enriches  the  Blood. 


Dose. — One  spoonful  in 
a  little  water,  three  times  a 
day,  soon  after  meals.  To 
be  taken  regularly  for  a  week 
or  two. 


Dispensed  by 


Folio 


The  first  of  these  two  is  not  without  its  good  points,  but 
it  needs  revision  for  other  parts  of  the  country  than  the 
Fens,  where  ague  may  be  a  thing  to  conjure  with,  but  is 
likely  to  be  wasted  upon  the  Torquay  or  Glasgow  customer. 
The  sender  of  the  second  label  has  it  in  stock.  He  says  it 
is  "  Most  useful  in  a  prescribing-business  ;  and  where  a  tonic 
is  asked  for,  as  the  formula  may  be  written  in  the  prescrip- 
tion-book and  they  can't  get  it  at  the  stores  or  anywhere 
else.    You  get  the  credit  and  the  cash." 

The  I.O.A.  Corn = plaster. 

Corns  are  caused  by  tight  or  ill-fitting  boots.  They  can  be  cured 
by  paring  down  the  hard  surface  and  applying  a  piece  of  the  plaster, 
cut  to  size.   Price  lid.  per  packet. 

The  "Optimus"  Corn=remover. 

A  hard  corn  is  a  growth  of  thickened  cuticle  or  outer  skin,  which 
penetrates  into  the  true  skin  causing  great  pain  and  annoyance. 

This  preparation  is  a  certain,  speedy,  and  painless  solvent  for 
hard  corns,  aud  is  equally  efficacious  for  warts  and  callosities. 

Directions. — Paint  the  surface  night  and  morning  for  a  week, 
allowing  to  dry  on  each  time,  then  soak  the  part  in  hot  water, 
and  gently  remove  with  the  fingers.  Do  not  attempt  to  cut  or 
pare  it. 

Why  "callosities"?  Is  it  necessary  to  say  what  acorn 
is  ?  Surely  everybody  who  wants  "  Optimus  "  corn-remover 
knows  that.  It  is  a  mistake  to  bring  in  the  warts,  which,  as 
a  rule,  require  different  treatment  from  corns,  and  in  this  in- 


stance seem  to  be  the.  cause  of  imperfectly-expressed  direc- 
tions. '•  Bathe  the  feet  in  warm  water,  and  after  a  few 
minutes  remove  the  corn  gently  with  the  fingers,"  is  what 
is  meant. 

LaureNpomade:  a  Toilet=article  for  Heat=spots, 
Pimples,  and  Skin  =  blemishes. 

The  laurel,  being  rich  in  oil  of  a  healing  nature,  is  highly 
esteemed  at  home  and  abroad.  When  purified  and  prepared  iii 
the  form  of  "Laurel-pomade,"  it  is  unequalled  for  simple  skin- 
disorders,  and  should  be  found  on  every  lady's  toilet-table.  Ap- 
plied to  stings,  insect-bites,  or  sunburn  it  gives  immediate 
relief. 

"Highly  esteemed  at  home  and  abroad"— a  hackneyed 
and  ineffective  phrase,  and  part  of  an  inconsequent  sentence. 
"Pomade"  is  a  bad  name  for  a  skin-preparation,  and 
"  Lanrel-pomade "  suggests  grey  hair,  baldness,  and  the 
victor's  brow.  A  similar  perversity  is  exhibited  in  the 
following  draft  by  the  same  competitor,  but  this  is  a  much 
better  label  :  — 

Creme  de  Cologne. 

The  finest  dressing  for  the  hair,  to  which  it  imparts  a  bright 
and  healthy  appearance. 

Creme  de  Cologne  is  delicately  perfumed,  and  as  it  contains  no 
oil,  it  may  be  used  freely  without  soiling  the  hat  or  pillow. 

To  those  whose  hair  is  thick  and  unmanageable  this  is  useful  to 
fix  the  hair  in  any  desired  position. 

Here  is  a  concise  label  for  a  shampoo-powder,  but  we 
wonder  what  the  writer  means  by  referring  to  use  "in 
the  leading  clubs  of  London  and  New  York  "  ?  Men  are  not 
in  the  habit  of  going  to  their  clubs  to  use  such  things. 
"  U.=ed  by  leading  hair-specialists"  would  come  nearer  the 
mark : — ■ 

American  Shampoo=powder. 

The  contents  of  this  packet,  dissolved  in  a  quart  of  warm 
water,  produces  a  splendid  shampoo-liquid,  which  is  most  refresh- 
ing to  use.  A  similar  preparation  has  long  been  used  in  the  lead- 
ing  clubs  of  London  and  New  York.    Price  6d.  the  packet. 

In  a  second  article  we  shall  deal  with  further  aspects  of 
the  competition  and  announce  the  award.  Meanwhile,  we 
may  point  out  that  not  a  single  competitor  has  told  us  which 


SULPHOLEUM  CREAM 


BLACKHEADS,   PIMPLES.   BLOTCHES.  SPOTS,  AND  ALL 
IRRITATING  APPEARANCES. 

This  cream  has  a  wonderful  action  on  the  skin,  and  will 
clear  it  in  a  few  days  from  all  blemishes. 

Directions. — To  be  well  rubbed  into  the  parts  night  and 
morning,  after  washing  with  soap  and  hot  water. 


NAME,  &C. 


recipe  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  his  labels  are  in- 
tended for,  and  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of  the  competition 
to  bring  out  suitable  labels  for  these.  We  also  notice  that 
several  competitors  have  quoted  their  descriptions  of  com- 
plaints from  "Diseases  and  Remedies,"  but  they  have  not 
said  so.    This  will  not,  of  course,  disqualify  them. 


Wateb  is  Blue  ;  naturally  so,  according  to  Professor 
W.  Spring,  of  Liege,  who  reported  on  the  matter  to  the 
recent  Congress  of  Hydrology,  &c.  He  judged  by  water  of 
the  Lake  of  Geneva.  When  pure  water  has  a  slight  cloudi- 
ness, due  to  finely-divided  particles  in  suspension,  a  yellow 
tint  is  given  to  the  water,  which,  with  the  natural  blue, 
produces  a  green  colonr  seen  in  some  lakes. 

Pleased  with  his  Peize. — Mr.  Chas.  A.  Miller,  East 
Boston,  Mass.,  writing  to  the  American  Druggist  in  thanks 
for  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  given  as  a  prize,  said  :  "  This 
would  have  been  my  selection  could  I  have  had  my  choice. 
I  am  as  pleased  with  my  capture  as  I  was  agreeably  surprised. 
I  tender  thanks  to  the  American  Druggist  for  placing  in  my 
hands  so  valuable  an  every-day  companion." 
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Colonial  ano  foreign  mews. 


The  Geemax  Pharmacopoeia. — The  committee  for  the 
revision  of  the  Arzneibuch  fur  das  Deutsche  Reich  is  to 
meet  from  January  6  to  10  in  the  offices  of  the  Imperial 
Board  of  Health,  Berlin,  when  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  the  forthcoming  new  edition. 

Russian  Customs  and  Medicines.  —  The  Russian 
Medical  Council  have  ordered  "  Baume  des  Montagnes,"  pre- 
pared by  Brossier  &  Chambereau,  to  be  admitted  free ; 
Thiocol  (La  Roche),  pepsin-bitter,  and  pepsin-wine  are  to  be 
admitted  on  payment  of  the  statutory  duties.  Hitherto  the 
importation  of  these  articles  into  Russia  has  been  prchibite 3. 

The  Liebig  Labobatoey  in  Giessen. —  A.  proposal  is 
made  in  the  Chcmihcr  Zeitung  to  convert  the  Liebig  Labora- 
tory— which  has  already  served  many  purposes,  and  the  total 
destruction  of  which  is  threatened  by  the  contemplated  im- 
provements in  the  railway-station  grounds — into  a  museum. 
An  appeal  is  made  to  chemists  generally  to  support  this 
idea. 

A  Waldheim  Annuity. — In  commemoration  of  the 
Emperor  Francis  Joseph's  Jubilee,  and  as  a  recognition  of  the 
honour  paid  him  by  his  colleagues  in  presenting  him  with  a 
marble  bust  of  himself,  Herr  A.  v.  Waldheim,  senr,  the  well- 
known  Austrian  pharmacist,  has  given  a  sum  of  5,00011.,  the 
interest  of  which  is  to  form  an  annuity  for  the  widow  of  a 
Vienna  chemist's  assistant  who  may  be  left  in  poor  circum- 
stances. 

New  Bombay  Chemical  Laboratoby. — On  November  29 
Lord  Sandhurst  opened  the  Laxman  Meram  Chemical 
Laboratory  Institution.  The  object  of  the  establishment  is  to 
improve  the  practice  of  native  medicine,  to  make  known 
valuable  Indian  remedies  to  Western  science,  and  to  ascertain 
which  native  herbs  are  mcst  adapted  to  Western  science. 
The  cost  of  the  buildirg  is  30  000r  ,  which  was  provided 
by  a  Mr.  Agam  Laxmanwalla,  of  Bombay. 

Venezuelan  Exhibition. — The  Government  of  Venezuela 
is  planning  to  hold  an  industrial  and  art  exposition  in 
Caracas  in  1900.  President  Andrade  has  issued  a  decree 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  Exhibition  will  be  opened  on 
Mew  Year's  Day,  and  closed  on  April  27,  1900.  The  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Commerce  has  charge  of  the 
affair,  with  a  board  of  directors.  Awards  of  gold,  silver,  and 
bronze  medals,  and  honourable  mention  will  be  made. 

Proposed  Tax  on  Indian  Medicines. — It  is  understood 
that  the  Indiau  Government  proposes  to  introduce  a  tax  on 
local  manufactured  proprietary  articles,  at  the  rate  of  6p. 
(13.(2  )  to  the  rupee  (Is.  <V.  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange). 
The  tax  is  likely  to  be  vigorou-ly  opposed  by  the  trade  in 
India,  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  small  dealers  to  get  the 
•odd  six  pice  out  of  the  wily  native,  who  would  consider  a 
■whole  hot  afternoon  veil  spent  haggling  over  a  single  anna. 

Bulc abian  Tabiff-changes.— It  is  announced  that  the 
.authorities  at  Sofia  have  resolved  that  the  following  articles, 
among  others,  shall  for  the  next  two  years  be  permitted  to 
be  imported  free  of  duty,  with  a  view  to  encourage  and 
assist  the  industries  of  Bulgaria: — Aniline  dyes,  black  varnish, 
cocoanut  oil,  cochineal,  chlorate  of  potash,  gum  arabic,  galls, 
hydrochloric  acid,  indigo,  resin,  manganese,  nitric  acid,  olive 
oil  (for  soap-manufacture),  palm  oil,  phosphorus,  saltpetre, 
sulphur,  sal  ammoniac,  shellac,  potash  chromate,  turpentine, 
varnishes,  white-lead,  and  oxide  of  zinc. 

Peoposed  Taeiff-inceease  in  Brazil.  —  A  strong 
movement  is  on  foot  among  the  members  of  the  Brazilian  Con- 
gress to  materially  increase  the  import-duties.  The  measure 
contemplated  is  what  would  be  called  in  the  United  States  a 
"horizontal  raise"  of  the  tariff,  and  it  is  to  bo  effected 
through  a  statute  ordaining  that  a  part  of  the  duties — viz., 
.10  per  cent. — must  be  paid  in  gold  at  par.  Based  on  the 
present  rate  of  exchange  (or,  which  is  the  same,  on  the 
present  market-value  of  the  paper  currency,  there  being  no 
Brazilian  gold  in  the  country)  this  would  be  equivalent  to 
an  increase  of  the  tariff  by  23  per  cent. 

A  Commission  for  the  Determination  of  Atomic 
Weights,  consisting  of  Professors  Landolt,  Ostwald,  and 


R.  Seubert,  has  been  appointed  by  the  German  Chemical 
Society.  The  question  to  b*  discussed  is  what  atomic 
weights  should  be  taken  as  a  basis  for  analytical  calcula- 
tion. The  Commission  has  come  to  the  following  unanimous 
decision : — 

As  a  basis  for  the  calculation  of  atomic  weights,  the  atomic 
weight  of  oxygen  =  16  000  shall  be  taken,  and  the  atomic  weights 
of  the  other  elements  shall  be  calculated  on  the  basis  of  their 
direct  or  indirect  combinations  with  oxygen.  For  practical  use, 
the  most  probable  values  for  the  lime  being  are  proposed  as  the 
atomic  weights  of  the  elements. 

It  is  expected  that  the  table  of  atomic  weights  drawn  up  by 
the  Commission  will  be  generally  accepted  in  Germany, 
and  probably  an  international  agreement  will  be  come  to. 

Spirit  in  TABLET- FOBS!. — We  recently  reported  on  the 
so  called  solid  spirit  prepared  by  a  German  firm  for  heating- 
purposes.  A  considerable  improvement  in  its  preparation 
has  been  made.  According  to  Bernegau  (Her.  a.  d.  Pharm. 
Gets  )  the  improved  product  is  a  white,  paraffin-like,  gelatinous 
mass,  which,  after  burning,  leaves  a  residue  of  about 
8  per  cent.  only.  The  mass  contains  90  to  92  per  cent,  of 
denaturised  spirit.  This  mass  is  made  into  burning-tablets  ; 
about  50  [fully  1|  oz  ]  boils  a  litre  [35  oz  ]  of  water  in  ten 
minutes.    The  tablets  can  be  carried  in  sma'l  metal  cases. 


Deaths. 


Allenby. — On  December  15,  at  Liverpool,  Mr.-.  Allenby 
mother  of  Mr.  H.  Allenby.  chemist  and  druggist,  Verulam 
Street,  St.  Albans.    Aged  96. 

Bosisto. — We  hear  from  Melbourne  that  the  late  Mr.  Joseph 
Bosisto  died  from  heart-failure.  In  the  last  week  of  October 
he  returned  from  his  eucalyptus-oil  works  in  the  mallee, 
and  on  Friday,  November  5,  he  attended  a  garden-party  at 
Government  House.  Up  to  the  Mcnday  he  app2  ired  to  be  in 
excellent  health,  but  on  the  Tuesday  morning  his  house- 
keeper discovered  that  he  had  not  occupied  his  bedroom 
during  the  night,  and  on  searching  she  found  him  reclining 
in  an  unconscious  condition  in  another  room.  He  died 
without  regaining  consciousness. 

Macdonald. — On  November  23,  at  Calumet,  Michigan, 
U.S.,  Mr.  D.  T.  Macdonald,  J  P.  Aged  77  years.  Mr.  Mac- 
donald was  for  several  years  assistant  in  ths  Glasgow 
Apothecaries*  Hall.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Inverary, 
where  he  bad  charged  of  the  silver  mines  then  in  operation 
on  the  Argyll  estate.  From  thence  he  went  to  Norway  in 
connection  with  some  silver-mines  in  that  country,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years.  Mr.  Macdonald  wa'  subsequently 
employed  in  similar  caoaciiies  in  IralinI,  Girmany.  and 
lastly  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior.  He  went  thither 
in  1868,  and  on  the  stoppage  of  the  mine  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Red  Jacket,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  where  he  set 
up  as  a  chemist,  and  had  an  extensive  business.  Mr. 
Macdonald  was  not  only  a  justice  of  the  peace,  but  had  also 
served  several  terms  as  coroner.  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
Highlander,  and  kept  up  his  clan  connection  till  his 
death. 

Morgan. — At  Maindee,  on  December  19,  Elizabeth,  widow 
of  the  late  William  Morgan,  chemist  and  druggist,  Pill- 
gwenlly.  Aged  75.  Mrs.  Morgan  carried  on  the  business  for 
some  time  after  her  husband's  death,  but  retired  some  years 
ago. 

Newbeey. — We  are  informed  by  Mr.  F  Newbery.  chemist, 
Reading,  that  the  "Mrs.  Newbery  whose  death  we  intimated 
in  our  issue  of  December  10  was  not  his  mother.  The 
information  was  supplied  to  us  by  our  regular  Exeter 
correspondent. 

Vor;i> — The  death  is  reported  of  Professor  Vogl,  of  Berlin, 
the  distinguished  chemist  and  pby.-icist  who  has  done  so 
much  since  dry-plate  photography  was  introduced  to  advance 
the  technique  of  the  art.  Dr.  Vogl's  observations  had  largely 
to  do  with  the  physics  of  photographic  printing  and  the 
chemistry  of  development.  His  observations  on  light  have 
become  classic,  and  have  materially  assisted  r  holographic 
research.    Dr.  Vogl  wzs  in  his  64th  year. 
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Grafce  IFlotes. 


A  Telegraphic  Address,  which  should  lie  in  our  Diary 
list,  pp.  207  210,  is  "  Newgate  Newcastle,"  referring  to  Messrs. 
Wilkinson  &  Simpson  (Limited),  wholesale  druggists,  New- 
gate Street,  Newcastle- on- Tyne.  Will  Diary  users  please 
add  it  1 

Stocktaking — Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Sons,  Charlotte 
Street,  E  C,  will  close  their  establishment  on  December  30 
and  31  for  stocktaking. — Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
Coleman  Street,  E  C,  will  close  for  stocktaking  on  Decem- 
ber 30. 

One  Hundred  ThoesandSoyereigns  were  last  week, 
drawn  from  the  Baik  oE  England  for  shipment  to  the  Liebig 
Company's  works  in  South  America,  and  even  this  amount 
will  only  purchase  sufficient  cattle  to  keep  their  factory  busy 
for  less  than  one  month. 

Cheaper  Embrocations. — Fleming's  Oil  and  Chemical 
Company  (Limited),  101  Lsadenhall  Street,  E.C.,  intimate 
that  theyhave  reduced  the  price  of  ammoniated-camphvlene 
cream  from  Is.  3d  to  l.f.  per  bottle,  and  camphylene  cream 
Is.  3d.  size  to  Is  ,  and  9,7.  size  to  6d. 

Spratt's  Patent  give  this  year  a  very  interesting- 
calendar.  It  is  on  twelve  sheets,  and  each  bears  the  repro- 
duction of  a  likeness  'of  a  famous  dog  or  bird.  Mr.  G  R. 
Sims's  Dalmatian,  "  Lady  Godiva,"  figures  in  the  party.  The 
points  of  many  of  these  animals  are  described  on  the  back 
of  the  picture. 

Christmas  Holidays — To  the  list  of  firms  already 
published  who  intimate  their  intention  of  closing  from 
December  23  to  23  may  be  added :  Vinolia  Company 
(Limited),  Maiden  Crescent,  N.W.  ;  Edwards'  Harlene  Com- 
pany, 95  and  96  High  Holborn,  W.C.  ;  Messrs.  liargoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co.,  12  and  16  Coleman  Street,  B.C. 

Cadett  P.O.P.— Messrs.  Cadett  &  Neall  (Limited),  Ash- 
tead,  Surrey,  have  perfected  and  placed  on  the  market  a 
new  printing- out  paper.  They  tell  U3  that  they  will  be 
pleased  to  send  samples  of  it  gratis  to  any  chemist  applying 
for  it.  We  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  ths 
paper,  and  may  have  more  to  say  on  the  matter  after  a 
practical  test. 

The  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  seem  to  be 
piling  up  their  injunctions.  They  announce  that  they  have 
lately  obtained  interim  injunctions  against  the  Chemicals 
and  Drugs  Company  (Limited),  and  also  against  William 
Bratby,  William  Bratby,  jun.,  and  Samuel  Hanter  as 
individuals,  in  addition  to  the  perpetual  injunction  previously 
granted  against  Bratby  &  Hinchliffe  (Limited)  We  pre- 
sume these  interim  injunctions  were  not  contested,  or  we 
should  have  reported  them. 

Naftalan  is  a  proprietary  ointment  for  the  treatment  of 
eczema  and  other  affections  of  the  skin.  In  the  last  number 
of  the  Therapist  there  is  an  article  upon  it  by  Dr.  W.  Greder, 
which  is  illustrated  by  four  striking  pictures  of  a  nude 
woman  before  and  after  treatment  with  naftalan.  Mr. 
August  Zimmermann  mentions  the  article  to  us  as  a  striking 
result  of  illustration,  for  since  the  paper  appeared  he  has 
been  inundated  with  letters  regarding  the  new  remedy. 
Chemists  and  druggists  may  also  be  hearing  of  it. 

Varnished  Pills. — Mr.  Wand,  manufacturing  chemist. 
Leicester,  is  just  now  turning  out  some  very  well  finished 
varnished  pills.  The  coat  of  varnish  is  evenly  applied,  and 
the  pills  bear  none  of  the  external  blemishes  which  ara 
generally  associated  with  varnished  pills.  The  colours  of 
the  pills,  as  may  be  expected,  show  clearly  through  the 
varnish,  and,  what  is  more  important,  solubility  is  scarcely  at 
all  delayed,  and  in  the  churning  motion  of  the  stomach 
probably  takes  place  at  once.  Mr.  Wand  has  got  out  a  new 
pill  pi  ice- list,  which  keen  buyers  will  find  advantageous  to 
obtain. 

Fallowfield's  Anneal  — The  photographic  annual  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  Jonathan  Fallowfield,  146  Cbaring  Cross  Road, 
W.,  has  just  been  issued  for  the  fortieth  year  in  success'o  l.  It 
is  a  comprehensive  catalogue  of  the  materials,  chemicals,  and 
apparatus  required  in  every  phase  of  photography.  The 
quantity  of  matter  in  the  bsok  can  be  judged  f:on  the  fa~t 


that  it  runs  into  over  850  pages.  There  are  some  good 
examples  given  of  the  results  obtainable  with  Edwards  and 
Paget  bromide  papers,  and  with  various  cameras  and 
shutters.  The  Annual  is  priced  at  Is.  Qd ,  but  we  believe 
wholesale  customers  are  each  presented  with  a  copy. 


flovelties. 


1NSTR  AS. 

Messrs.  D.  Blair  &  Co.,  47  Cannon  Street,  E.C  ,  are  offer- 
ing some  new  patterns  of  their  "  Instra  "  warmers.  To  those 
to  whom  this  article  is  new,  it  may  bs  explained  that  the 
"Instra"  is  a  metal  case  pad  led  with  heat-retaining 
material  into  which  a  stick  of  slowly-burning  composition  of 
charcoal  is  inserted  and  lit,  and  then  for  three  or  four  hours 
the  little  apparatus  gives  out  a  supply  of  heat.  "  Instras," 
besides  being  used  for  warming  the  hands  and  feet,  are  used 
for  the  relief  of  neuralgia  and  lumbago,  and  as  chest- 
warmers.  The  latest  design  is  an  "Instra'1  cycle-handle. 
There  seems  to  be  here  a  chance  for  chemists  to  make  profits 
out  of  the  discomforts  of  winter,  and  "  Instras"  are  articles 
which  do  not  fail  to  make  friends  with  customers  if  displayed 
in  action  on  any  suitably  shivery  day. 

BEETHAM'S  LAIT  LAROLA. 

Messrs.  M.  Beetham  &  Son  are  making  a  courageous  and 
somewhat  novel  experiment.  They  are  competing  with 
themselves.  After  establishing'  a  reputation  for  Beetham's 
glycerine  and  cucumber — which,  by  the  way,  they  still 
supply — they  are  offering,  under  the  title  of  Lait  Larola,  an 
improved  preparation  of  that  article.  It  is  no  doubt  a  very 
agreeable  cosmetic,  and  one  that  is  likely  to  be  popular. 
Most  chemists  will  understand  Messrs.  Beetham's  object  in 
the  substitution  of  a  registrable  title  for  one  that  could  not 
be  protected.  The  firm  are  oll'aring  a  series  of  Larola  pre- 
parations, including  a  toilet-powder,  a  dentifrice,  a  rose- 
bloom,  and  a  toilet- soap.  All  of  these  are  stylishly  packed, 
are  sold  at  reasonable  prices,  and  are  otfered  to  those 
chemists  who  will  stock  them  at  a  good  discount 

A  NEW  SYPHON. 

Messrs.  R.  Ellis  &  Son,  the  aerated-water  manufacturers, 
of  Ruthin,  have  patented  a  clever  impro7ement  in  the 
heads  of  aerated-water  syphons.  It  will  be  ssen  from  the 
sketch  which  we  have  male  of  it  tha*;  the  lever  of  the 
syphon  is  immediately  above 
the  outlet-nozzle,  and  this  alone 
we  find  to  be  a  distinct  im- 
provement ;  but  the  real  hygi- 
enic advantage  of  the  new  top 
is  the  provision,  at  the  spot 
where  the  lever  generally  is,  of 
an  inlet  for  filling  the  syphon. 
This  is  made  possible  through 
the  shifting  of  the  lever,  but 
that  shifting  could  not  have 
been  done  had  the  inventors  not  made  an  important 
change  in  the  valve-arrangement,  which  has  hitherto  been 
placed  at  the  top,  but  is  in  the  Ellis  syphon  turned  into 
a  horizontal  position,  so  that  an  orifice  for  refilling  is 
provided,  and  is  automatically  closed  with  a  cone-shaped 
plug.  When  filled  this  opening  is  protected  by  the  screw- 
cover  shown.  The  valves  are  more  easily  and  quickly 
repaired  than  those  of  the  older  syphons,  and  we  have 
particu'arly  noted  that  the  water  flows  oat  from  the  syphon 
without  spurting,  and  with  a  smoothness  which  conserves 
the  maximum  of  aeration.  This  is  owing  to  the  valve- 
arrangement.  Messrs.  Ellis  put  up  their  own  waters  in  these 
syphons,  but  whether  or  not  they  are  to  allow  the  invention 
to  be  used  by  other  manufacturers  under  royalty  is  a  question 
which  those  interested  must  address  to  them. 
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festivities. 


Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 
Mr.  S.  H.  Perry  presided  over  a  smoking- concert,  held 
by  the  Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  on 
December  14,  at  the  Exchange  Kooms,  Birmingham.  In  the 
course  of  a  short  address,  Mr.  Perry  congratulated  the 
Association  on  its  healthy  condition.  It  was  desirable  that 
the  associations  of  older  pharmacists  should  be  supplemented 
by  associations  of  younger  men,  whose  energy,  enthusiasm, 
and  determination  would  help  them  to  assist  in  the  advance- 
ment of  pharmacy  and  the  protection  of  the  pharmacist. 
Pharmacy  at  present  was  passing  through  somewhat 
troublous  times,  and  required  both  the  experience  of  the 
older  associations  and  the  energy  of  the  younger  men  to 
enable  it  to  grapple  with  and  overcome  the  difficulties  which 
beset  it.  The  musical  programme  was  one  of  considerable 
merit.  The  artists  were  : — Mr.  A.  Butler  and  Mr.  Milward, 
elocutionists  ;  Mr.  J.  Longmore,  imitator ;  Mr.  Buiford,  Mr. 
Brindlcy,  and  Mr.  Colley,  soloists. 

Newcastle  Chemists  Smoke. 

A  smoking-concert,  arranged  by  the  Newcastle  and 
District  Chemists'  Association,  was  held  in  the  Metropole 
Hotel,  Newcastle,  on  December  9,  the  President,  Mr.  F.  E. 
Schofield  (Morpeth),  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  very  large 
gathering  of  chemists  and  their  friends,  and  amongst  those 
who  contributed  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening  were 
Messrs.  Habron,  Gray,  Gibson  (Hexham),  L.  Bart'  (Gosforth), 
Cole,  Brand,  Errington,  and  Ilarwood,  who  gave  songs  ;  and 
recitations  were  given  by  Messrs.  Rathbone  and  Duncan. 
An  Indian-club  exhibition  by  Mr.  Gibson  (Hexham),  violin 
solos  by  Mr.  Swales  (Leeds)  and  Master  Duncan,  a  piano 
and  mandoline  duet  by  Messrs.  Piggin  and  Raine,  and  a 
stump-speech  by  Mr.  Clague  were  other  notable  features. 
The  arrangements  were  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  G.  F. 
Merson,  the  Secretary. 

The  "Lombards'"  Smoker. 

If  we  may  judge  by  the  excellence  of  the  fare  provided 
by  the  "  Lombards  "  at  the  Corn  Exchange  Tavern,  Mark 
Lane,  E.C.,  on  Monday  evening  last,  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys 
are  justified  in  adding  "  Smokers  (A.  &H.)"  to  the  list  of 
their  other  well-known  specialities  The  entertainment,  which 
was  presided  over  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Tullett  (one  of  the  firm's 
country  representatives),  was  of  a  notably  high-class 
character  throughout,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
difficulty  to  pick  oat  the  choicest  from  the  multitude  of 
choice  items  rendered.  To  the  ordinary  lay  mind,  however, 
the  delightful  part  songs  by  the  Vesper  Glee- singers,  the 
violin  solos  by  Mr  F.  Topping,  and  the  cornet  solos  by  Miss 
Beatrice  Pettit  stood  out  with  distinct  merit.  A  masterly 
rendering  of  Edward  German's  "  Three  Dances  for 
Henry  VIII.'  was  given  as  a  pianoforte  solo  by  Mr.  R. 
Eellew,  who  was  also  the  accompanist  during  the  evening. 
We  renewed  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Wilson  James  and  his 
"lovelike,  dovelike,  angel-from-above-like  girl  in  the  big 
black  hat,"  and  we  don't  seem  to  tire  of  them  either. 
Besides,  it  was  woith  hearing  what  happened  to  Mr.  James 
"When  the  Stormy  Winds  did  Blow."  Mr.  Herbert  Brown 
told  of  the  kind  of  people  we  meet  in  the  "  Penny  Tramcar," 
and  gave  as  an  encore  a  quaint  French  ballad,  entitled, 
"  Nini,  Ninette,  Ninon."  Other  artistes,  all  of  them  excel- 
lent, who  contributed  during  the  evening  were  Messrs. 
Sadleur- Brown,  Theo.  Swinburne,  Graham  Smart,  and 
Gilbert  Lockyer.  The  company  numbered  about  eighty,  and 
included,  berides  the  heads  of  the  various  departments  at 
Plough  Court  and  Bethnal  Green,  Mr.  R.  Dodd  (managing 
director)  and  Messrs.  A.  and  K.  Hanbury. 

C.  A.  A.  Social. 

The  last  mesting  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association 
for  this  year  was  a  musical  and  social  evening,  on  Thursday, 
December  15.  The  President  (Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble)  was  in 
the  chair,  and  an  excellent  programme  was  contributed 
by  Messrs.  Morley  Taylor,  Marcus,  Latreille,  Strother, 
Leconfield,  Hymacs,  and  others. 


Meeting  of  Glasgow  Chemists. 

A  meeting  of  registered  chemists,  called  by  the  Glasgow 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  was  held  on  \\'edne&day,  to 
discuss  the  poisons-regulations  and  company- trading.  Mr. 
Wm.  L.  Currie  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good 
attendance.  The  Chairman  having  explained  the  object  of 
the  meeting, 

Mr.  Sutherland  suggested  that  the  poisons-regulations 
should  be  discussed  first,  as  they  had  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
other  question,  or  Uat  both  to  taken  together.  Did  he 
understand  that  it  was  the  1871  poisons-regulations  that 
were  to  be  taken  up  1 — because,  if  so,  they  could  be  made  legal 
by  being  adopted  as  a  by-law  without  going  to  Parliament. 
The  recommendations  having  been  read, 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  they  would  not  apply  to 
companies,  as  these  had  been  held  not  to  be  persons  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act  These  recommendations,  he  said, 
were  wide  enough,  in  all  conscience,  but  he  did  not  think 
they  would  tntail  any  great  hardship  on  chemists.  It  would 
be  their  duty  to  see  that  companies  were  put  under  the  same 
restrictions. 

Mr.  MacmillAN  suggested  that  the  poisons-regulations, 
in  place  of  being  passed  as  by  laws,  should  be  incorporated 
in  a  new  Act,  which  might  be  an  excuse  for  getting  the 
Pharmacy  Act  altered  to  something  like  what  they  desired. 
But  he  c  id  not  agree  with  the  suggestions  about  the  poisons- 
regulations.  He  did  not  see  why  they  should  put  any  more 
halters  round  their  necks.  It  might  be  that  the  Privy 
Council  were  urging  on  this  question ;  but  on  a  former 
occasion  they  had  been  able  to  influence  Parliament  on  the 
same  subject,  and  they  could  do  so  again.  More  mistakes 
were  made  by  patients  than  by  pharmacists  with  poisons, 
and  it  was  ridiculous  to  make  a  regulation  prohibiting  them 
from  giving  anything  for  external  use  except  in  a  particular 
bottle. 

Mr.  Brodie  also  objected  to  more  restrictions.  What  was 
the  use  of  chemists  passing  such  a  stringent  examination  if 
they  were  to  be  tied  down  with  mechanical  appliances  1 

Mr.  Sutherland  said  the  recommendations  did  not  define 
one  special  way  of  selling  poisons,  but,  gave  them  alterna- 
tives. The  reason  the  question  had  been  brought  up  was 
that  the  Government  had  brought  forward  a  Poisons  Bill, 
and  rather  than  let  the  Government  tie  a  rope  round  their 
necks  they  wanted  to  adopt  the  recommendations. 

Mr  Moir  said  some  restrictions  in  the  storage  and  sale  of 
poisons  would  have  to  be  made,  and  the  question  was 
whether  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  make  them  or 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Forgie  (Falkirk)  could  not  see  where  there  was  any 
hardship  in  chemists  putting  their  business- places  in  order 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  They  had  only  got  to 
substitute  a  few  bottles  which  could  easily  be  procured. 

Mr.  D.  S.  Robertson,  Ruthcrglen,  did  not  see  how  any 
Government  could  consistently  ask  an  educated  body  of  men 
like  chemists  and  druggists  to  keep  their  bottles  in  a  certain 
way ;  but  if  these  regulations  would  assist  them  in  getting 
more  legislation,  then  by  all  means  let  them  agree  to  them. 

Mr.  D.  Watson  said  they  might  depend  upon  it  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  recommcrding  this,  had  some- 
thing behind  it.  Better  have  their  own  inspectors  than  to 
allow  the  Government  to  hand  them  over  to  inspection  by 
municipal  authorities  or  the  police. 

The  Chairman  having  spoken  in  the  same  sense,  a  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

A  resolution  was  also  adopted  expressing  satisfaction  at 
the  course  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  adopted  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Companies  Act. 


Inverness  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  <  he  Waverley  Hotel  on  Friday  evening, 
December  16,  a  lecture  on  "  Ptomaines  atd  Food-poisons" 
was  celivered  by  Dr.  Munro  Moir.  Mr.  John  Fraser  (Presi- 
dent) occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance. 
Dr.  Moir  described  the  various  ways  in  which  food  becomes 
tainted  with  disease,  and  illustrated  his  remarks  by  graphic 
instances  which  had  come  under  his  notice. 

The  discussion  which  fallowed  was  free  and  suggestive. 
Milk,  tinned  meats,  water- supplies,  and  sanitary  matters 
were  some  of  the  subjects  touched  upon. 
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Corresponfccnce, 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 

■write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters,  with 
Notice  to  or  without  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  authenti- 
Correspon-  caie  i  01.  name  a,ui  address  of  the  writer. 
dents.  '       .  *  ,        ...  '  , 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


The  Assay  of  Opium. 

Sib, — Referring  to  a  short  discussion  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  reported  in  your  issue  of 
last  week,  as  to  the  best  method  of  separating  the  ethereal 
liquid  from  the  aqueous  in  the  oflicipl  process  for  the  assay 
of  opium,  may  1  suggest  that  the  following  is  less  trouble- 
some and  more  accurate  than  that  mentioned  by  Messrs. 
Cowley  and  Kornblower,  especially  in  the  hands  of  students 
or  of  men  who  have  not  had  considerable  practice  in  the  use 
of  a  pipette. 

Instead  of  filtering  the  aqueous  alkaline  liquor  into  a  wide- 
mouth  bottle,  1  filter  direct  into  a  short- stemmed, 
stoppered  glass  separator — either  pear-shape  or  cylindrical, 
preferably  the  latter — marked  at  52  c.c.  or  104  cc, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  crude  opium  I  am  operating 
upon.  After  the  addition  of  the  ether,  S  V.R.,  and 
ammonium  chloride,  and  subsequent  separation  of  the  two 
layers,  I  draw  off  the  aqueous  one  into  a  100  c.c.  graduated 
measure.  Much  of  the  crystallised  alkaloid  is  removed,  and 
the  last  drop  of  aqueous  liquid  is  with  ease  run  out.  Now 
decant  the  ether  upon  the  double  filter  papers,  return  the 
contents  of  the  measure  to  the  separator,  rinsing  round  the 
last  portion  so  as  to  include  practically  all  the  morphine, 
wash  the  measure  and  the  contents  of  the  separator  with  the 
second  portion  of  ether,  and  repeat  the  separation  in  the 
same  way.  Finally,  after  drying  the  filter-papers  in  the  air 
in  the  usual  manner,  run  the  liquid  from  the  separator  into 
the  filter,  wash  out  any  adherent  crystals  of  morphine  lrom 
the  beaker  with  a  few  c  c.'s  of  morphinated  water,  using 
the  washings  to  rinse  out  the  separator  in  turn. 

Of  course,  in  using  a  syringe  or  pipette,  any  aqueous  fluid 
which  may  be  drawn  up  with  the  ether  can  be  easily 
returned  to  the  bottle,  but  I  have  found  this  trifling  devia- 
tion from  the  official  directions,  just  mentioned,  to  be  in 
every  way  satisfactory  and  expeditious. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Geo.  F.  M epson. 

24,  Newgate  Street,  Newcastle- on-Tyne,  December  21. 

A  Disclaimer. 

Sib, —  In  your  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  North -east 
Lancashire  Chemists'  Association  your  reporter  ha-s  credited 
me  with  saying,  •'  they  must  attack  the  unqualified  people 
who  were  spreading  deleteiious  drugs  throughout  the 
country." 

Phis  statement  is  so  far  from  the  true  one  that  I  should 
be  pleased  if  you  will  give  a  short  space  in  your  nexc  issue  to 
my  denial  of  having  said  so. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

E.  C.  Cowley. 

Beware  of  this  Assistant. 

We  have  had  several  communications  from  chemists  who 
have  been  victimised  apparently  by  the  same  man,  who 
replies  to  their  advertisements  for  an  assistant.  Mr.  J  I{. 
RoadnigM,  of  Sidcup,  sends  us  the  following  particulars: 
■*Tne  man  applied  for  a  situation  in  reply  to  my  advertise- 
ment at  the  end  of  October,  and  I  engaged  him  at  the 
beginning  of  November.  In  a  despicable  way  he  got  my 
confidence  and  sympathy  to  the  extent  of  sending  him  31. 
Though  I  wanted  an  assistant  as  soon  as  possible,  I  kept  the 
situa  ion  open  for  him,  first  under  excuse  of  his  spraining 
his  ankle,  and  then  that  he  had  to  settle  affairs  connected 
with  his  father's  business.  (He  said  his  father  was  a  chemist 
and  had  recently  died,  but  I  have  heard  since  he  never  had 


anything  to  do  with  this  business.)  I  found  him  out  about 
five  days  ago  through  a  chemist  in  Bolton  and  another  in 
Lincoln  shire,  from  whom  he  obtained  money." 

We  published  a  similar  warning  from  a  chemist  in  South 
Wales  in  the  C.  Jj-  D.  of  July  2,  but  it  seems  necessary  to 
expose  the  fellow  again. 

Unusual  Pick-me-ups. 

SiB, — An  old  tippler  used  to  woiry  me  every  day,  and, 
being  rather  an  objectionable  customer  to  have  in  the  shop, 
I  one  morning  gave  him  the  following  dose,  thinking  it 
would  stop  his  visits  :  — 


01.  ricirii 

  5>v. 

Mist,  senna;  co. 

  5j- 

Ol.  santal. 

 in.10 

Bals.  copaib.  ... 

 5ss. 

Tr.  valerian.  ... 

  m.15 

Tr.  asafetida? ... 

  in  20 

Tr.  quin.  amnion  

 ni20 

Ext.  ergot,  liq. 

 m  10 

About  5  tha*;  same  evening  hi  reiurne  l,  wanting  a  repeat, 
as  "it  had  done  him  all  the  good  in  the  world."  He  had 
the  same  dose  every  morning  tor  about  ten  days,  when  he 
suddenly  left  the  neighbourhood,  and  he  has  not  troubled 
me  since.  Dbauqht.  (129,22.) 


Legal  Queries. 

We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's 
"  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


117/14.  Cera  Flava—  The  reply  to  "  Cetaceum,"  97/50 
(November  25),  had  reference  to  the  ordinary  retail  wine- 
licence  (2,1  10s.),  but  practically  the  same  restrictions  apply 
to  the  dealer's  licence  (10/.  10s.)  For  wholesale  purposes 
dealer's  travellers  are  specifically  exempt  from  some  of  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  Licensing  Acts  on  retail  sell- 
ing; but,  although  it  has  been  decided  that  a  wine-dealer 
(10/.  10«,  licence)  can  sell  in  any  quantity,  and  in  England 
requires  no  magistrates'  certificate  even  for  retail  selling 
(Palmer  v.  Thatcher,  1878,  3QB.D,  346),  such  retail  sales 
are  otherwise  on  the  fame  footing  as  under  the  retail 
li  ;ence  Neither  the  dea!e.'s  nor  retailer's  wine-licence  is  a 
six-day  licence.  The  "six-day"  and  "early-closing" 
foims  apply  to  licences  for  consumption  on  the  premises. 
The  udders  of  the  dealer's  and  retailer's  wine- licences,  like 
all  oiher  "  oil'  "-licence  holders,  must  conform  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Licensing  Acts  as  to  closing-hours  (Martin  v. 
Barker,  1881,  50  L.J.  M.C.,  109),  but  a  person  licensed  to  sell 
in  oxicating  liquors  (eg.,  wine)  not  to  be  consumed  on  the 
premises,  who  is  also  a  grocer  or  draper  (or  drugeist),  is  not 
liable  to  conviction  under  the  Licensing  Act,  1874,  merely 
because  his  premises  are  kept  open  during  prohibited  hours 
without  any  sale,  or  exposure  for  sale,  of  such  liquors 
(Bridges  v  Heighes,  1876, 1  Q.B  D.,  330  ;  Tassell  v.  Ovenden, 
1877.  2  Q  B  D.,  333).  The  t  Sect  of  these  decisions  seems  to 
be  that  the  holder  of  a  dealer's  or  retailer's  licence  can  sell 
wine  during  those  hours  only  in  which  public-houses  areallo  wed 
to  remain  open.  In  England,  therefore,  their  sale  during 
ceit*in  hours  on  Sunday  is  legal,  but  not  in  Wa'es  or 
Scotland.  No  difference  is  recognised  between  "  invalid- 
wine"  and  any  other  kind  of  wine.  Medicated  wine?,  for 
which  a  licence  is  not  required,  may  of  course  be  sell  with- 
out restriction. 

121/2.  Safety. —  A  medicine  is  not  liable  to  stamp-duly 
unless  it  is  sold.  Hence,  samples  distributed  gratis  nee  1  no 
stamp  ("  Alpe,"  page  28) ;  but  it  must  be  a  bond-fide  gift. 
At  Stalybridge  a  person  was  fined  for  selling  recipes  Hid 
giving  away  with  them  a  box  of  pills  (C.  $  D.,  July  16). 
It  was  considered  that  this  was  practically  a  sale  of  the 
pills. 

113/40  Lender. — We  cannot  answer  your  query  properly 
without  seeing  the  bill  or,  as  is  more  probable,  the  promi-sory- 
note.    We  should  thick,  however,  ttiere  is  little  doubt  that 
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each  of  the  borrowers  was  liable  for  the  whole  amount,  and, 
even  supposing  it  was  a  joint  liability,  the  lender  could  get 
judgment  against  all  three,  and  issue  execution  against 
whichever  one  he  thought  lit. 

125/34.  Enquirer. — We  should  say  the  announcement 
"  Medicines  highly  recommended  "  would  bring  the  cough- 
mixtures  included  in  the  list  within  medicine-stamp  liability. 

125/11.  W.  Ar. — We  cannot  say  anything  on  your  infor- 
mation as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  reason  your  neighbour 
may  have  for  objecting  to  the  structure  you  describe.  At 
present  the  Petroleum  Act  only  applies  to  oil  which  has  a 
llashing-point  below  73°  F.  when  tested  as  stated  in  the 
schedule  of  the  Act. 

124/20.  II  C. — If  by  "  best  petroleum  "  you  mean  benzine, 
we  do  not  think  mixiDg  with  it  an  equal  quantity  of  turpen- 
tine would  entitle  you  to  keep  and  sell  any  quantity  of 
it.  We  should  thick  it  would  come  within  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Petroleum  Act.  That  is,  if  you  are  unlicensed, 
you  may  not  keep  more  than  3  gals,  in  stock,  and  this 
must  be  in  well-stopped  bottles  of  not  more  than  1  pint 
in  capacity  each,  and  labelled  "  Highly  inflammable."  (2) 
The  composition-essence  label  would  render  the  medicine 
liable  to  stamp-duty  because  of  your  name  in  the  possessive 
case. 

123/61.  Irish  Pharmacist. — We  were  correct  in  stating 
recently  that  the  Presidents  of  both  the  British  and  Irish 
Pharmaceutical  Societies  trade  under  firm-names  not  their 
own — Mr.  Hills  as  John  Bell  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  Downes  as 
Brooks  k.  Co.  We  believe,  however,  Mr.  Downes  prefixes  or 
affixes  his  own  name  to  that  of  the  firm  on  all  his 
labels,  &o. 

123/37.  Ebenezer. — We  understand  that  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  regard  Section  4  of  the  Act  we  quoted 
(48  &  49  Vict.,  c.  51)  as  covering  spruce-beer.  The  section 
provides  that  the  term  "  beer  "  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
to  any  liquor  made  or  sold  as  a  description  of  beer  or  as  a 
substitute  for  beer  which,  on  analysis,  shall  be  found  to  con- 
tain more  than  2  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit. 

129/71.  Subscriber. — The  unqualified  partner  in  a  firm 
who  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  under  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  See  case  at 
Stonehouse  reported  last  week. 

131/43.  F.  M. — If  registration  is  refused  for  your  fancy 
word  you  had  better  go  ahead  and  make  it  famous.  Then 
if  anybody  infringes  it,  you  could  probably  get  an  injunction 
against  him  for  trying  to  trade  on  the  reputation  you  have 
made.  This  was  what  the  proprietors  of  Yorkshire  Relish 
did.  Their  title  was  unregistrable,  but  the  Courts  protected 
it  all  the  same. 

130/59.  Ac  id  Boracic. — If  you  have  no  other  agreement 
with  your  landlord  than  to  take  the  premises  at  so  much  a 
year  you  are  yearly  tenants,  and  if  the  year  for  which  you 
first  took  the  premises  has  been  completed,  six  months' 
notice  to  quit  must  be  given  by  either  party,  such  notice  to 
expire  at  the  period  from  which  you  began  the  tenancy. 
The  landlord  cannot  raise  the  rent  during  the  notice 
to  quit, 

186/20.  Indignant  states  that  a  competitor  has  lately 
registered  a  title  for  a  cough-mixture  similar  to  one  under 
which  he  has  sold  a  mixture  largely  for  many  years,  and 
which  he  had  registered  years  ago.  He  asks  what  steps,  if 
any,  he  can  take  in  the  matter  ? 

He  has  two  remedies.  He  can  move  in  the  Chancery 
Division  of  the  High  Court  to  have  the  rival  trade-mark 
expunged  from  the  register,  or  he  can  bring  an  action  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  his  rival  from  using  the  name  objected 
to.  In  the  latter  action  he  wcukl  have  to  prove  that  persons 
had  been  induced  to  take  his  rival's  cough-mixture  when 
they  intended  to  purchase  his  own.  A  good  deal  would  turn 
upon  the  get-up  of  the  rival  articles  as  well  as  on  the  name. 
The  two  names  are,  no  doubt,  alike,  but  we  should  say  it  is 
not  absolutely  certain  that  the  Court  would  interfere.  If, 
however,  it  could  be  shown  that  unwary  purchasers  had  been 
deceived  he  would  have  a  good  chance  of  success.  Such 


evidence  would  not,  of  course,  be  necessary  in  an  application 
to  have  the  new  trade-mark  removed  from  the  register,  and 
p2rhaps  the  mere  threat  of  this  action  would  suffice  to 
accomplish  the  desired  result. 

132/69.  Trebor. — Any  use  Ly  an  unregistered  person  of 
the  title  "  chemist,"  such  as  retaining  the  name  and  designa- 
tion of  his  predecessor,  is  an  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act.    See  a  case  reported  in  ( '.  $  It.  of  June  18  last. 

132/20.  Worried. — By  admitting  the  claim  you  can  cave 
half  the  hearing-fee.  But  ask  the  officials  at  your  County 
Court. 

128/16.  linseed. — Yon  can  adopt  the  title  you  name  for 
your  C3ugh  elixir,  unless  someone  else  has  appropriated  it 
before  you.  We  are  not  certain  that  you  could  get  it  regis- 
tered as  a  trade-mark,  and  its  adoption  would  probably 
render  the  elixir  liable  to  medicine- stamp  duty,  as  indicating 
a  proprietary  right. 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  sub jectt 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 


Notice  to 
Querists. 


paper.  Wlien  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 


93/39.  Barrachs. — We  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  genuine  - 
ness of  the  sample  of  powdereci  shellac.  No  doubt  the  firm 
of  pyrotechnists  buy  very  closely. 

125/17.  S.  1".  R. — Silent  Spirit  is  a  name  applied  to 
illicit  whisky. 

122/29.  Carbo. — The  sample  of  biscuit  given  to  grey- 
hounds after  running  does  not  seem  to  be  medicated.  It  is 
possible  the  trainer  administers  spirits  in  that  way. 

100/31.  Lindum. — A  Turkish  ounce  is  divided  into  teD 
Turkish  drams.    Each  dram  =  49407  gr. 

28/11.  Exon — Books  on  Pyrotechny— Kentish's  '  Pyro- 
technist's Treasury  "  (Chatto).  4s.  6d. ;  Browne's  "  Firework  - 
making  "  (Gill),  2s.  6d. ;  Ro3s's  "  Pyrology  "  (Triibner),  25*. 
The  last  is  an  old  work. 

106/50.  Xeres. — The  solution  which  you  find  capital  for 
Killing  Worms  on  Golf-links,  &c,  is  a  saturated  solution 
of  corrosive  sublimate  in  a  mixture  of  spirit  of  salts  and 
water.  The  price  of  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  is  not  out  of  the  way.  The 
solution  is  diluted  with  six  or  eight  times  its  volume  of 
water. 

107/63.  P.  $  8.—  The  tablets  which  your  local  doctor  uses 
for  Reducing  Obesity  are  thyroid-gland  tablets.  To  prove 
theoi  u-e  the  test  given  in  the  C.  %  D.,  August  27,  1898, 
page  383. 

81/49.  Toothache. — The  oily-looking  liquid  at  the  bottom 
of  the  toothache-tincture  made  with  tr.  pyrethri,  morph. 
acet.,  camph.  chloroform.,  mastic,  ac.  carbol.,  and  cocaine 
is  a  compDund  of  cocaine  and  camphor.  If  you  omit  the 
camphor  you  will  not  be  troubled  with  this  difficulty. 

110/71.  J.  U.  S. — The  Preliminary-examination  papers  are 
given  in  Dodd's  "  Guide  to  the  Preliminary  Examination  " 
(C.  <5'  B.  Office),  2s.  Qd.,  [a  new  edition  of  which  is  in  the 
press.  The  papers  given  at  each  examination  are  published 
in  the  C.  $  D.  each  time. 

125/28.  Pharmacy.— "  The  Art  of  Dispensing  "( C.  #  B. 
Office),  3s.  6./.,  would  probably  be  the  most  useful  book  to  re- 
commend a  nurse  desiring  a  dispensing  knowledge  of. 
pharmacy. 

125/2.  W.  A.  $  C. — Sanmetto  is  said  by  the  proprietors 
to  be  "  a  scientific  blending  of  true  santal  and  saw  palmetto 
in  a  pleasant  aromatic  vehicle.'' 
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118/20.  T.  A.  B. — We  cannot  spare  space  to  give  you 
the  constitutional  formula  of  half-a-dozen  organic  com- 
pounds. You  can  get  the  information  from  a  book  on 
organic  chemistry. 

116/39.    Dover  It  requires  a  good  deal  of  practice  to 

turn  out  even-surfaced  Pearl-coated  Pills  on  a  small  scale. 
Some  dispensers  become  very  proficient  at  it.  The  best 
damping-solution  is  the  following  :  — 

Tincture  of  tolu, 
Mucilage  of  acacia, 
Syrup,  of  each  equal  parts. 

We  must  refer  you  to  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  for  other 
particulars. 

133/38.  Rene. — Chinosol,  as  a  disinfectant  for  surgical 
instruments  and  the  surgeon's  hands,  is  free  from  the  objec- 
tions of  carbolic  acid  or  corrosive  sublimate. 

109/68.  Photo. — (1)  The  British  Journal  Photographic 
Almanac,  1899,  is  just  out.  The  price  is  Is.  through  any 
bookseller.  Photography  Annual  is  published  in  the  middle 
of  the  year,  2s.  6d.  (2)  The  Icing  liquid  used  by  bakers 
is  white  of  egg  mixed  with  a  little  lemon-  juice.  (3)  Photo- 
graphic Mountant.— See  C.  $  B.  April  2,  1898,  page  546. 
(4)  Dead-black  Varnish. : — 

Lampblack   Jss. 

Gold-size       ...       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Turpentine   §vj. 

Eub  the  lampblack  and  gold-size  together  till  perfectly  smooth, 
then  thin  with  the  turpentine. 

118/65.  Palatable. — For  general  sale  as  a  Children's 
Cough-mixture  the  acetum  ipecacuanha;  in  the  formula  given 
in  the  C.  A  B.  November  5,  1898,  page  766,  had  better  be  re- 
duced to  5vj  ,  or  it  will  cause  nausea.  The  dose  of  the  mixture 
is  then  ten  drops  for  a  child  a  year  old  ;  three  years,  twenty 
drops;  five  years,  thirty  drops;  ten  years,  a  teaspoonful. 
Syr.  rhceados  is  not  a  poison. 

117/53.  W.  F.  W. — The  cause  and  cure  of  spermatic 
neuralgia  is  a  medical  matter  we  cannot  go  into  in  these 
columns. 

137/7.  Puzzled  is  puzzled  to  know  what  caused  an 
explosion  when  a  light  was  applied  to  the  neck  of  an  iron 
drum  into  which  sulphuric  acid  and  bicarbonate  of  soda  had 
been  placed  with  a  view  to  generating  a  fire-extinguishing 
gas.  "Puzzled"  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  dilute  sul- 
phuric acid  acting  on  iron  gives  off  hydrogen,  and  it  was 
the  ignition  of  a  mixture  of  this  with  air  or  carbonic-acid 
gas  that  caused  the  explosion. 

121/A2  Qucerens. — The  cements  sold  in  a  treacly  state 
in  collapsible  tubes  are  kept  so  by  the  addition  of  spirit,  which 
quickly  evaporates  when  the  cement  is  used. 

122/38.  Color  — Carboy-colours. — See  index  of  last  and 
preceding  volumes.  In.  April  of  this  year  you  will  find 
several  formulas  given. 


172/32.    Radix — Gravel-mixture 

Potass,  acet.  ... 
Potass,  nitr.  ... 
Aceti  scillfe  ... 
Liq.  am.  acet.... 
Spt.  chlorof.  ... 
Dec.  scoparii  ad 

oj-  pro  dosis  ter  in  die. 


5ss. 
5iss. 
3ss. 

5v. 
5ss. 
gxx. 


118/4.  Nits. — Nursery-pomade  for  sale  in  Id.  and  2d. 
tins  is  prepared  from  such  a  formula  as  the  following: — 

Stavesacre-seeds    4  oz. 

Palm  oil    1  oz. 

Oil  of  verbena...       ...       ...       ...  ttiv. 

Oil  of  citronella    rrix. 

Soft  paraffin  ...       ...       ...       ...  1  lb. 

Digest  the  bruised  stavesacre-seeds  in  the  melted  paraffin  for 
two  hours,  press,  stir  in  the  palm  oil  and  perfume,  and  pour 
into  the  tins.  In  other  recipes  powdered  white  hellebore  is  mixed 
in  the  proportion  of  2  oz.  to  a  pound  of  a  base  of  lard. 


120/36.  W.  B.  O.  R.— Blood-manure.—  There  are  several 
processes  for  preparing  this : — (1)  Delacharlonny's  process 
consists  in  adding  to  the  blood  a  solution  of  acid  ferric 
sulphate  (Fe203,4SO:l,12H10)  of  the  strength  45°  B.  A  litre 
of  blood  requires  45  c.c.  of  such  a  solution  for  complete 
coagulation.  (2)  Strype's  method  is  to  add  a  solution  of 
iron  sulphate,  alum,  &c,  to  the  blood.  (3)  Miiller's  is  pre- 
pared by  mixing  the  blood  with  peat  and  chalk.  (4)  Stein's 
process  requires  the  addition  to  blood  of  alkaline  phosphates, 
carbonate,  nitrates,  sulphates,  silicates,  and  dextrine. 

159/28.  Iolo.— Digestive  Syrup.— See  C.  Jt  B.,  May  28, 
1898,  page  897,  or  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  605. 

104/47.  R.  W.  B. — The  soiled  Turkey  cup-sponges  should 
be  restored  to  saleable  condition  by  washing  in  water  ren- 
dered alkaline  with  liquid  ammonia.  The  final  rinsing-water 
should  be  a  solution  of  salt  containing  a  small  quantity  of 
glycerin,  with  the  object  of  obviating  the  harshness  the 
sponge  would  otherwise  have. 

117/46.  Anxious. — There  are  several  recipes  for  Brown- 
boot  Polish  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  Here  is  an- 
other : — 

Carnauba  wax    Sviij. 

Sperm  oil       ...       ...       ...       ...  §iv. 

Oil  of  turpentine    *xij. 

Powdered  soap        ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Oil  of  mirbane         ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Melt  the  wax  and  sperm  oil  together  in  a  water-bath,  remove 
from  source  of  heat,  and  add  the  turpentine.  When  mixed  add  the 
powdered  soap  and  oil  of  mirbane  to  the  wax  solution,  thoroughly 
mixing  in  a  hot  mortar. 


l-Mllg     111     lL      II'   '1       I  I  MM    '      ■    I  . 

117/1.  Codeina  says  he  finds  Syr.  Codelnse  BP.  1898 
a  bad-keeping  preparation,  as  also  he  does  mist.  ol.  ricini. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  our  experience  is  that  the  following 
formula,  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  604,  is 
much  superior  to  the  B.P.  one  in  keeping  properties  :  — 


Codeine 
Dilute  phosphoric  acid 
Proof  spirit  ... 

Dissolve  and  add — 


Syrup  to 


9j- 


5xx. 


Mix. 


Mist.  Ol.  Ricini  is  intended  to  be  prepared  extemporane- 
ously. 

110/56.  W.  W. — To  enable  you  to  read  prescriptions  in 
full  Latin,  study  Watson  Will's  "  Prescription-reading," 
12s.  Qd.  (Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy),  orlnce's  "  Latin 
Grammar,"  5s  (Bailliere). 

107/3.  Bevoniensis. — As  recently  as  July  9,  1898,  page  63, 
there  was  given  in  the  C.  B.  a  formula  for  Kosemary  and- 
Cantharides  Hair-wash. 

112/56.  Sweets.— Glass-gall.— See  C.  $  B.,  July  30,  1898, 
page  220. 

156/14.  Pickling. — We  know  of  no  really  good  work 
solely  devoted  to  pickling.  Most  cookery-books  give  some 
instruction  in  this  subject. 


Information  Supplied. 


157/22.  T.  B.  R.,  in  referring  to  Syrup  of  Foxs'  Lungs 
in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  608,  says  that  in  many 
parts  of  the  Midlands  equal  parts  of  syr.  papav.  alb.  and 
syr.  simplex  are  given  for  this. 

129/54. —  T.  H.  writes  in  regard  to  aniline  dyes  for 
Colouring  Spirit-varnishes.  We  said  they  were  lacking 
in  intensity,  but  "T.H."  says  "spirit  black"  is  obtainable  of 
which  1  oz.  colours  a  gallon  of  shellac  varnish  an 
intense  jet-black.  Other  colours  are  sold  for  rosewood, 
walnut,  and  mahogany  stains,  and  are  used  in  similar 
proportions. 
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Srabe  IReport 


Notice  to  Retail  Buyer*. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "  Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  Thh 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473.  O.i.f.  quotations 
are  for  London  unless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  by  guarantee  of  genuineness. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  December  22 

BUSINESS  is  almost  at  a  standstill  this  week,  and  trans- 
actions in  druggists'  produce  have  been  confined  to  a 
few  things,  and  retail  quantities  thereof.  Talk  and  rumour 
are  busy  with  several  articles,  in  which  there  is  neither 
quotable  change  nor  business  to  report.  It  would  take  up 
our  space  and  our  readers'  time  needlessly  to  deal  with  these 
paragraphically.  The  Amsterdam  Benzoin  market  is  weaker 
than  ours,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  business.  Some  new 
import  will  shortly  be  put  on  the  market  there.  Good  sales 
of  Sumatra  here  this  week,  at  51  5s.  upwards,  there  being 
nothing  but  low  stuff  left  under  51.  Camphor,  both  crude 
and  refined,  is  exactly  as  last  week,  and  without  business  in 
the  former,  our  statement  about  a  probable  rise  in  the  latter 
being  confirmed.  Hong-Kong  advices  (November  18)  say 
weakness  continues  there,  and  200  piculs  of  Formosa  had  sold 
at  #47  to  $47-50.  Citric  acid  is  very  firm.  Tartaric  acid  is 
unchanged,  at  Is.  0|rf.  per  lb.  for  English  and  Is.  for  foreign 
crystals ;  and  Cream  of  tartar  is  very  firm,  at  81s.  per  cwt. 
for  99  per  cent.  This  market  has  been  cleared  of  cheap 
Cascara  sagrada,  New  York  having  bought  it  up  at  24s. 
There  is  no  home-business  in  the  drug  worth  speaking  about 
as  consumers  are  full  up  ;  but  they  may  reckon  from  the 
foregoing  what  prices  may  be  in  the  near  future.  Curacao 
aloes  is  cheaper  here  than  in  New  York,  where  the  equiva- 
lent of  20s  per  cwt.  is  wanted  for  an  aloes  that  it  is  difficult 
to  get  19s.  for  here.  Ergot  has  taken  the  turn  downwards. 
There  has  been  a  fair  business  done  in  Persian  blue  Galls,  at 
55s.  per  cwt.;  but  holders  want  half-a-crown  more  now. 
Chinese  are  dearer.  Glycerin  quiet,  and  medicinal  un- 
changed. New  Persian  Gum  arabic  has  been  offered  at 
firm  prices,  but  business  has  been  done  at  the  old  rates. 
We  hear  that  Amsterdam  stocks  of  Manila  Gum  copai 
are  held  for  higher  prices,  and  there  is  scarcely  any 
fine  gum,  although  it  is  wanted.  Gentian  can  be  bought 
cheaper  now — say,  16s.  to  16s.  6d.  per  cwt. — there  being  no 
eager  buyers  for  the  new  crop  coming  forward  in  good  bulk. 
Ipecacuanha  is  a  dead  letter  at  present,  and  nothing  in  Rio 
has  been  sold  under  9s.  6d.  per  lb.,  the  brokers  declining  to 
accept  less  or  submit  less  to  their  principals  ;  9s.  6d.  is  for 
wiry  root,  the  better  kinds  are  up  to  5d.  more.  Cartagena 
toot  is  not  quotably  changed,  but  there  is  no  business  to 
report.  Mercurials  are  in  a  precarious  position,  owing  to 
the  heavy  Chinese  and  speculative  buying  of  quicksilver, 
which  may  end  in  a  rise  of  the  latter  any  day,  and  as  soon 
as  the  metal  touches  31.  makers  of  mercurials  will  add  Id 
per  lb.  to  their  quotations.  Morphine  is  in  brisk  demand 
for  export.  Codliver-oil  dealers  look  a  little  more  cheerful 
this  week,  thanks  to  the  cold-snap,  but  there  is  nothing 
doing ;  and  our  Bergen  friend  tells  us  the  same  thing  of  his 
market,  and  notes  another  decline  of  2s.  per  barrel  in  the 
quotations.  Phenacetin  is  expected  to  go  up  soon.  Potash 
permanganate  has  advanced  to  50s.  per  cwt.  for  ton  lots. 
Quinine  is  u.  a.,  but  lOf  <Z.  has  been  paid  in  second  hands 


for  March  delivery.  Saffron  is  a  shilling  dearer.  Tonka- 
beans  provide  the  sensation  of  the  week,  and  that  business, 
together  with  other  matters,  is  dealt  with  below.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  value-fluctuations  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Ammonia  sulphate 
Borax 
Oil,  lemon 
Oil,  turpentine 
Potash  permang. 
Pot.  pruss.,  yellow 
Saffron 
Tonka-beans 

Oil,  castor 
Cascara  sagrada 
Gum  tragacanth 

Castorum 
Ergot 
Fenugreek 
Gentian 

Oil,  peppermint, 

HGH 
Pimento 
Wax,  Japan 

Amongst  the  imports  since  our  last  issue  we  observe 
160  bafis  calumba,  from  Hamburg ;  50  packages  of  orris- 
root,  from  Leghorn;  66  packages  of  Japanese  camphor; 
155  packages  of  cardamoms,  from  Colombo;  22  packages  of 
sarsaparilla,  from  Colon :  444  bales,  Sec.,  of  cinchona,  from 
Amsterdam  :  66  bags  of  gentian-root,  from  Marseilles  ;  180  of 
juniper-berries,  from  Leghorn ;  53  cases  of  Palembang 
benzoin,  each  case  containing  8  tins  (the  value  of  this  grade 
has  advanced  quite  25  per  cent,  lately,  and  30s.  is  about  the 
value  to-day).  A  parcel  of  13  cases  mixed  dragon's-blood, 
and  30  cases  unpicked  Siam  gamboge,  have  also  arrived  ; 
and  27  bags  of  new  Spanish  ergot  of  rye.  The  last  is  an 
unexpected  and  startling  arrival. 


Bobax  was  advanced  6d.  per  cwt.  last  Friday,  crystals 
now  being  16s.  6d.,  and  powdered  17s.  per  cwt. ;  boracic  acid 
is  unaltered  at  28s.  for  powder,  and  26  s.  for  crystals. 

Castorum. — A  public  auction  of  this  drug  was  held  in  a 
broker's  room  to-day,  the  parcel  offered  weighing  over 
90  lbs.  It  sold  cheaper  than  the  drug  went  earlier  in  the 
month,  Pile  I.,  mostly  good  and  part  yellow,  but  dampish, 
selling  at  62s  per  lb. ;  Pile  II.,  fair,  yellowish,  and  dampish, 
48s.;  Pile  III.,  pickings.  40s.;  and  a  lot  of  cuttings  and 
skins,  which  sold  at  5s.  in  the  absence  of  the  buyer 

CINCHONA. — The  cinchona-bark  auction,  on  January  12,  to 
be  held  in  Amsterdam  will  consist  of  1,118  cases  and  973, 
bales  druggist  bark,  and  5,999  bales  manufacturing 
bark.  The  stock  in  first  hands  on  December  21  consisted  of 
2,657  packages  Government  bark  and  8,907  packages  private 
bark,  including  the  quantity  to  be  offered  in  auction. 

Cocoa- butter. — At  the  Amsterdam  auctions  on  January  3 
the  offerings  will  consist  of  70  tons  Van  Houtcn's,  2i  tons 
Helm,  6  tons  Hamer,  and  13  tons  Suchard ;  and  at  the 
London  auctions  60  tons  Cadbury. 

Copper  Sulphate. —  Very  firm  at  18/  per  ton  for  com- 
mercial quality  on  the  spot ;  Anchor,  19/.  10s.,  spot  or  Liver 
pool,  19/.  5s.  per  ton;  second  hands,  18?.  12s.  6d.  to  18/.  15s. 
per  ton. 

Ergot  op  Rye. — Quiet  and  easier,  with  offers  of  good  new 
Spanish  at  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  The  feeling  is  that  we 
have  seen  the  last  of  the  high  prices,  and  Russian  is  offered 
at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  in  Hamburg. 

Galls  very  firm ;  on  the  spot  Persian  blue  have  sold  at 
55s.  per  cwt. ;  but  57s.  6d.  is  now  asked.  Green  are  quoted 
at  45s.  to  5t)s. ;  white  (supply  practically  exhausted),  42s.  6d. 
to  45s. ;  sorts,  48s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.  Chinese,  for  arrival,  are 
dearer,  at  55s.,  c.i.f.,  but  no  business  has  transpired. 

Gum  Damar. — For  forward  delivery,  first  quality  is 
offered  in  Amsterdam  at  36c.  per  kilo.  (7{d),  and  100  cases 
have  been  sold  at  this  figure.  Dust  is  not  in  demand.  For 
Padang  Damar  lower  prices  have  been  accepted,  and  at 
auction  105  400  kilos.  (105  tons)  were  offered,  of  which 
51  tons  were  sold,  49c.  to  54c.  (lOd.  to  lid.)  being  paid  for 
4  tons  of  prime  quality. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — An  extensive  business  has  been 
done  this  week  in  the  new  arrivals,  some  250  to  300  cases 
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changing  hands  at  full  to  dearer  rates  for  the  higher  grades. 
Transactions  i Delude  best  white  druggists'  firsts,  at  13/.  lO.s'. 
to  14Z. ;  and  seconds  at  12/.  10s.  to  131.  per  cwt.  Hog-gum 
has  been  in  good  inquiry  (chiefly  for  low  grades),  and 
small  sales  of  medium  have  been  made  at  50s.  per  cwt. 

Musk-seed  has  been  selling  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Oils,  Essential. — Not  much  of  interest  this  week.  Con- 
signments of  new  Bergamot  are  expected  in  a  fortnight. 
Old  crop  has  sold  at  9s.  to  9s.  Bd.,  spot.  In  Amsterdam  600 
bottles  of  good  quality  Cajuput  have  sold  at  2fl.  (3a-.  4rf.) 
per  bottle,  and  little  is  left.  The  quotation  here  is 
3s.  7^d.  per  bottle.  Cananga  has  sold  there  at  8(1. 
(13s.  4r7.)  per  bottle.  Lemon  is  a  likely  riser,  indeed  one  of 
the  best  makes  has  advanced  9d.  per  lb.  since  last  week, 
4s.  4<2 ,  f.o.b.  Messina,  is  the  price,  and  for  another  make 
3s.  Qd.  has  been  refused,  3s.  Id.  c.i.f.  being  wanted.  America 
has  been  buying  well.  There  is  abundance  of  cheap 
"mixed"  oils,  in  fact  the  market  for  that  quality  is  de- 
moralised for  the  moment.  Sweet  Orange,  5s.  Qd.  per  lb., 
f.o.b.  Messina.  HGH  Peppermint  is  lower,  5s.  3d. 
per  lb.  having  been  accepted.  Japanese  is  cheaper  at 
3s.  4§r/.,  spot,  for  dementholised,  and  4s.  10^d ,  spot,  for 
40  per  cent.  Star-anise  oil  is  easier  at  6s.  to  6s.  Id.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot. 

Oils,  Fixed. — The  following  summarises  the  position : 
Castor  firmer  in  some  quarters,  though  only  a  small  business 
has  been  done.  Large  arrivals  of  French  have  come  to  hand 
this  week;  the  c.i.f.  quotation  is  25s.  to  26.s.  per  cwt  for  first 
pressing.  Medicinal  Italian  is  33s.  c  i.f.,  and  Belgian  of  first 
pressing  26s.,  and  second  pressing  24s.  Qd.  spot.  Hull,  first 
pressing,  251.  10s. ;  second  pressing,  24/.  per  ton.  Linseed  oil 
dearer  ;  spot  16s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  landed  ;  barrels  at  16s.  lOhd.  to 
17s  Rape  quiet  on  the  spot  at  2Ls  per  cwt. ;  re fined, 
22s.  Qd.  Cocoanvt  unchanged.  Ceylon  on  the  spot,  26s.  to 
2Qs.Qd. ;  forward  delivery,  24s  3d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms.  Cochin, 
30s.  Qd.  for  spot  delivery ;  January-March  shipment  at  26s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms.  Cotton-seed  firm  and  advancing ; 
crude  is  offered  at  12s  l\d.  per  cwt. :  January- April,  12s.  9d. ; 
refined,  14s.  3d.  to  15s.  per  cwt.  in  ordinary  casks.  Palm, 
fine  Lagos  is  quoted  at  22s.  per  cwt.  Olive  of  all  varieties 
is  unchanged  at  firm  rates  ;  Spanish,  29s.  to  30s  per  cwt.  ; 
Levant,  29s.  to  32s.  per  cwt. ;  and  Mogador,  29s.  to  32s 
per  cwt. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — Advancing  day  by  day,  the  closing 
price  being  31s.  9d.  to  32s.  per  cwt.  spot. 

Opium. — Persian  is  very  quiet,  but  prices  are  steady  and 
unchanged.  Manufacturing  and  druggists'  kinds  have  been 
in  more  demand  during  the  past  ten  days  at  unchanged 
prices.  Private  advices  from  Smyrna,  dated  December  14, 
confirm  the  unfavourable  reports  caused  by  the  drought. 
Fine  Turkey  druggists'  is  quoted  at  10s.  Qd.  f.o.b.  Our  own 
correspondent  records  sales  of  new  talequale  at  9s.  Id.  to 
9s.  lOd.  c.i.f.,  and  small  arrivals — 1,230  against  3,085  cases 
last  year.  Reports  from  interior  state  that  the  sowings  do 
not  exceed  two- fifths  of  last  year's,  and  the  drought  is  having 
a  bad  effect.  Our  Constantinople  correspondent,  writing  on 
December  16,  says  that  prices  were  well  maintained  and  the 
drug  firmly  held.  The  prices  were  nominal,  at  the  equiva- 
lent of  9s.  5d.  to  9s.  Qd.  per  lb.  f.o  b.  for  druggists'  grades. 

Potash  Cyanide. — Firm,  at  Is.  per  lb.  for  prompt  and 
forward  delivery  for  export  orders. 

Potash  Peussiate. — English  yellow  has  been  advanced 
\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  owing  to  scarcity,  and  makers  now 
quote  Id.  per  lb.  in  contract  quantities.  We  are  informed 
this  price  has  been  paid.  Very  little  German  is  to  be  had  on 
this  market. 

Seeds. — Very  little  doing.  Canary  is  rather  easier 
Turkish  offering  at  27s.  Qd.  per  qr.,  and  Morocco  qualities 
difficult  of  sale  except  at  a  reduction.  Coriander  unchanged. 
Cumin  in  very  small  demand,  but  holders  are  firm  and  are 
asking  higher  prices.  Caraways  quiet.  Fenugreek  slow,  and 
rather  lower. 

Shellac  has  been  slow,  and  only  retail  sales  have 
occurred.  Second-orange  TN  is  quoted  at  67s.  for  December 
delivery,  68s.  January,  and  69s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  March. 

Spices  — Zanzibar  Cloves  are  again  lower,  but  a  large 
business  has  been  done  at  the  decline ;  prices,  after  fluctuat- 


ing slightly,  became  weaker,  with  sales  at  3}d.  per  lb.  for 
March- May  delivery.  At  the  auctions  on  Wednesday  the 
parcels  offered  were  withdrawn.  Cochin  Ginger  bought  in. 
Japan  is  selling  privately  at  17s.  Bd.  to  18.v.,  and  BeDgal  at 
20s.  per  cwt.  Pimento  easier,  part  sold  at  <\};d.  per  lb.  for 
fair.  Mace  quiet ;  fine  bold  yellow  sold  at  2s.  4d.,  good 
heavy  at  Is.  9d..  and  small  broken  at  Is.  2d  per  lb.  JYutmegs 
dull  of  sale.  Zanzibar  Chillies  withdrawn  at  34s  per  cwt. 
Cinnamon-ehips,  &c,  sold  at  3 \d.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  Pepper  is  steady  ; 
Singapore  black  bought  in  at  4f<2.  per  lb.  with  buyers  at 
4},'//.,  the  price  to  arrive  being  bd.  per  lb.  Nearly  all  the 
parcels  of  white  were  bought  in,  a  few  lots  of  good  small 
Singapore  selling  at  8£d.  to  3{d.  per  lb.  The  quotations  for 
arrival  are  unaltered. 

Taeaxacum-eoot  has  been  sold  this  week  at  36s.  per 
cwt.  for  ordinary  continental,  and  for  cut  root  40s.  is 
asked. 

Tonka-beans. — The  depression  which  has  influenced  this 
perfume  for  some  time  has  come  to  an  end.  There  have 
been  heavy  sales  of  all  kinds  at  the  recent  low  rates,  good 
new  Angosturas  having  sold  at  2s.  9d.  to  3s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  and 
Paras  at  Is.  to  Is.  Qd.,  according  to  quality.  Now  no  soft 
Angostura  is  to  be  had  on  the  spot  under  4s.  per  lb.,  and  for 
hard  beans  5s.  to  6s.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  wanted.  Soft  beans,  to 
arrive,  are  offered  at  3s.,  but  this  offer  may  not  last  long. 
Surinams  are  sold  out.  Foxy  Paras  can  be  had  at  7±d  ,  and 
better  qualities  at  Is.  to  Is.  Qd. 

Turmebic. — Small  sales  of  Bengal  are  reported  at  19s.  per 
cwt. ;  and  fair  Chinese  finger  at  21s. 

Wax,  Japan. — Easier,  at  28s.  Bd.  to  29s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f., 
and  32s.  to  32s.  Qd.  spot. 


Cablegrams. 

New  Yobk,  December  22,  3  p.m.  : — Christmas  has  turned 
trade  adrift  to  the  department  stores,  and  I  have  little  to 
report.  Opium  is  in  a  weak  position,  and  sellers  find  it  hard 
to  prevent  prices  rattling  down  ;  *3.38  per  lb.  is  the  closing 
price  Quinine  is  in  active  demand  at  21c  per  oz.  Jalap 
is  easier  at  14  \  per  lb.  Golden-seal  is  also  declining,  45c 
per  lb.  having  been  accepted ;  and  Honduras  sarsapariila  is 
weak  at  8ha.  German  ergot  has  advanced  to  35c,  and  is 
wanted . 

***** 
Hamburg,  December  21,  11.20  a.m.: — This  market  is 
quiet.  Refined  camphor  is  dull  and  easier  at  280m.  per 
100  kilos  Star-anise  oil  has  further  declined,  and  is  obtain- 
able to-day  at  12|m.  per  kilo.  Oil  of  turpentine  is  firm  at 
61m.  per  i00  kilos. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  very  quiet  tone  has  been  the  prevalent  feature  of  the  heavy- 
chemical  market  in  the  North  during  the  past  week.  Orders  for 
prompt  delivery  are  far  from  numerous,  and  we  shall  now  have 
to  wait  until  the  New  Year  before  any  business  of  much  import- 
ance is  transacted. 

Alkali-produce. — Competition  between  rival  processes  still 
continues  very  keen,  thus  preventing  any  advance  in  prices. 
Bleaching-powder  keeps  at  about  4?.  2s.  6</.,  free  on  rails  makers' 
works,  although  reports  are  about  that  41.  has  been  accepted. 
There  is  no  actual  change  in  caustic  soda,  which  keeps  very  low; 
this  product,  however,  appears  to  have  a  rather  firmer  tendency. 
Chlorates  are  dull :  potash  3fd.,  and  next  year  3.W.  to  3fj(Z. ;  soda, 
3jjd.  Soda  ash,  caustic  and  carbonated,  and  soda  crystals  firm 
at  unchanged  rates.  Ammonia  alkali  is  one  of  the  products 
which  is  in  good  demand  :  the  price  is  firm  at  4?.  2s.  Ad.,  free  on 
rails  works.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  in  demand  and  a  shade 
dearer;  best  Lancashire  makes  are  now  quoted  6jd.  to  7^d. 
per  lb. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  dearer.  Beckton,  10/.  2s.  6c?. ;  Beckton 
terms,  10/.  to  101.  2s.  Qd.\  London,  Leith,  and  Hull,  10/.  2s.  Qd. 
Exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to  556  tons. 

Phosphorus  keeps  steady.  Wedges  at  2s.,  and  sticks  at  2$.  1(Z. ; 
amorphous,  2s.  8M.  per  lb. 

Saltpetre,  British  refined,  barrels  21s.  and  kegs  22s. ;  German, 
barrels  18s.  9<7.,  kegs  19s.  6d. 

Cotton  and  Linseed  Cakes  are  in  brisk  demand  and  prices 
are  firm,  with  advancing  tendency.  Cotton  cakes,  4/.  7s.  Qd.  to 
4/.  10s. ;  and  seconds,  4/.  5s.  to  4/.  7s.  Qd.  Linseed  cakes,  95-per- 
cent, pure,  8/.  to  8/.  5s. ;  and  oil  cakes,  7/.  5s.  to  7/.  7s.  Qd. 
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Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  December  21. 

Castor  Oil. — Though  sales  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  continue 
to  be  made  at  2jd.  per  lb.,  the  tone  of  the  market  is  much 
firmer,  in  consequence  of  the  stronger  forward  advices  received 
for  both  East  Indian  and  French  oil.  First-pressing  French,  is 
held  for  2|<7. ;  second-pressure  French,  2flc7.  Madras  good  seconds, 
2^(7.  A  parcel  of  Bombay  oil  in  cwt.  drums  has  arrived,  and  ICO 
have  been  sold  at  2kd.  from  the  quay. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — 5  barrels  at  auction  received  bids  of  Is.  6d. 
for  the  cloudy,  and  Is.  6hd.  for  the  bright,  but  the  lot  was  with- 
drawn at  higher  figures. 

Turps  continue  to  creep  up  in  value,  and  sales  are  reported 
at  31s.  6r7.,  while  32s.  per  cwt.  is  now  asked. 

Ginger,  African. — A  parcel  of  30  bags  prime  were  sold  at  20s. 
per  cwt. 

Bees'  Wax. — Good  mixed  Chilian  has  sold  in  considerable 
quantity,  at  6/.  17s.  6r7.  to  77.  per  cwt.  An  advance  of  fully  5s.  per 
cwt.  Stock  on  spot  has  been  considerably  reduced,  and  arrivals  are 
light. 

Quillaia  Bark,  owing  to  arrivals,  has  been  selling  at  177.  10s. 
per  ton.,  at  which  holders  at  the  moment  are  firm. 

Spermaceti,  Chilian. — An  arrival  of  30  bags  was  sold  from  the 
quay,  Is.  Okd.,  and  the  spot  price  has  reverted  to  Is.  3(7.,  at  which 
holders  are  firm. 

Borax. — Makers  are  very  firm  indeed,  at  16s.  crystals,  16s.  6r7. 
powder,  but  these  quotations  are  practically  only  nominal,  as  the 
supplies  are  very  short. 

Gums — Sales  have  been  made  at  71s.  6<7.  for  good  soft  gum,  and 
stocks  are  slowly  accumulating.  20  bags  of  hard  Senegal  descrip- 
tion sold  at  55s.,  and  similar  quality  is  now  held  for  57s.  6c?. 

American  Markets. 

New  York,  December  13. 

The  drug-market  has  been  quiet  during  the  past  week, 
and  little  of  into  rest  has  transpired.  Changes  are  few  and 
unimportant,  the  only  approach  to  activity  being  in 
quinine. 

Aloes,  Curacao. — In  good  demand,  and  values  are  firm  at  4c 
to  4k\  Supplies  are  light,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  ay  coming 
forward  before  next  year. 

Balsams. — Copaiba  remains  in  good  demand,  and  37c  to  39c. 
continues  to  be  the  range  for  Central  American.  Peru  is  steady 
at  §1  95c.    Tolu  is  dull  at  33c 

Camphor  continues  active  at  the  recent  advame,  and  38c.  is 
asked  for  barrels.    Japanese  is  strong  at  38k\  to  40c.  in  cakes. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  very  strong,  and  holders  are  not  anxious 
to  sell  at  present  prices  ;  7c.  to  8c.  is  asked  for  new  bark  and  sup- 
plies are  very  small. 

Coca-leaves  are  in  diminishing  supply,  and  holders  are  firm; 
15c.  to  16c.  is  asked  for  Truxillo,  and  24c.  to  25c.  for  Huanoco. 

Cocaine  is  strongly  held  at  the  recent  advance  ;  §3  to  $3'20c.  is 
now  asked  for  bulk. 

Quinine  was  temporarily  active  on  account  of  the  bark-sale, 
and  foreign  brands  have  advanced  la,  and  are  now  quoted  at  21c. 
for  100-oz.  cans.    Domestic  brands  are  quoted  21c.  to  24c. 

Dragon's-blood  is  very  scarce,  and  quotations  have  taken  a 
sharp  advance.  Sales  have  been  made  at  55c,  and  quotations 
have  advanced  to  60c.  to  75c,  the  latter  for  prime  quality  reeds. 

Salol  has  declined  10c.  per  lb.,  on  account  of  the  decision 
stating  that  uncompounded  chemicals  are  not  liable  to  stamp- 
tax,  which  also  applies  to  Phcnaeetin. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  December  19. 

Business  is  very  quiet  owing  to  the  coming  holidays  and  prices 
are  mostly  unchanged  since  my  last  report. 

Anise  (Russian)  is  steady,  at  32m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  dull  of  sale,  with  second-hand  sellers 
at  287£m.  to  285m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  firm,  but  unchanged,  at  48m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Condurango-bark  is  in  more  demand,  and  dearer,  at  48m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed.  —  New  Maltese  is  firm  at  66m.  to  68m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Cevadilla-seed. — Business  has  been  done  at  advancing  prices, 
as  no  new  arrivals  have  come  in  as  yet ;  to-day's  price  is  80m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  easier,  with  new  offers  from  Russia  at 
about  250m.  per  100  kilos. 

Coca-leaves  are  firmer,  at  200ra.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  steady  at  16m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  unchanged  at  28&m.  to  29m.  per  kilo. 

Oil  of  Turpentine  has  advanced  rapidly;  to-day's  quotation 
is  60m.  per  100  kilos. 


Artificial  Indigo. 

The  Baden  Anilin  unci  Soda  Fabrik  have  found  their 
artificial  indigo  go  so  well  that  they  have  recently  increased 
the  manufacturing  plant. 

Unanimity  about  Java  Cinchona. 

At  last  we  have  the  privilege  of  reporting  the  startling 
fact  that  a  unanimous  decision  has  been  arrived  at  in  regard 
to  Java  cinchona  On  November  14  there  was  a  meeting 
of  the  Bandoeng  Agricultural  Society,  which  has  to  do  with 
cinchona.  It  was  not  large,  Mr.  J.  Fabricius,  Secretary  and 
Acting  Manager,  Mr.  Van  Prehn,  and  a  visitor  (Mr.  Sturler) 
constituting  the  attendance.  But  they  went  about  the 
business  with  earnestness  and  fervour,  discussing  the  pro- 
priety of  assimilating  with  the  Society  at  Soek^ooemi  (see 
C.  4'  D ,  December  10,  page  952).  This  proposal  was 
unanimously  rejected,  the  meeting  declaring  that  there  was 
no  ground  whatever  for  the  assimilation,  as  the  members  of 
the  BAG.  showed  so  little  interest  in  their  own  affairs. 
After  the  meeting  Mr.  J.  Fabricius  issued  a  manifesto  to  the 
effect  that  lack  of  interest  forced  him  to  send  in  his 
resignation  as  Secretary.  He  proposes  to  retain  the  small 
cash  balance  and  papers  until  a  new  Secretary  is  appointed. 

Comfort  such  as  Job  got. 

The  directors  of  the  Santa  Elena  Nitrate  Company 
(Limited),  in  reporting  on  the  last  year's  work  of  the  com- 
pany, which  was  not  brilliant,  16527  being  brought  forward 
from  last  year,  which  is  now  reduced  to  1,5487.,  and  no  divi- 
dend paid,  try  to  comfort  the  shareholders  by  saying  that 
"  In  the  stock  of  iodine,  which  is  valued  in  the  balance-sheet 
at  cost  and  realises  a  large  profit,  the  company  has  a  valuable 
asset."  With  such  philosophy  as  that  to  live  upon,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  directors  "  have  again  waived  their 
fees." 


personalities. 


Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  the  London  representative  of  Messrs. 
Fairchild  Brothers  &  Foster,  New  York,  sailed  by  the 
Lvcania  last  week  for  a  month's  holiday  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Tiieo.  H.  Wardleworth,  the  popular  Secretary  of 
the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  and  one  of  Messrs. 
Evans,  Sons  &  Co.'s  staff,  has  been  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
Linnean  Society. 

Mr.  Henry  George  (Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb's 
representative  in  the  Midlands)  graduated  B.A.  Trin.  Coll. 
at  the  public  Commencements  held  on  Friday,  December  16, 
for  conferring  degrees  in  Dublin  University. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Harper,  M.P.S.,  F  Z.S.,  who  for  the  past  five 
years  has  been  head  chemist  to  Messrs.  Peake,  Allen  &  Co., 
of  Lucknow  and  Naini  Tal,  India,  has  resigned  his 
appointment  and  joined  Messrs.  Phillips  k  Co.  (Limited), 
Bombay  and  Poona. 

Surgeon  W.  J.  Maillahd,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  on  whom 
the  Victoria  Cross  was  conferred  on  December  15,  was 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  O.  E.  Tresize,  chemist,  of  Wellingborough, 
before  he  joined  the  navy.  The  Cross  was  presented  for 
courageous  action  at  Candia  on  September  6  last,  when, 
during  the  landing  of  seamen  from  H.M.S.  Hazard,  he 
endeavoured  to  rescue  a  wounded  seaman  under  circum- 
stances of  great  danger. 


domino  Events. 


Tuesday,  December  27. 

Royal  Institution,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  3  p.m. 
Lecture,  adapted  for  young  people,  on  "  Astronomy,"  by  Sir 
R.  S.  Ball.  The  course  will  be  continued  on  Thursday  and 
Saturday. 

Friday,  December  30. 

Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association.  Cinderella  Dance  at 
W'.u  the  Bon- Accord  Hotel. 


